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To the Candid and Impartial 


READER 


1. WT ſcems an Argument (equally 
[ conviQtive and deplorable) of 
= the monſtrous degeneracy of the 

Spirit of Man , that it ſhould doubt its 

ow Spiritual Nature ! and be in ſuſ- 

' | pence unto which Claſs of Beings to an-+ - 

} aumerate it ſelf ! Whether it be moge 
a-kin to Mind, or Dult ; and whether, as. 
he latter, it ſhould count it ſelf moe *:. 

! allyd to this World, which it i but 189-8 

Ipaſs through; or the other, where it #*®? 

* { ro deſign for it ſelf an everlaſting abode ?  * 

1=7 hat zt ſbould ſuſpeFt its Nature tobe leſs 

_ £ imilar to the Inhabitants of. Heaven, * 

2. 7han to Particles of Earth? Or that it ** 

 R*/ponld any-where be found debaſed toiſo'* 3 

33</ow a pitch,. as to think it ſelf more. fit to | 

28>ve ſorted with Cloas here telow, thim: © 
71th Angels above ! | ko 


- 
" 
—_—_— 


. « We . 
| *z 2 LY 
s " k 5 SY 
FAR” 
a HE; 5 
þ vs Sat 
© p - 
© 
$e® 
" 4; + 846. Ft 
CR ed in he a bb 


Y WW - 
6 > - - RES. 
q 924 2: < © apgiat; 

$ IS OE IO * AD 


F 4 ” MW . * EL 6 Me gy 
Wo IE HIS > Spas - FI 6 
y "% _— b 4 A T "VB oy.ce * Ys AT EZED 
8 & * _ [4 MD _— 
: . ' 3 _— Oe - \ oy ens * 2 A 
6 £ x a We Nt 


 .$-IT. We are indeed carefully to di- * 
ftinguiſh, in the conſideration we ought 2 
+ fo have of our ſelves, between what we A 
are 1n natural, avd what in moral re- * 
ſpets. We cannot upon the latter ac- 
count think too meanly of our ſelves, 
4 having ſinned, and fallen ſhort of 
the glory of God. Bt upon the former MM 
account we cannot judge of our ſelves We 
more meanly than onr proper rank in the W- 
Creation allows, without refleting tnjuri- "FF 
ouſly upon our Maker. Here a mean Self- 
deſpiciency, ts moſt ingenerous ana un tþ 
- -grateful. And when, upon this natural 
- "account, we are God's Off [pring, and in 
. -..:f/iling himſelf the God of the ſpirits of Þ- 
”2!ll fleſh, and the Farther of ſpirits, he 
intimates our near alliance to himſelf, F 
ani calls us his Sons, we call our ſelves F. 
Sons of the Earth, we cannot here- Þ 
ix vilify- our ſelves, without reproach- FF 
ing him. And in thu reſpett it might Þ' 
amaze one, to think it ſhould be needful Þ 
"to write a Book,to prove that a piece of 1 
' Claycannot reaſon ! deliberate ! lay De- YF 
foezns ! form Thoughts ! deduce \ one JF 
Thought from another ! raiſe Thoughts | 
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Py os the whole Sphere of Material * 
Beings ! even ſo high as to reach unto ; 
the Supream being it ſelf - Or that it 
ſhould be requiſite to confute a Book that, 
zf it have any meaning at all, muſt be un- 
derſtood to mean as abſurd a Paradox as 
this | Inaſmuch as #0 mortal man can 
prove that a Clod of Clay is not reſolvi- 
ble into as fine Particles, as any the fineſt 
Matter what ſoever. 
: But ſince ſuch an Antidote was become . 
* weceſſary againſt ſo ſtupifying 4 Pong 
= ardthatthereu reaſon to think toa many 
minds maybe prepared to receive ſo poy- 
ſonous Sentiments 4s the Pamphlet here 
animadverted on, contains, by a ftupi | 
in reading, equal to that wherewith "Y A 
was writ ; we congratulate the Age, that © 
it hath produced the one ſo opportunely 4 
for the other. - 
But we cannot in the mean time but 7 
further papſe, and bethink-our ſelves;; + 
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| $IIT. Whither is Human Nature ſunk 
A andgore, that any perſons can ſo ſolici- 
2 tou ae rr Ca 
> ; nn” A 2 be 


To the Reader. . 


be asin pangs of travel,till they have ran- 
ked themſelves among ft thoſe Creatures, 
which God himſelf hath ſet ſo much be- 
low them, and ſo evidently hath formed 
to be ſubjefted to their uſe and pleaſure ? 
2 Per. 2.12. Souls ſo demonftrative of 
the Exiſtence of a God, ſo expreſſive of 


his Eminencies, ſo receptive of his Fan 


vours, ſo apprehenſive of his Works and 
Will, ſo uſeful and ſignificant in his Crea- 
tion, ſo fit to know, to govern and poſ- 
'ſeſs themſelves, and to make ſuch great 
and woaderful improvements of what oc- 
'curs in the whole frame and courſe of 
things : Tea, and fo formed to, and ca- © 
pable and ambitious of Immortality, and 
ſo accommodated for it ; Are theſe only 
or ultimately given to keep a little Flejh 
from ſtinking ? to do ſome Artificial 
Feats and Tricks therein, and then to 
periſh with it ? Theſe men are great 
ſtrangers to themſelves, and inobſervant 
of their own Faculties and Capacities , 
and mind not the proviſions which the 
great Original of all things hath produc d 
abundantly, and ſuited to every Faculty, 
| Senſe and Member belonging to wo % &' 


* : X 


$ IV. Eſſences lie deeper than their. © 
Principles ; and Principles deeper. than * 
their Attions or Effetts : And every 
man is nearer to himſelf, than any other 
' Beings are, or can be to him, ſave bs 
God: And he that reads concerning FHlu- 
man Souls, and minas not the powers and 
 adtings of his own Soul, cannot. but be 
a firanger to himſelf, and the more fit 
to be impos*d upon both by himſelf, and by 
others. He that forgets, and. dath not 
mind and heed himſelf, whilſt he conſults 
he Books, can never be ſuch a Proficient 
in Self-knowledge, as otherwiſe he might 
be. It capnot be denied, but that the Inor- 
dinacies and Immoralities of men profeſ- 
ſing Godlineſs, and zealous in Polemical 
defending the Soul's Immortality, have 
miniſtred greatly to the propagation of 
this dangerous Error. That the Soul of 
man is mortal. And when men are ſunk 
in guilt, and find their own Convittions. 
troubleſome to themſelves; to.. make 
themſelves more eaſy -in their courſe of 
Soul-negled, they judge themſelves the 
more caxcern'd to baffle their belief of the 

9, a 3 _ Ex- 


» - 


Exiſtence of God, of the Extent and Ex- 

erciſe of his Providence, of the Immorta- 
lity of the Soul,and of Eternal Judgment. 
And when they have extirpated this Per- 
ſuafion,they can more eaſily contrive Prin- 
ciples, and order Prattices, to ſerve their 
own particular purpoſes and turns. But 
things are not always what, and as men 
| think they are, or would have them be. 


$ V. It « true, fome of the Patrons 
and Promoters of this Fundamental 
Error, are Men of admirable Parts and 
Learning, and fit to make conſiderable 
Figures, and to do great ſervice to the 
Pablick, and eminently to ſerve their. 
Generations in Conſiftories, Courts , 
Camps, Navies, or in other Stations, 
throuzh their Sagacity, Courage, Gene- 
. ronſneſs, and all the obliging Civilities 
of Converſatioa, which the advantages 
of their Fducation might diſpoſe them 
axto,: But he that can believe he 
hath. no God to adore and. pleaſe, no 
Soul to ſave or loſe, no final Reckoning 
fo make to a Supream Jndge; and ſo no E- 
ternal Retribution to expect, cam ave no 
- > ws ER 
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reverence to his C onſcience , no great 
and noble end to influence and' beautify 
his Attions, nor indeed ary thing fully 
fit and cogent to ſecure him againſt the 
moſt accommodate and ſtrong Tempta- 
tions, inthe ſeverities and briskneſs of 
their aſſaults upon him. Hi Intereſt, 


Honour , or Humour, and bis adventi- | 


trous helps from men, are now his 
ſtrongeſt holds; but when theſe things 
are likely to be raviſhd from him, et- 
ther his heart muſt ſink, and break, or 
he will violate all the Rules of Honeſty 
and Order, to preſerve himſelf, and ra- 
ther ſacrifice the Publick Intereſt to 


his own: Concerns, than ait like a tho-' I 


rough Votary to the Common Intereſt of 
Mankind. Anaif that Maxim govern 
him, Dulce & decorum pro patria mo- 
rt, aut agere; yet & it his ambition of 
being famed in Hiſtory, which mainly 
prompts him to be ſo heroick : So that 
in all, it « but his own ambitions and aj» 
piring Self” which # his ultimate end; + 
and all that lies betwixt him and this. 
End, hath but an inferior and ſubordi- 
nate contribution thereunto. And hence 
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the Honour , Safety, and Felicity of * 


his King and Country are only walued 
by him ( even as all Creatures ſervice- 
able to him are) merely for his own ſake. 
So good Security and Service have 
Kings and Governments from him. 
And let but this ſelfilbneſs be every- 
where, and every way, the Regent Prin- 
ciple, abſtrattcaly from all ſenſe of, and 
references to Soul-good hereafter ; and 
then he that hath the ſharpeſt Eye, the 
greateſt Reach, and the longeſt Sword, 
will have the moſt undoubted right to all 
that he can get and keep, though vi & 
armis. Axd when another ſhall outwit, 
or conquer him, and call him to an ac- 
count for all, what is the rule and ſpi- 
rit of this Proceſs , but Selfiſhneſs en- 
gaged to ſatiate Revengeful 1hirſt ? 


$ VI. But what is it that induces 
Perſons to believe that Souls are mate- 
rial and mortal, and ſo to periſh phyſi- 
cally with their Bodies ? is it becauſe 
there is no God? or that God is not 
able, or not willing to create ſuch Be- 
inzs? is it that either the produdtion of 


fuch 


Re 
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that God judges it unworthy of , and 


ſach Beings implies a contradiftion, or 


much below himſelf, to make; and un- 
eaſy and diſhonourable to himſelf to 
mind them ? or to perpetuate their Be- 
ings to their Eternal Happineſs or Mi- 
ſery, as they behave themſelves, whilſt 


' #n this World and Body? Or ado they 


think ( © poſteriort) that there want 
Ewvidences of their Immortality ? or that 
the preſent frame, and ſtate, and courſe 
of things and Providence, inſinuates the 
contrary? or that God is too good to 
eventuate the Eternal DMiſery of any 
Being £ | | 


As to the Exiſtence of a God. _. 
(1.) If ever there was abſolutely no- 
thing, then there never could be any 
thing exiſtent : For. how could ſomes. 
thing be produc d from nothing ? What ? 
an Effet without an Attion ! or an 
Attion without an Agent or Efficient ? 

(2.) The Eternity of Life, and Light, 
and All-ſufficiency, is demonſtrably more 
credible than the Eternity of meer Bo- 
dy or Matter : For Matter in it [elf is 

A unt- 


#niverſally p 
another Natnure, and all its Principles 


and Motions muſt be deriv'd from ano- 
ther, and an higher Nature. And ſure- 


ly that Fſſence muſt be very fine and 


excellent indeed, which can comprehend 


azd penetrate, and ſo variouſly and har- 


monionſly imprinciple and attuate ſo vaſt + 


4 Fabrick as the material Univerſe. 
He that conld fo digeſt it into ſuch an 
excellent and eſtabliſh'd Order as we find 


it is, muſt needs be Great, Wiſe, Good ©. 


 bimſelf, and infinitely ſo. 
- (3.) But ſuppoſing there be an In- 


_ _ wiſible, Infinite Spirit ; what greater, 
more genuine, and apt Eviaences, is his 


Exiſtence capable of, than what conti- 
pually face us > Rom. 1. 20. Can 1 afte 
be prov'd to the Eye; or Sounds to the 
' Palate ; or Colours and Light to the 


Far ? All Faculties ani Senſes have- 


their proper Objetts, and theſe Objeits 


have their peculiar Evidences to their 


own Nature, Uſe and Fnas, as they re- 


Spe their different Faculties and Senſes. 
Things Viſible are beſt known by being 
| ſeen; 7hings Audible, by being heard. 
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- Þ Blind men wil, bnow Light much better, © 


*f if ever their Eyes ſpall be open'd, by one 


glance thereat, thay by all the moſt ac+ 
curate Diſcourſes upon Light, which be- 
fore were, or could be read to them ;, and 
get before they ſaw, they apprehended. 
there were ſuch things as Light and Vis 
ion, bat not ſo ſatisfyingly as by their 
own actual ſeeing of it, Now if ſeeing 
the waſt viſible bulk and compaſs of the 
Univerſe, the evidently wiſe Contri- 


. vance of it, with all the accurate depen- 
dencies and ſubſerviencies of all the 
' parts thereof, as to their mutual uſe- 


fulneſs each to other, and all its furni- 
ture to maintain, aſſiſt, and pleaſe all 


its Inhabitants ſuitably to their different 


Capacities, Stations, and Concerns, be 
not ſufficient to prove Infinite Power, 


. Wiſdom, and Goodneſs in exiſtence to 
. the thinking mind , what can! 


_ Asto God's Ability aud Willingneſs 
to produce ſuch Beinzs as Immortal 
Souls 5 


(1.) There. 


"4. 
- tf 


(1:) There is no contradiffion in the - 7 


terms or thing ; let them demonſtrate 
who aſſert the contrary, if they can. 
(2.) Souls are produced by God's 
Creating Power, and breathed into Hu- 
mmne Fleſh: And their conſtituent Fa- -- 
culties, their vaſt Capacities, their no- 
ble Funitions, and vivid Operations, the 
vaſt Proviſions ghich God hath made 
for their Entertainment , Employment, 
and Improvement ; (ſuch as the Myſte- 
ries and Treaſures of Nature ;- the Ex- 
erciſe and Iſſues of Univerſal and Par- 
ticular Providence ; the Openings and 
Advantages of a Goſpel-day ; the even 
ſenlible Influences, Impreſſions , and 
Effetts of Providence and Grace upon 
the Spirits of Men) the Souls apparent 
Juriſdiction and Dominion over it ſelf, 
(yet under Law to God and Chriſt, whoſe 
dealings with it would yet admit of lar- 
ger Thoughts, did nit the Impatient 
Preſs forbid them) and its Ability to 
make all Tributary to its own advan: 
tage, as to Self-condutt, Government, 
and Poſſeſſion, and to reflett upon, dif- 
cern , approve, vr to cenſure its own 


Attions, . | 
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Time and meer Matter can amount unto. 
| All theſe (and much more) make it evi- 
dent , both what Souls are, and will 
hereafter be conſigned to. p 

” WL 
As to the Szrrperetz, or God-becom- 
ingneſs in the Caſe : Why ſhould it be 
thought unworthy of him , ſecing it. ts 
done ſo evidently by him, who gork- 
eth all things after the counſels of his 
Will? Eph.1.11. 1s it ſo unbecoming 
God to create Spirits in his own Image, 
to impreſs the Signatures of bis own 
Name upon them ; to put them into 'a 
State of Trial, therein to govern them 
ſuitably to their Frame and State, and 
ſo to ſuit their everlaſting State to their 
preſent Choice, Tempers, and Carriazes, 
and from amongſt the Sons of Men to 
chuſe and cultivate a Seed for Heaven, 
and there to take Eternal Pleaſure in all 
the Accuracies of their compleated Be- 
ings, their orderly Behaviour and infi- 
nite Satisfattions in himſelf; and in the 
Triumphs of his Grace and Son over all 
the baffled Powers of Darkneſs ? What 
| As- 
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e A Adtions; yea, and to look beyond what 


| o the Reader. 3 
Attribute can theſe things diſgracefully © 
affet# ? 2 

But how much more than all this, and : 
tncomparably better lajd together , and 
more nervoſely argued, and more Pleas 
to the contrary impleaded with far great- 
er firength , will the Impartial (tho 
Critical) Reader find in the enſuing 
Treatiſe” To the Ingenions and Learn- 
ed Agt hor whereof we think the World ! 

eatly obliged, and ao offer our hearty * 

Thanks to him, whom (with his Labours, 
_ ,avd the diligent Reader) we commend 


#0. the. ſpecial Grace and Providence of + 
God in Chriſt. S 


| John Howe, 
, Offober 14. 
. ,, 1696, : 
A | Matth. Sylveſter. - 
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- map our own prepares. a Sed vel - diſto- 
b- of ſome further Truth which i is, an-" 
* to i, and depends upon it :. And' 
as our Knowledge increaſeth, fo will alſo 
the ſenſe of our Ignorance, _- 
... Hence it is ealy to difcern the Reaſons 
why, amorigſt-fo mgny Pretendets, : there. : 
are ſo fe that deſerve the name of Phi- 


Hem: oy Art, and'\commonty received Forms 
eſſion, for the knowledge of Things ; 

| ET fe they/ſwallow without chewing, 

- and upon all occafions bring up again, " | 

-.. Jawas they-took them in, and: play: ai 

- © ther 'as o—_ wich Babbles, ill 

| men Jaugh-at- 

. _->-Dthers there 4 E acoa- ih ta'the 7 i 
”. mer, who ok Þ in | Option 'as the wild 
-.. -Aﬀes do the Wind, without diſtinguiſhing | 
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Learned-Ggneleman” thus to reflect upon? 
It, Vis. © That: we' are fallen into 3 
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ub a temalons  knteate 
to government, that theyceannot Hx-tbeir . 
thoughts- upon 4 '{frious' enquiry after - 
Truth ,- but-they quickly give them-thie 
ſlip, and go to. play with Impertingncies. 
Some are ſo Jul that they canes my 
hend any thing:tharJies our of-rhe coMm- + 
mon-Road, and45 not'plain, ahd:obyiops.'--: 
Others are ſo Joe's that - they grow |. 
weary before they Raye half accomplifh'd .- 
their ſearch, And athers. ſo foolifhly-e6n- 5 
ceited, that they think it below: them To * . 
cer their preſent Sentiments,” +: 4% . 4 
But the great hinderance -of. uſeful” 
Kiiqwledgy, 3s an in-bred, 'radicattd-En- 2 
mity -in -Corrupt Nacure againlti(chofs "7 
Truths Which: haved -rendenoy 40” 7 
exerciſe of ſerious Religion. 64 gd By 


| Hine' origo mali—— , Bu 4 
q "x - 
And the Age 4 in which we live; F "affords. ; I 
many unhappy: Inftances of the Priedomj- 2 
14zcy of thiv Corruption , which. makes a 1 


© Age declining from God, in oy 
-ny-are fond of thoſe'things whichilead 72 


3 & of DE: Epjcitens Notes which | 
| - © have been fo. often routed; and haves. 
' "© fled before the World, are now faced 
:F* about, and afreſh recruited, to affaule 
. ©this preſent Generation. Sir Ch. Wolſes - 
. ky > py nie meas A Atheiſm, pag. 37- 
- A -like Co wwe have ih a late | 
Judicious Pots her ; Mts ſpeaking of - 
the Excellency of the Platonick Doctrine, 


becauſe it draws off our Minds from: pe- 
"aiffing Tranſitory things, to the contem- 
lation of more noble Intellefual Beifls, 
further adds ,» Qu4 quidem in re infinjtum 
' prope  momentucn eff, &c. 1, e. which' s a 
- matter of infinite moment ; for we are over- 


: whelmed with. a Rour. of Philoſophers, 

who: contend chat thing but ' #cdies can 
be underſtood: "DW Hamel de conſenſ. Ver. 

&* Nov. Philoſ. Profat, The like-you may 

- findin Ludevic. Viv. de Veritat. Fidei, lib: I. 

I hs | nowhd Þ "of Atheiſts, ſaith Van 
, i Helmont;-wholly Svpbents on a Brutal Be- 
k. -ginoing, and they are unapt to- under- 
thofe things which do exceed ſenſe ; 
"+$or-chat-is the cauſe , why they exclude 
; themſelves from the Incelligible World, 


a 

# * Exp I find that "the hate Ingenious ; 
"E; of Rocheſter came at laſt to the ſame 
'Appr ec 5 Fer 7 « That: abſurd 
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< and fo þ 2hibfghy, : "which ahe World. b 
ſo much admired , propagated by the& 
© late Mr. Hobs, and others, 'bad undone + * 
© bir and many more. See his Pangra og x.-+Y 
- mon, pag.'26. © _ 
How far theſe £ 
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not to make any n 4 
' worſe than they at&7touc DArg: 
Atheiſm, or Infidgligy upon a Geiitleman,, - 4 
; | who jn appearance.difowns them. . Yap; - 3 
; _ therefore hear him ſpeak for bin 2 
A el 
» The Opinion which he naderiakes o 
| maintain 15 this, viz. That the Humane 
n | Soul s a material $ pirit, -generated, growin 
p and falling with the Body, and po ag ary 
y || 22th it at the ſound of the woice of. the Areb=\ * 
r. || angel, and the Trump of God, pag. 11 bn 
Hereupon he endeavours to pe rſuade * 
» | us, that the Soul is nothing elſe bur the E- 
;- || inflamed glowing Particles.of the Blood, | -; 
r- | called Spirits; -which are, fays he, the E 
- i Adive Principle of Life, Motion, Senſe, and, © © 
le = Underſtanding in Man, and Beaſts. pag. 19, 
1, || And hence he infers, That theSoul.ca 
© nor. ſubſiſt, a, or ſuffer any thingiin a; 
ſtate 'of Ser pargton 9p the Bod OM 5 wt Wy 
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"And yet he Gwerls the Article 'of the * 
$35: andthe laſt Jddemeric ap: 
_* pointed of God for the diſtributing of 
Recotnpences, according to the w--» Hr | 
which men have uſed in paſſing through: 


: Fa and Temp Otar lofts: of hs World, 


_* 


edly of _ 
Dorines mixe 


- With. Ge one Ps 'of his Hypotheſis is 
Bao he cotnmon Reaſon ahd Seniti- 
50k Mankines;-the other above the 
the preareſt | Philoſophers, with- 
& bur the help of Supernatorat Revelatibn, 
E- -Tihean, the Dofrine of theRefurredtion, 
Wt; \ uo Tout of the Voice of the Arch- F* 
-— angel, and the Tfamp of God.  * 
.-. L:The truth is, Our Author hath advan- 
rh ced ſo far into the" Tents of, Epicurzs, / Lae- 
tetins , Hobs,” and others of our triflihg 
Hromiſts, that It js. a Wonder he 'went no 
. farther; and who knows but he may .3;et 
Wes within call, or, at leaft, that we with | 
rent others from being infected wi 
Contagion? * 
"HOW: ſee how far theſs Phildſo- 
Wd he. are 5 NR y yu capa Ear 
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| Hfmo To OY 
or, -nor cite, og. Laerh. ity Epicure - 
Pag- 282,282. The ime out have over ; 
apain m-Gaſſendus's ravages. Lak Epicure 
' Pag. 736. 
And moreover, pay. 137: Exertons! 
An nima haber, a quo nſque ut adoleſeit, E | 
geſcitquie cum corpore, fic tendat oportet a4 is 
Feria, cun eodem ſeneſcens, ac ſenſim defs- - 
ClenF. Thar i is, The Sol ri/eth, grows, - "dew 
cays, and falls with the Body. It is-n 3 
to tell the Learned, how much -Lucyeting, _ 4 
and Hobs, &c. have endeavoured to aths. 5 
tivate, and recommend this ſort of Philo- - 
ſophy.” See Hobs of the Kingdom of Dark, . 
meſs, Leviath. part. 4. chap. 44: and gle 
VWegus bimſalf flath too muck'endourtyy 4 - ; 
it. Thus you ſee howfar'ithey'* are aproed, ; 
Nevertheleſs there-are not wantinifh 7 
our Author's Book fome Conceflion, F 
which I think will be ſufficient to'oves. © 
throw all: that part pF his Hypothai, 
which favotrs more of the Epicurean 7 
the Chriffian : : As for Example. 


T1. He would not be taken for 008 Stet ” IVE 
wits that there are any Spiritual hap ves, 2 
74g. 6. but rather ſuppoſeth that £ 

© gels are Tmmaterial ; "Intellipent Spit 

\I'Fs Loos oh muſt acknowledgl 

4 han Mr. Saks who's 
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Fo endure to hear of any Subſtances, but Þ 
| - corporeal, and .explodes the reſt as mere * 
' Phantaſmes, ayd "Idols of the Imagination, 
- (Leviath, part. 3, cap.$4- pag. 208,,and Id! 
did his Maſter Epicures, is Diog. Laert. mn. 
Epicur, pag./282, where he endeavours to 
- make us believe, (that nothing can be un- ' 
 * derſtood as incorporeal, Tar 9% -x417 , Cx 
" . Cept a Vacuum, an Inanity, or Empty Space 
for Bodies to move in ; and therefore, 
Hays he, they who ſay the Soul is incor- 
, © poreal, wamudlyny, talk paiply. Now, thus 
2 Eee our Author agrees with him, 'that the : 
' Humane Soul is corporeal, but yet he de- 
{, _ nies not the Angels to be immaterial. 
[© - And this, I fay,. is ſomewhat odd, if we 
©  -cqnfider that the Soul of man is made tq 
know, love, and delight in'God as the 
*Rz /Angels themſelves are, (and indeed what 
- can they do that is higher than this? ) yet 
Four Author ſuppoſeth them to be Immate- 
- 2ie4;'but the, Soul, to be no better than 
' Corruptible matter, Yurely it is much more 
- » Tational to ſay, Ex operationum ſimilitudine | 
L-. collige poteſf ſimilitudo efſſentia : Anima autem 
E I gow yebigend), & wolendi cum Angels. ba- 
bet communem., \ergo & "Apbagaiay effentie, 
:a5%;Ated obſerves, from the likeneſs of 
Os b we may ather the likeneſs-of 
EF. 8&c. which Confideration. will 
>. Waph the more with thoſe, whe confider 
et EW Df ae TH, 
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+ Þt how great 'a rate the Soul of man was. 
e Þ<cdeemed by him, who took not 'upore * 
um the Nature of: Angels. And there- 
ofe I muſt take leave ro conclude with -. 

r. B. Nulla mihi obvia eſt ratiq, que fro” | 
bibere. videtur, ne Naturam totam mentalemy 
obis notam, Angelerun ſcilicet © Hominum, 
zd unam ſpecien in ſenſu generaliore, ' quaſe in 
laſſem unam, bene refigam. Meth.itTheol. 
Part. I, Cap, 4 pag. 134- | wo 
'. 2d4ly, He owns the Being , and Perfe- 
710ns of the Deity, and ſpeaks with w 3 
ow of © our Bleſſed Saviour Jeſus 

= 7 | _ 

34ly, He ſpeaks well of the Holy Scrip- 
ures,and cites ſeveral paſſages out of them, 

hich he thinks make for his purpaſe , 
and moreover is willing that the Point 
of the Soul's Immateriality ſhould be tried 
dy. their Authority, \pag. 19. -And there- |. 
ors I muſt ſay, ( ſans ceremonie ) if he re- 
uſe to fubmit to the determination” of 
he Scripture: as to the Soul's Immortality, 
he Appeal which he hath made is no bet- 
er than trifling Prevarication,// becom- 
ng a Philoſopher, and worſe a Chrfiſtzan. $. 
And beſides , if he imagine that he can'® | } 


DAY Wyn 
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Prove the Article of the ReſurreQtiong,as 
aid down in his Poſition, witho c Ry 

FÞclp of Scriptute,, I chink he. wouldW,.. 
F-*!! ©, give. che World, 2 Specimen of his. 14 
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Franſcendent Sagacity. in that*matter 
but if he fly to Scripture-Anthoriry wherd 
it is on bs ſide, it will juffly be accounted 


Fe 
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A piece of Parrtality and Impigty too, if heli 


yield not to it, where it makes. againſt 
bim. In a word, If the Scripture may be 
Judge in the cafe, it will be eaſy enough 
to diſprove the. fortger part of His Aſſer- 
tion, vis. That rhe Soul falls, of dies with 
the Body : And again; If he renounce the 


Scripture, he will never be able to prove 
= the latter, part of it, viz. That the Body 


Tiſeth again at the woict of the Arch-apngel, 


So [that the two parts of his Hyporhefis 


ſeem to_mix together like Oyl and Wa- 
ter. They want a, tertium quid to unite 


. ther; which yet muſt be neither Reaſon; ſe 
--., Dor Scripture. TEES | 


Theſe things being premiſed, what'I 
hag to ſay, ar preſent, upon' this occa- 


. . Ton, ſhall be digeſted into the following 


Nthod, . - 
Firſt, I ſhall evince by plain Scripture- 


z#prodf, ;That the Soul of man is immorral, 
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Sidcrable amongſt : the? Ancient Philoſo-  - 
hers did affert and maintain the Dodrige < 
f che Soul's. Immorrality. 
qatbly, Our Author's ObjeRions- wY 
de conſidered. ww 
5:hly, Something ſhall be ſaid togt! 
Point of materialpy, and pmmateria 
hich our Authbr harps fo myc 
oY: Some DireRions half b 


rr: I Br ſhew * how thoſe, w] 
believe” the - Immortality of the Bel | 


| ought to impl$rc lo, momentous a Do- 
atrine, "308 


C H-A.P. gH. 


The Jmmeitaliry: of the Soul aeoel by 
Scripture. F 


'O full and clear is Scripture-Evidence 
in this matter, that he who owns the 
Authority «of thoſe Sacred. Records, and 
= denies the ſeparate ſubſiſtence of the 
ul after Death, ſeems to be as incon- 
' ſiſtent with himſelf, as thoſe Philoſophers 
againſt whom Ariſtotle diſputes,. Meraph. 
Lib. 4. who affirmed, That a thigg myghs 
be, and not be, at the e time. 
I ſhall therefore under this Head _ 
' it appear , -That the Spiprares do fre- 
\ quently ip ak' of the Soul, as a Subſtance 
diſtin& from the Body , and capable of 
> ſubſq ting, Gag, and /uffering in a ſtate of 
ſeparation from it; and do rider aſſure 
us, Thar the Souls of good men ſhall be 
happy when fo ſeparate, even. before the 
; general Reſurrection , and fina Judg- 
ment, and the'Souls of-wicked men mi-' 
ſerable. For the proof of theſe things; 
let us take a view of the following prey 
"of pture. 
E. = We Fill begin with the Account of 
b |  man' $ Creation nA firſt, &-:-. 
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Gen. T. 26. \An# God ſaid, Tels: mike : 
"ran in our image, after oun likent}," and let 4 


bem have dominion, &C. erſe 27. So God 
eated man in hs own image, in the image 
God created he him, male and femaiOtr 


d be them. Chap. 2. 7. And the Lira God 
ormed man of the -duſt of the —_ and  - 

o@reathed. into bs noſtrils the breath of life, and 

ran became a living ſoul. Where you may 
dbſerve, I 


Firſt, That man was the. Maſterpiece of 
od*s Workmanſbip, or the moſt excellent Creas 
ure of all this lower World. And therefore 
hen all things were prepared for his. 
appy Subſiſtence, a Council, as it were, 
s-held about his Creation ;: to ſhew us 
Sow much the Wiſdom of God is' dif-. 
played, and ſhines forth in'ſuch a Crea- 

fure, who is an Epitome of all the World 
Weclides. jk | 
= 2dly> He was made in the image of God, 
Weſter ba likeneſs. Let us therefore conſider. 
herein- this Image may, reaſonably be 
uppoſed to. have confifted ; and where 
all we ſeek for it but in the Soul, which 
s\the nobleſt part of man, and therefore. 
agſt fir to be the Subje& of the Divine: _» 
 Wikeneſs ? "And there you may-find it, Part- ::; 2 
FF) in the qa intelle tual," Immortal Tra © 

 F=r+ of: the Soul; and partly in the 4b 
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the = atieval, * The larrer che ger or 


God/in 'man. This was i 


health, and perfection of his Nature, rs s | 


way**due coir, amy prom the end foi 
whicff he was made, though not inſepay 
rable from ir” The Fall x hey ir, Gract 
repairs it again, Epveſ. 4-24. Col. 3.10%) 
It is therefore abſurd to ſuppoſe, thaiif 
the words ſhould be interpreted of cichy 
"of theſes, wiz. the Natural; or Meral, { = 
ws to exclude the other. - A'Soul made. 
| corrfiptible periſhing Matter, -is nor fit: 
be called an Image of the Immortal God; 
neither is it a "capable Subject of :rho! 
Divine and Holy Qualifications , whicl 
all fpeak -an Immortal Narure in whic 
{> are implanted, and point aca glori 
ous -Immorality 'as their end. WP 
"'Thers'-is another . part, alſo , 'of th 
Image of God in,Man, and chat is thi 
Image of his Superemivents' or: Majeſty, it 
- thar Dominion which:God gave him. ova 
thee Creatures; ' But this need nor;ftop us 
being alcogerher ditin&tfrom thei DI -\ 
(which are principally inrended-3 'an 
-menrioned as fuch. "Man was tnft*cred 
ted-in the! lnage of -God', -ang: then hal 
this'Domitniion given hicis. s Zer- mo_ 2204 
ws in our hy <-x] — ond lo him bent 
; fe WE 0d 22 A 
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Whites 1 pt On the curean 15 5 
tupid 12: oh ng, ow ould- Circumſcribe: - 

he- Deity with: ithe.-finice- Figure of @ +. 

. | Sep Creech's Notes on Lacret= £53 , 

__ 
Fe. we ly add, IF ic/be Treaſon to impair 
0.Þr only the King's:Coins! which, hath his 


alifievage, and Swperſcription upon att Jet chem ;/ 
3Jook to. it, who: are not. afraid: to vil} 


and caſt dirt upon the na Sh X A 
phich was- created after the > > «24 
it who accepretb. not "the: Preſets of = 
1 Y:2ces. 
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be Soul. was different from that of tha. Body: 
he one was formed out of pre-exitiens © 
MK crcared)) Matter; the Dult of theGround, - 
End fo. was a dead , unadtixe.thing; till” - 
the other, wiz; the Spirit of' Lifa ;lor:Lives;” 
as it is-in "the Hebrew) was breathed into” 
init. by the Almighty... This was\nbt cdus 
ſeed ex yo" materie, but rather created 
Smmediately, to actuate, and-inform the- 
| BO 0 kV God had prepared for” it. 
inMTLhis is Diving particuls aire; fomething. 
eaÞobler-than the pureſt __ ofthe Blood, 
, and therefore. under | : ot-pe> 
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other , and 

am inferring from them; 
"There .,ate -many. other 
zeak of the Soul as a Subſtance diſtin& 
from the Body. Fob 14. 22. Hw fleſh' ups 
|. © birs:ſball bawe pain, and hs ſoul within him 
* * ſhall mourn; though Ariforle (as citedb 
our Author, pag. 2.) counts it,a great #5 
propriety of ſpeaking, to ſay the Soul is ſor 
rowful.” 2 Cor. 4. 16, Though our outward, 
- . nan periſh, yet' the imward man « renewed: 
day by day. - Tt ſeemg. then that they.daſ;. 

hot both'periſh together in the end, To it 
- fo,” they: would -both together tend alike 
.to periſhing in the way.” We find alſof;. 
the Soul -Jdiftinguiſhed from the Spiricc, 
Heb:*4: 12. To the dividing aſunder of foul 
and ſpirit ; and elſewhere we find. :heſe ru, 
diſtinguiſhed from the Body, x Theſ. 5-24; 
And 7's God your whole ſpirit , ſoul and 
body; "be: preſeraed blameleſs, 8c. - I.'yollfh x 
look aurrowly, and impartially into thelgf; 
places, perhaps you. may find not only all. 
Intellectual Warts and a Body, but alley,, 
the material. out , of purits which. yol 
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atk. < Fe are. the hakog EEE, &-- 
eween them, and the nearer. Inftruments' 
WM of the nobler Spirit's Operations. Burl. 
"Þ proceed. 
ll Match. 10. 28. Our Bleſſed Saviour af- 
Wſares us, That they which kill- the Body 
are-not able to kill the Sov]. But our Aus 
* "thor would perſuade us, That. the. Soul 
falls, periſhes, dyes with the Body, 
I, 14,15. How theſe will be reconci 
am utterly at a loſs; oe: widerit, 4 
, 2 Coy. 12. I, 2, 3. The poſtle pe 3 
ing of the Revelations * 0 had been - 
W made to him,, wiz. That he was caught 
Eup into Paradiſe, « or to the Third Hea- 
Y ven, and heard unſpeakable words whigh 
Ric was not lawful, or polible, for a man. 
Eto utter; tells us withal, twice over, That 
"Whether be was at that time, - the body, | 
"Yor out of the body, he could not rel. Whenge 
it is plain that the Apoſtle ſuppoſe 
Soul capa able of ſubGſting, and 26H 1:01 
of the Body, or elle he would never — . 
queſtioned whether ,ic was not his Wen 
MW caſe. But how eaſily could ouf Author 
"Yhave ſolved this difficulty , _ told the 
Apoltle, Sir, You need nor queſtiori bur | 
Wy our Soul was in the Body, for i cannot. 
att without bodily Organs. It cannon. fe of With 
out the Eze, &c. pag: 2.,hor probably do 
- oo; ay. ws ar all,. pag. F: S0 uy LY 
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 *his Miniſtry.” Now if the Soukdie with 
"rhe Body, I demand, whar doth the, Apos 
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is, That vam man would be wiſe, that is; 
be accounted fo, Fob 11. r2. I wonder 
not that ſome of the Predeceffors of thefe 
Philoſophers, excomntred the Apoſtle , and 
ſome ſaid, What would this babler ſay ? As 
x8. 17, 18. 


I mizhr furthfr 4dQ, That the Apoſtle 


here doth not ouly ſappoſe that the Soul 
can ſubſiſt, and act ſeparate from the Bo- 
&y, but that it can a& very »obly too ; 
which will appear, if we conſider what 
Obje&s were like to be prefented to him 
in the Third Heaverr, whither he was 
caught up, and what deep impreffions he 
received from them, retaining the memo- 
Ty of thoſe things when he was in the Bo- 
dy, which, for ought he: knew , were 
' Giſcovered to him when he was ont of it. 
* . Ph1.1.21,22,23, 24.” Fhe Apoſtle tells 
the Philippians, that hs was in a ſtrait be- 
twixt 190, baving a defire to depart, (or to 
be diſlolve&)” and to be with Chrift, which 
*(fays he) * far better 5 i. e. it was-more 
For his prefent perſonal advantage. And 
this depdrring he oppoſeth to abiding in the 
eſp, which was more 'needful- for them, 
tz. thar they might be farther 'edified'b 


Tf 


Rle mean b departing, and being with Chriſt ? 
"Dit he nor enjoy. more communion with 
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hs Con $f. \ , 5 | Fi ITS 4 
NY Chile before his death,, hari he can be | 
rf ſuppoſed ever to have erijoyed /ce; if his 2 
> Soul and Body- periſhed together 7 Ap 


4 why doth he fay, Thar to:dye s gam (verle * 
sf 21.) if by dying he mean-finking into } 
an unadtiveſtate ? And why doth he-op=- :; 
Sl poſe departing; and being with Chriſt, ts : 
al B- living, or abiding in the fleſki; if his Soul 
> could not live out of the fleſh, nor-fur- 
MM vive his Body ?- Again, T ask, ' Why the 
ati Apoſfle was in fo great a ſtrait, as not } 
nl knowing what to chuſe in this matter 7 : # 
as Had he fo litcle regard: to' the Honour .: 
ell and Intereſt of his great Maſter, fo little 
o-f love to the Service : of. Chriſt , -and the 
ol Souls of men ; as to queſtion whether he } 
rel ſhould chuſe to live for the edification of * 
1 the Church, 'ar fall down into a dead un- © 
ll 4#7vity 2 Will you ſay, that the Troubles . 7? 
2e-M and Perſecutions which he met with made. 
toll him weary of his Life and Work ? The 
bl Anſwer iseaſy, Himfelf tells you, har nowe 1 
of; thoſe things moved him; that he fainted: © 
1 ; yea he calls them light Afiidtions, and © 
had. learnt to rejoice in Tribulations. So that, 
in ſhort, .you may turn and wind which. 
way* you will; either what. the Apoſtle 35 
fays here hath-no colerable ſenſe in it,: or. ? 


_ #3 "37 VT FE ECIHIRFFF. / 5 (}/ 88 ("EM 
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_ A parallel. place we, have > Cor. 5.'r, 


\. 12,3, to the gth, where the Apoſtle ſpeaks 
of the diſſolution of the RT in 

, and moreover, werſe 6. While we are at 
home in the body, we are abſent from the Lord; 

, and wv. 8. We are confident, and willing ra- - 
ther to be abſent from the body, and to be pres 
ſent with the Lord. And v.4. He com- 
pares Death to uncloathing. What ſay 
you to-this ? Cannot a man hve when 
his Clothes are put off, and laid aſide ? 
even ſo may the Soul when ſeparate from 
the Body, elſe the Apoſtle's Confidence in 
this matter was vain. What did you mean 
to appeal to the Scripture, or ſo much as 
20 name ir ? PORE 

-» - The ſame Truth further appears in the 

' Parable of the rich Senſualiſt,. and Laza- 
rus, Luke 16. 19, &c. whence. you may 
Jearr the different States of feparate Souls - 
after Death, 
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. Obje&. But this is no Hifory, but a Pa- 
-rable, and therefore it is abſurd to draw 
any Arguments from it. 


Anhw. ]. readily grant, that there- are 
', many Circumſtances in Parables. which 
|, muſt not be too far ſtrained, andFreicu- 
L larly in this. But. yer, I fay, it was de- 
& ſigned toimffra?, and nor to deceive them. 
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BY Let it therefore be cofſidered; that:eithes? * 
it was.the common.Opinion amongſt the + * 
ews, (the Sadducees excepted, who were; 
a defpiſed Se) that. the 'Souls. of good 
men are happy, ant of -bad-men chflores: 
ble, when ſeparate-from their Bodies; or: 
it was not..their:. common. Opinion... :{f, 
not, it ſeems 'not.a thing worthy the .Wil-, 
dom:of our Lord-to eſtabliſh: his Parable: 
upon. an Hypotheſs contrary to: tlie com-* 
mon belief of the Fews. For this' would: 
be: more . likely to- prejydice then againſt: 
his Podrine; as built.upon falſe, and/ex-' 
travagant Opimions, than to gain apon 
But if it really: was their Opinion,.that 
the Souls. of men do fubſiſt, and are hap-' 
py, or miferable-when ſeparate from their: 
Bodies,- &c. then, I ſay, either this Opi-: * 
nion was true ,. or falſe; if true , it" was 
what I am pleading for ; if falſe, this Pa- 
rable was like to confirm them. in their 
Error, and ſo you refle& upon him that 
ſpoke it. I mention not the 'Conceit of - 
Tertulian, who will have Herod and Fobn 
the Baptiſt pointed at in it. ; 
Deut. 34. 5,6. We read that Moſes died, 
and was buried; and yet long after, Mat.. 
I7. we find that Moſes and Elias appeared: . 
upon the Mountain talking with our Sa-. .-4 
viour, when he was transfigured'; 'There-: "* 
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fore ſomething ” aces was "lire, and 
| capable. of acting F hong _y Body: qzab | 
 buried#-3; = Ren 
1. Again, Exod. 3. 6. God Niles himſelf 
| the God of Abraham, the God of - Iſaac, md. 
' rhe God.of Farob, Jong, after they were 
dead.:;;;And yet our Lord tells-the:S24- 
duczes, Math, 22. 32 That God z:20t the 
God of the dead,.: but of che living z i: e. theis 
Ruler, Benefator, and Felicity ; x: Rela- 

tion which the Dead: are: riot. capable of., 
as Mr:B.. obſervey:+;See his. Notes. 

the place. Therefore 4brabam, Taacz.agid 

Facob were in ſome ſenſe living; wiz. as 

to their Souls, though their Bodies were 

dead.. And beſides, you muſt take notice, 

that' the Sadducees denied not :only.: the 

| Refurre&tion of the: Body, but the-Im- 

mottality of the Soul; as Dr. Honmend 
obſerves, and that *Aaydmor ſignitierh not 
 - only the riſing of the Body, but. our-hi- 
ving: after this Life , when the Body is 
dead :.And fo the force of our tinea 5 
Argument i is very diſcernible. . -: : 

© Again , Luke 23.46. our Lord com- 
mends his ſelf-reſ ;gning Sout into his Fa- 
ther's hands, baving before told" the Pe- 
nitent 'Thief, To day ſhalt thou be with 21s 
6 3t2 Panadiſe 3 and Stephen dying, prays, 'Lord 
"= = Feſm receive my ffirit. Pray be Totkind as 
F- to give the- World forme ome *- _ 
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station of thole places, and. reconcile * 
Fern 15> he deacon of.- the Sails dying ' 
with- the Body : . For I, do affure you, _ 
moſt Chriſtian Interpreters -put.agother 
ſenſe upon them, ; and..it wauld .be-a +1 


o Ba | 


+ Y + 


piece of Charigy. to undeceive thor, 3f 
you know how ;. and » when your hand 1 
15in, . pray. write down what the Apaſtle 
meant) where he- ſpealts: of the frrits of | 
Juſt: men made perfett , \Hob. 12,23." If 
by. perfedtion- you mean ſeep, difſipgtion, | 
death, or periſbing,, 'you' mult make u5:a = 
new Dictionary, which Wy alſo tell 

us what: your 'Notion | of: Bleiſedneſs is*; 


x 


- 


that: ſo .we may know howto interpret 
thoſe words of St. Fobn, Rev. 14. 13- 
"Bleſſed are the dead which dye in the Lorfo— 
and their works do follow, or rather accom- 
pany, them, exons, Vide” Pol. Synop|.. 
And alſo what Solomonagneans, Prov. 14. 
32. The righteazrs hath bope in bas death. 
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Ic is eaſy to produce much more 
Scripture-proof to eſtabliſh the Doarine 
of the -Soul's Immortality , or .to en- 
large more upon what hath been al- 2} 
ready-offered. But thus much may ſuf- | 3 
fice for thoſe who are ready to ſubmit 
to 'the Rules and Authority of Scrip- © 
ture, and to be tried by them, and wh 
open arms to accept, and embrace the - 
LE ITS + Traub Þ 
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{ *rutlr, as our Authour ſpeaks ,” pag. 19, 
_ But cher is no Truth fo facred, no Evi- 
dence fo dlear, which perverſe Wranglers 
will not ſeek to evade, and wreſt, though 
they do it to their own deftruction. What 
can be more clear againſt the obſtinate 
Fews than that memorable Prophely , 
Gen. 49. 10. The | cepter (hall not depart from 
udah, nor a Li#w-gioer from between hs 
feet , until Shilch - come. And yet they 
oo no leſs _ _—_— Anſwers \ 
b or it, See Taylor's Liberty of Prophecying, 
'% pag. 80. Tha theilate Infarcious Mr. Hobs A 
' "every-where abuſeth the Scripture, with - 
tt 
tt 
S 
d 
Ci 


a Profanation not inferior to' the denying. 
of it. And ſo do thoſe of the Church of 
Rome , Socinians , Enthuſiaſts , and others. 
Seg John 3.20, 21. FONTS 70% TO. 
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at W7 be Immortality of the Soul proved. by fach 


Arguments as are drawn from the light of 
Natural Reaſon, and the common. Senſe and 
Experience of Mankind. The Firſt Ar- 
gument. | : 


E come now to the-proof of the' 
Immortality of the Soul, by ſuch 

Arguments as are: proper for the convi-, 
ion of thoſe Perſons, who will not ac ..3 
knowledge the Authority of the'Scrip- 3 
ture; and they are drawn either from 3 
thoſe Faculties and Powers wherewith the 
Soul is endued ; or from the groſs and 
dangerous Abſurdities that flow from the 
contrary Qpinion. Under each of thoſe 
general Heads of Argument ſeveral parti- 
culars will be necefſarily comprehended. + * . 


Argum. I. The noble Faculties, and Capa- 
cities of the Soul, argue that its Original is 
higher than our Author zs willing to þ, of, 
and that its Nature ws immortal. The ex- 
cellency of any Subſtance muſt be known 
by the Faculties, Virtues , or Powers radi- 
cated in jt, and the excellency.of thoſe 
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Objects about which thoſe Ads are con-M 
verſant.: Tala eff cujuſque rei Natura-qualy 

Pp # ejus Operatio, or, f you. will , Operari. 

— Jequitur y the being things is the root of 
their working. As they are more or lefs 
noble, ſo are their Aas ; and the Natures 
of all things are ſuited to the Ends and. 
Uſes for which they are deſfign'd by. the 
All-wiſe Contriver. 'Thus from the 'In- 
fluences, 'Operations , and Effeds of the. 
Sun, we boldly conclude,” that its Nature 

15 more noble than that of a Clod.-:-- I 


 . Firſt, It js manifeſt that the Nature of the 
Soul is wery vigorows and ſprighth.” Its wi- 
ral, ative Power worketh 2d mira, both 
in the Operations .of- the Intelle&, 'and 
- Will; and ad extra, \as-excited by. the In- 
' perinms of the Will. * How quick are the 
flights of oar Thoughts into the uttermoſt 
Regions of the Earth ? How ſpeedily. do 
they- compaſs Sea, and Land, and, not 
Eontent' with' ſuch a Circuit , ſoar: aloft; 
and loſe themſelves in forming Notions 
of imaginary Spaces beyond» the Celum 
Empyrauin it ſelf, and by and by are got 
as low as the very Centre of the Earth 2? 
And all thisin the twinkling of an Intelle- 
#kal Eye? With what facility, and brisk- 
_- can it turn.it fel from; ong-Objet, 
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lelights it ſelf ih thefe fportiul Vagaries, 
rhich are'as agreeable to its ative Nas 
re, as it is-for Matter-to- he ſtill, in a 
Irooping Tenſelefs,- unative State ?- Inſo- 
uch that ſome good Philoſophers think. 
hat .the Soul 'is conſtantly in ation 
ithout which they —_— the cefilation 
pf its Eſſential form would be inferred. - : 


, 


. And it is a great queſtion ; whether 


he nature of Habits (-which'has puzled 


o many thinking men) lies not much int 
fſome- unobſerved As; which: the (Sout 
hath intrinſecally, and in the depth of it, of 

hich we are not conſcious , till' ome 


further As proceed from them, which 


take in more of Corporeity and Animal 


Fpurits. : fo. St) oe 2 


However, we are ſure, that when the - 
uſe and exerciſe of our Senfes are inter- | 
rupted by natural Sleep, the Soul'ts oftert - 


at work , and 'its Reaſormngs ſometimes 
as lofty, and folid in Dreams ,-as when 
we are awake, and, it may be, niore. 
Whence an Ancient Philoſopher theught; 
that mens dreaming when' aſleep, Ws an 
intifmation that they” ſhould” live whey 
dead.  And*'the Peripatericks: (cas e/£han 
tells us, Var. Hiſt. tib. 3. cap. 11:) ſfuppo- 
ſed that the:Saul was more fagacious, and 
its. Apprehemfions more": Proph opherick-+n 
- $0 Ef © HD : Dreams, 
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o another ; and inſtead off being weary, *? 
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mm than in = OULIS WES eq he 
ken up with ſerving, and caring for thaff-;n 
Body. And the Stoicks, of old, thougbeMh 
that Sleep was familiare, & domefti y 
Orequlans, | 

However , *tis evident from all chined 

Ei. - that the Nature of the Soul-is very; ative; 
b. Hence Porphyry argues, That for #he Soul -tq 
I die," is for life ut ſelf to die, or for that which 
ku #;,-iper eflentiam, life ro ceaſe to be what it 
is. 'And Cicero Tuſc. queſh..[ib.+. 33 6. Nulla 
eſt celeritas que fe ofſit cum animi celeritate gon: 
_ - and from: ,this Conſideration: ; 
amongſt others, concludes it mult needs 
be immortal. -;;--.. 

Bur there is one thing more under this 
Head which I muſt not paſs by, wiz. That 
ſtrength, and ſolidity o Judgment which 
is many times obſervable in-dying Per- 
fons, notwithſtanding the languiſhing of 
their material Animal Spirits ; now here I 
demand, If the. Soul be nothing elſe but 

| the purer parts of the Blood ſeparated, 
inflamed , and made lucid in the Brain, 
how comes it to paſs, that when the Senſes 
growl, and the Spirics low, Reaſon 
-not -always equally decline with 
them ? If any of thoſe Material Spirits: 
be more pure, and wolatile, and ſo apter 
0. be diflipated than the. &it,-.0ne world 
ARnk it it ſhould beg he * onind i ar 
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a hicrefore that tha decay ſhould always be- 


nein there. But we find quite contrary, 
What the Rational workings of the Soul 
Wre, many times, rais'd above the uſual 
itch, when the Animal Spirits are almoſt 
Wiſlipated and gone , or however. ex- 
remely enfeebled. Which made Heraclizgs - 
1y, That the Soul four out of the Botly.as 
igbtning out of a Cloud , becauſe it is many ©; 
imes cleareſt in ts conceptions , when taking 4 


a ts flight from this Priſon. 
2 : 


-»M This helped to perfect the late Earl of 
Is BRoche/ter's Perſuaſion of the Soul's Immor-' 
Walg9, viz. © When Sickneſs had broughe 
SW him ſo near Death , ang his Spirits 
t WF were fo low and ſpent, that he could 
h WM not move nor ſtir, and did not think 
- W* he ſhould live an hour; yet he obſer- - 
FF ved that his Reaſon and Judgment 
LW were ſo ſtrong and clear, that from 
© if hence he was fully perſwaded that 
» MW Death was nor the Spending or Difſelu- 
» WM fon of the Soul, but only the Separa- 
 W* 7407: of it from Matter. See his Lite, 
| WP-22e 20, 21. | LEES. 
| And, . may ba, Gat which we Por * 
Wi 6:ning before Death, ariſeth from ſome... + 
prightly effagts-of the Soul ( din = 
alf Tooſeninglliias Matter) ſhaking off its +; 
cunning to be quite diſeri- Þ 
: _—_— tangled. 3 
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- ratigled. - Bur this brings me'ro a ſerond 
Particular. = ; - £ 
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14 2dly, The Underſtanding 5 wery noble 
Faculty, eager m its putſnits after Knowledgey 


ſearching intg Obje&s far tyongh-remote fron 
Matter, and above the Sphere of Senſe... It 
has 2 narural Bias. and - inclination. ta 
Truth . as" its obje&:, -and embraceth it 
with unſpeakable delight when ic hath 
found it. . Contemplative. Perfons know. 
this to be true, which makes them ſo un 
weiried in their_Studies-, and pleaſed 
- With any diſcoveries they can -make for 
the advancement- of Knowledge, Wis 
Tnade divers of the Ancicht Philoſophers 
travel into remote Countries, -that the) 
Tmyght converſe with Learned Men, and 
plean up' any Fragments 'of Knowledge 
where-ever they could find-them. © So did 
Apollonius, Plato, Pythagoras ,* Thales ,, & 
and. the Queen of Sheba came from the 
uttermoſt Parts of the Earth;” to hear-the 
Wiſdom of \Svlomor.' | Seneca thought'that 
- Man © buried alive - who” hved ; without 
Books. And Lip/izs thought himſelf on 


"top of Olympus ;--when he. read 'Senccs 
' Hriſt ippus thoughts Manithad berter be ; 
*Beggar than unlearned Furr. i ri] 
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nll cnclve Verſes in him better than all-the 
Ml German Empire ?' So raviſhing ate intelle- 
WH ual Pleaſures. * SV: dad 
= Impreſfions from without are made up- 
ive} on the Organs of Senſe, warious, accord-. 
om ing tothe variety of Obje#s, and hence .. 
ItY correſpondent Ideas are- formed in the 
col Imagination, and laid up in the Memory. 
| 1088 But there is ſomething higher , which' 
ah forts it-felf with theſe Phaneaſms ; com- 
OWN pounds, and divides them at pleaſure, 
1n-YI and makes new: ones-out of them, .as of 
led Centaurs , Syrens, -little Boys with Wings, 
forlll and what the Painter pleaſeth , which 
01588 have” no pattern in rerum natura , to an- 
fer them. What is it which, abſtractin 
from the individuating Circumſtances: of 
ſingular Beings, forms - univerſal Notk- --: 
ons, 'entia Rations, inadequate Conceptt--' zi 
ons of thoſe beings, and ſo rangeth the 
World of- Entities under the feveral $ 
cies to which they belong, by obſerring  * 
whetein they-agree or differ from each ©! 
other, -and conſidering their mutual: Anz-: - --- 
logics and Refpetts? What is that which: - ; 
withdraws the Imagination from attend- >; 
ing the Organsfof 'Sen! e, infomuch, that - -} 
times a5 We Dreamn,. though * 


E543 


though the Clock ſtrike near him 7 What 


* 
q 
5 


is it, that from: ſaicable- Premiſes infe 


certais. Coneluſians, and thus argues it! 
ſelf into & firm aflentto many things above? 
the diſcovery-gf Senſe, yea and contrary to: 
ſenſible:appearance? Of which more here- 


_:;- :- 39] | 
And what ſay you to Mathematical Spe- 


culations? how far are they beyond the. 


reach of Senſe or Imagination * The Inges 
nious Deſcartes, in his Sixth Meditation de 


Prima Philoſophia, ſets himſelf to examine 
the difference betwixt Imagination , and. 


pure Intellecion ,. and thus proceeds; 1 
can imagine a Triangle, as diſtin&ly as if 1 
ſaw it, and with ſome more difficulty a Pen- 


'tagone; but when I come to conſuter @ Figure 


with a thouſand, or ten thouſand Angles, 1 
can form mo ſuch diſtin Idea of ut in my 


Imagination, and yet I can eaſily underſtand” 
that ſuch a Figure there may be, as well as 
. either of the other ;_ and ſo he goes on. 


Thus you ſee how ſoon the Imagination 3s 


jaded, and tired out, byt the Underſtand- 
Ing can demonſtrate the Properties of thoſe / 
ſeveral. Figures , and argue it-ſelf into a 


fatisfactory aſlurangs 
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and many of the Precepts of Geometry. 
are utterly unimitable in the pureſt mat- 
ter that Phanſy can wy : And yet 
with what unlveakable isfaction-doth 
the Mind acquieſce in theſe Dempnſtra-” 
tions ſo abftratt from matter, and 'ihcom- 
etible to it 2 And when it hath thus 

b abſtraction (as it were) unbodied them, 
ec WW it takes them for-its own, and hath a per- 
= "if fet underſtanding. of them, and makes 
le MF both Senſe and Imagination know their 
6 Ml diſtance ; and if they will be too buſy, it 
d. WW filenceth and controlls them by its Sove- 

I WF reign Power ; and purſues its ſearch with 

I Wl ſo much earneſtneſs, that it knows not 

- WM how to give over. Hence the Mathe» 
© MW matical Sciences are called Kefgwo?, the” 
I Purifications of the Reaſonable Soul. Are 
9 Wl chimedes was fo intent upon it, thatwhen, 
I the Ciry was'taken, he obſerved it nots 
: Wl and when the. Soldier ( that killed him) 
. W came.into the Room where he was buſy 
S WO atit, he bids him have a care of diſorder- 
- W ing his Figure. | 5: 
- WW it were caſy to enlarge much on this 
: WF Particular; but, I am very confident, that 
no Mathemaglatiggmcho ſeriouſly corifi- 

ders what; & when intent.up- 
poll ly perſuade 
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in two or three days time, ſhould Become: * 
capable of fuch'Speculations as th&le. Tr' 1 
wete every jot” as irrational, as to cofi- | 
clude with the Comedizn, That if the Blood* W: 
of an Afs was fransfufed into a Virtuoſo, 
there would. be ſmall difference between 
the Emittent Aſs, and the Recipient Philo- 
fopher. Shadwell. 

But follow me a little further, and you 
ſhall ſee yet preater things than theſe. 
The” Underſtatiding is not fatisfied with 3 
the knowledge of lower, or lefs impor- 
tant Truths, but it rifeth up from viſible 

' Effects to the inviſible Cauſes, and Springs ' 

of Action, and reſteth not till ir come to 

the Ens Entium, the Cauſe of Cauſes , the 
Fountain of Being , and ſo contemplates 
him who is, 5 &'5, x} dum) 1 4aflera, One, and WO : 
Truth it ſelf, as Plato ſpeaks, Crit. pag. 57. i 
It conſiders its Relation to God , its De- 
pendence npon him, its Duty to him. Tt 
underſtands moral Good and Evil, Right 
and Wrong, - Vertue and Vite; which fall 
not under the Laws of Matter and Mo- 
tion. - It ſtudies the Nature of Spiritual 
Subſtances, ad intimas _rexm Spiritualium 
quidditates penetratiltiair-re contendit. 
Scheibler's Meta b- ) he-M v 
piger yeiſdy, Bcc. the Un-WN © 

derſtanding diff alatible 

_ Objects, as the 
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Senfe ; Max. Tyr. Diſſert. 1. pag. 9. We 3 
have many abſtracted Notions and Idea's 
of immaterial things, which depend not 
” on Bodily Figures : And in what Subje& 
» B can theſe Notions be lodged, but in one 
that is Immaterial? Therefore, I ſay, S: 
- renunciatur tanto bono Immortalitatzs, &c. If 
we renounce the Immortality of the Soul, fo 
1 reat a good, we muſt alſo renounce our Wit, > 
- M Reaſon, a»d Mind , by which we are Im- 
1 "MW mortal , Lud. Viv. de ver. Fidei. Lib. x. 
- WW P25: 147 
E And now let the whole Herd of our 
's Wl Epicurean Noveliſts ( who cry up the un- 
o WW conceivable power of Matter, and Motzon) 
e WM muſter up their Forces, - and fairly deduce 
s MW from the Principles of their Hypotheſis, a 
d I rational, intelligible account of thoſe Opera- 
7. MW tions of the Intelle&,which are fo firuual, 
> Wl and ab/ftra# from Matter. What ſay you? 
it WY Can Matter and Motion contemplate the 
- Glorious Attributes of God ? Can a Spi- 
U 
I 
al 
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ritual Obje&t be apprehended without a 
Spiritual A&? And can ſuch an Ac be 
produce. without a Spiritual - Power ? 
And can ſughy 
meer Mattgf 


Pawer be radicated in 
+ modified, or mo- 


«- ved? M aff an Analogy be- | 
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A-Diſcourſe concerning © 


Inviſible? Can Matter and Motion con- 
template that Perfe&tion, which excludes 
all Corporeal Imperfetion ? Is not this 
tO act extra Spharam ? Does not Ariſtotle 
himſelf (in whoſe ſuppoſed Authority you 
ſeem to glory) tell you, That the Under- 
ſtanding is made one with the Obje& un- 
derſtood ? which yet muſt be interpreted - 
' cum gran ſalis. No wonder if thoſe who 
have groſs material conceptions of their 
own Souls, be ſuſpe&ted of Arhei/m it ſelf, 
as Epicurus was ; of whom Cicero ſaith, he 
did nomine ponere, re tollere,, Deos, in word 
confeſs, but in effe& deny a Deity. 

And why do you not anſwer De. St:l- 
ling fleet"s Demands, Origin. Sacr. pag. 416. 
** Can Atoms diſpute whether there be 
* Atoms or no? And whether the Soul 
*© be corporeal or no ? Can Atoms frame 
 Syllogifms in Mood and Figure ? Can 
*© meer Matter argue pro and con , whe- 
© ther it be Matter, or ſomething elſe ? 

Or if theſe Queſtions be too hard for 
you , why do you not accept the Chal- 
lenge which Scaliger, Sennertws, and others 
have given you, and. tellghe World how 
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Matter and Motis 2; CE eVEn Senſe 
It ſelf, which is4 or Nature ? 
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folve theſe Phenomena in a Mechanical © 
way? Nil dat quod non babet. | 


les fl + 
his  . 3dly, 7he frog. power of the 
wle Wl Wl, its Afts and Objetts, do further. argue 


ow | that rhe Soul is of a Spiritual and Immortal 
r- MW Nature. This is that” Faculty which chu- 
n- | ſeth, refuſeth, or ſuſpends its Ads, as 
ed i Objeds appear, and are efimated good, or 
10 Þ evil, or of doubtful conſideration. This 
ir MW renders a man capable of moral Govern- 
If, M- ment by Laws, with their. annexed San- 
he MY tions, Promiſes, Threatnings, &c. This 
rd MW Faculty is the firſt Subje&t of Moral Good 

or Evil. The whole Frame of Govern- 
/- WW ment. All Legiſlation , Judgment and 
6. MW Execution, Rewards and Puniſhments de- 
xx MW pend upon it. And as the Underſtand- 
ul W ing purſues Truth, fo doth the Will Good- 
e WM ze; and if at any time it willeth Evil, 
n it is ſub ratione bonz,, under the appearance 
- W or nation of Good, in ſome reſpe& or 
other. An inclination to Happineſs is ef- 
r WY fential to irs Nature; neither can it be 
- ſatisfied with ſenſible , material, corruptible 
s MW O5je#s, but mounts higher, and reacheth 


forth after Spiritual and Divine things, and 
can never reli it:centre upon the Inf- 
. ute Good, il God himſeW. Fecz#4 


bw eff cor noſtrum do» 
aſt. Confeſl. lib. x. . : 
20 by 
7%, Cap. I, : 
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 * CAP. I. Thou baſt 'maile us for Thy felf, -and 
l =. Fe & reſthſs till it Le AF x. | $05 
Lib. 4. cap. 10. Quaquaversim ſe wertit 
Anima hominzs , ad dolores figitur alibi, pre- 
terquam in Te, Which way ſoever the Soul of 
man turns, it can meet with nothing but grief, 
_ till it reſt in God. 


Hz motins animorum, atque hac certaming; — 


Now I would ask thoſe Philoſophers (for 


 fothey yetaffee to be called) with whom 
'.. T have to do, How they will explain the 
Liberty of the Will by the Laws of Marter 
and Motion?(of which more under another 
Head.) And if the Soul be nothing elſe 
but the purer Spirits of the Blood, meer 
periſhing matter, how comes it to pals thae 
material, corruptible Objects will not fa- 
 eisfy its Deſires ? There is in every thing 
fo great a tendency to' union with its 
like, that "tis become even a Proverb, like 
to like, ſimile gaudet ſimili, Earth to Earth, 
Warer to Water, ec. And if the Soul be 
made of , corruptible, periſhing Matter , 
how is it, that it fo ſtretcheth it ſelf be- 
yond its compaſs , and will not reſt in 
Objeds like it ſelf, hurmſtneeds be af- 
piring after Immortal Ewill not be 
Eaticfſed with the $ ehey have 
afligned to it, bias gich 
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the inviſible World of Spirits, and Fang 

reſt, but in the Infinite, Eternal Good. z 
Certiſſimum eſt ſienam , &c. © It is (lays * 
© one) a .molt certain ſign that the Na- 
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gB la 
of © © ture of the Soul doth excel all pechin 
ef, If © things, becauſe none of thole thin 


© can be found which will not in time 
* grow wile, and z»/pid to it: Alſted. Tts 
Divine Tendencies and Flights ſpeak its 
Extra&ion and Duration to0.. —"Y 
gthly, The Power which the Soul hath of 


oy 

m 8 roflefing upon its.own As, both as to their . | 
ie MW Nature and Meazality, is a further proof of its % 
er Ml Spiritual, Immortal Being. Tt not only un- "2 
>r Wl derſtends, but knows that it does ſo. It $$ 
> i contemplates and refle&ts upon its own ©: 


Contemplation. It can form Arguments, 
and then examine and weigh the ſtrength 
of them. It can ſift its own Notions, 
and conſider what may be objeted 
againſt them, and fortify it ſelf againſt 
thele Objections. Thus it improves it . ! 
ſelf in the knowledge of Truth, and then - -4 
reflects upon the . improvements which it 
has'made. , It can retire from its com- 
merce -with .external Objects, and take 
a; view of. its. own eſſential Powers and 
Virtues. And.indeed we cannot know 
what our Souls.are, but by theſe wizs 

In thenſclves, which or- 
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ly can ſteal from them their own Secrets, 
as a Learned Man obſerves, — Smith,of the 
Þnmortality of the Soul, And if any doubt 
of this refletive Power, his very doubt- 
ing is enough to prove it, for he could 
not doubt , but by Refle&tion upon: him- 


= ©— 5H © 


+ felf, as Dr. Stllingfleet. | 
_ And what fay you to -the mighty 
power of Natural Conſcience, which re-WC 
flecs upon our Ads under a Moral Confi-W1l 
deration ; compares them with the Law, ſt 

..- accuſeth or excuſeth, raiſeth Storms, or fpeaks ſo 
&.- Peace, and fo is in part an Executioner, as WC 
*| well as a Witneſs, and a fudge. How bit- ſt! 
© terly doth Tiberizs complain of the laſhes Wl 
it gave him, as Tacitus imforms us? and Wb 

. fo doth Suetonius, and Dion Caſſius. The Wi: 


like may be ſaid of Orho ;' Fugurtha, and 
many more: ee Eo 


m=—— Prima eft bac ultio, quod ſe 
Tudice nemo nocens abſobvitar. Jav. 


Thus you fee how Conſcience gives Men 
a foretaſt of what's like to come after, 
whether they will or no: ' Infomuch that 
the greateft pleaſures of the Soul, and'its 
moſt piercing troubles, *areg-from Moral 
Cauſes. And, whativhane=Matter and 
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yea, or ſo much as to the prodution. of | 
a thought? Debate this Point impartially 
and cloſely with your own Faculties, and 
(T had almoſt id) think ſo meanly of 
the Soul wo” can. | 

Is it poflible that any Man in his wits 
ſhould believe, that the Notions of Moral 
Good and Evil , the remorſe of a bad 
Conſcience, and the joys of a good one, 
ſhould proceed from: nothing elſe , bur +. 
the ſhufflings and cuttings of the ſpiritu- 
ous Parts of the Blood up and down the 
Cavities and Ventricles of the Brain 2 Nov 4 


thing can be imagined more abſurd, un- -*# 
leſs it be that the World alſo was made . | 


by a fortuitous concourſe of Atoms,which 
is the height of Nonſenſe and Extrava- 
gancy. 

Fthly, The Soul hath a power of re&ify- 
ing thoſe miſtakes to which an over-credulous 
regard to Senſe and Imagination too of ten be- 
frays #s. Thus Reaſon boldly concludes, 
hat the Oar is ſtraight , though, when 
part of it is under Water, it appears 
rooked ,” becauſe of the Refrattion, of 


Rays. through a double Medium of unx 4.5 
zqual Tenuity ; and that Snow is white; © ** 


hough when the Eye is affeted with bi- 
tous Humours in«the Jaundice , it ſeems' 
e W<llow; and-rhavake Heads of our 4»ti- 
_—_ our 
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our 1magthation obſtinat ely ſnggeſts £0 th 
contrary.: Now, if the Mind was of the 
fame nature with the corporeal Facul-: 
ties, their Judgment would be uniform: 
Therefore, how much ſoever Matter and 
Motion may be concerned in theſe erro- 


neous Impreflions which are made upon WC 
our Senſes and Imaginations, it muſt needs il > 
be ſome nobler Principle in us which  q 
ſupplics- theſe defets, and corrects the WW ti 
Errors: which proceed from them. Can Wm 
Matter and Motion make fuch groſs mi- Wc: 
ftakes, and rectify them when it has War 
done? This is to a& above it ſelf, to do Mth 
and undo, and is altogether unconceiva- M A 
ble and incredible to thoſe, who will:not Wits 
be impoſed upon by an empty found of MP] 
words. If you cannot explain the man- Writ 
ner of Senfation it ſelf by meer Matter Wof 
and Motion , how will you folve thoſe W w 


Phenom:na which tranſcend the. power -& 
both of Senſe and- Imagination *What © + 
is that in Man which will not form its i of 
judgment of things according to the rude 
Vores of the Senfes, but conſults fome 
- Clearer Principle within it ſelf ? Speak to 
the, purpoſe or not at all. | 
6thly, The Soul bas a Power of reftrain- 
mg and controlling the "inordivate Efforts of 
rhe material Animal "Sywiti'y iaubich . avg 
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frequent Conflits between Reaſon, and 
the ſenſitirve Appetite, fully prove, that there 
is in Man a Power ſuperior to. that of 
atter and Motion. 
The material Animal Spirits are mn 
concerned in 'the diſorders of Paſjon and 
Concupiſcence. But , what is that Regent 
Predominant Principle which condemns and 
checks theſe nnraly Motions of the brui- 
tiſh Appetite, and chuſeth ſometimes the 
moſt diftaſtfal rhings to Senſe, yea, and 
can give the Body to be burned for high 
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$ Wand weighty Reaſons, notwithſtanding all 
) the Recoils and Tumults of the Material 
- MW Animal Spirits:, and uſfeth the Body as 
t Wits Inſtrument: to ſerve its own Wull and 
i MW Pleaſure? What can this'/be, but the Ra- 


tional Intelleual Spirit, which is capable 
of ſubſiſting without the Body-, or elſe 
would never 'ſo conſent to its Deſtru- 


w A tt 


r W ction ? F 
t But off-the' other hand, when the Soul .. * 
s WW of a Man's fo immersd in Senſuality, | 
- © chat it lets looſe the Reins to Luft and 


Appetice, and forgew its own Dignity 

aſd Prerogative; we juſtly ſay the Bea#t 
W7:/cs, and not the Man. And T believe it 
"will prove at Hſt; that the Soul muſt be 
accountable to its Maker for ſuch mif- 
thanagement,. an{'fo' groſs a negle& of 
is Dante » þ 
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To conclude this Argument. If both * 
the Senſitive and Intelle&ual Powers ay : 
From no higher a Spring than Matter and * 
Motion, How come theſe Material Spi- 
rits ſo to ſtruggle one with: another, and * 
one part of them ſide with Reaſon, . the 
other fight againſt it? If you think all. this | 
is nothing elſe but the ſtriving of the am- 
bitious Particles of Matter for ſuperiority 
and pre-eminence, you may. think ſo ſtill 
for me. I am not at leaſure'to fight with 
Shadows. ; > ; ef enr592 pre 

7thly, There is in the Soul a natural af- | 
prebenſion of . tts 0n Immortality ; and -by x 


WF © -chis God rules the World, who needs.2ot, 


will not rule it in a way, of deceit. _ The | 
belief of the Soyls capacity of ſubfilting. 
in a ſtate of Separation from the Body, 
is ſo apt to-infinuate it ſelf into the minds - 
of Men, - and hath been-ſo generally re- 
ceived -and entertain'd in the World 

that ic may. juſtly be reckoned amongſt 
the Notitize Commmunes, Or natural Notions, 
which are. imprinted upon the minds of 


Men: by the Author of Nature. "Tis 'a-W 


Notion which hath endured the Teftwof Þ 
all Ages,” and {till prevailed. Good Men 
believe and rejoyce in it. \ Bad Men can- 
not ſhake off the fears of it. ; Thoſe - that 
-are of contrary Factions, Qpinions, and | 
Intereſts in other reſpects, are yet-agreed 
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in this, That the Soul is Immortal. . The 
illiterate Vulgar, who are guided by the 
more ſimple Difates of Nature , have 
more deep impreſſions of this great truth, 
than ſome of. the Learned themſelves, 
who by their laborious trifling have di- 
ſputed themſelves into greater Ignorance, 
and raiſed Devils, which they have not 
the Wit or Honeſty to lay again. Not 
only-the Civilized Greeks and Romans, but 
the Barbarous Scyrhians, Indians, &c. have 
believed it: And what Salmaſes ſays up- 
on another account, | de Coma} is as ap- | 
plicable to the. matter in hand. Quanto © 
mags Barbari, tanto felicius faciliuſque Na- _ | 
turam Ducem ſequi putantur. Fam detor- 
quent , aut ab ea mags recedunt politiores 
Gentes. | 

The moſt Eminent of the Philoſophers 
(who have taken pains to cultivate their 
Underſtandings, and to reſcue them from 
the miſtakes which Education, Example , 
or Inconſiderateneſs had betrayed them to) 


great Trurh, except a few ſelf-conceited 
Epicure :ns- (who have been the ſcorn and 
by-word of all the reſt) and the Sad- 
ducees, whom the Fewiſh Writers reckon 
among them. .Cicero obſerves, that there 
the minds-of Men, . Qza/i [eculorum 
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lb. 1. 331. 4A Kind of preſage of a fiturt: 
World. ied 
Moreover, theſe Perſons who have en-/ 
deavoured to run down the Notion of! 
the Soul's Immortality, have not been 
able to avoid the force of it in their 
own Breaſts, nor to ſecure themſelves 
from the fear of what might befal them 
in a State of Separation from the Body, 
finding ſomething within themſelves , 
which bore witneſs to the Truth, in de- 
{pight of their ſtupid Oppoſition. And 
- what Seneca ſaith of Athetſ 
plied to .theſe Men , viz, That though m 
the day-time, and in company, they may with 
ſome ſhew of confidence deny the Immortality 
of the Soul; yet in the Night, . vhen they are 
alone, fibi dubitant, they are full of ' doubts 


about tit. 


The Giant, Epicarus, of whom Lucre- 


tius faith; He was the firſt man who durſt 
fight againſt Heaven , Lb. 1. de Natura 
rerum, Was himſelf as fearful, as any man, 
of thoſe things which he denied were to. 
be feared, viz. Death , and the Deity. 
As Cicero obſerves, de Nature: Deor. Lib. 1. 
and fo you find him arguing in Laerties, 
That - Death is not a thing to be jeſted 
with, Yd. Laert.' in Epicur. 297. Whence 
the Learned . Dtu;Srillingfieet : obſerves , 
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his Conſcience, after he has proſfirnted it ; 
Ml for (whatever there be in the Air} there ]. 
n-Y is (ſays he) an Elaftical power in Con- 
of ſcience, that will bear ir ſelf up, not- 
en | withſtanding the weight that is laid upon 
Ir it, Orig. Sacr. 365. 

es And 'tis very obſervable, that our Au- 
m }f thor himſelf, though pag. 15. he ſays poſi- 
Y, @ tively, That by Death the man's Faculty of 
; > Wl thinking # certainly deſtroyed; yer elſe where 
e- I he ſpeaks more dubiouſly, pag. 4,11, 12. 

1d «* The Minds of ſuch Perſons (ſays 
p- BB © my Lord Bacon) are always wavering, 
m | © and unſatisfied, never able to fmother 
hb = © the in-bred conſciouſneſs of their Im- 
ty © mortalicy, fo as not to have continual 
re Ml © ſuggeſtions of fear and ſcruple. | 
ts Have you not heard of ſome fach Per- - : 
ſons who durſt not be alone in the Night? © *3 
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e- WM of others, who durſt not go to ſleep with- 
it W out a Candle burning by them ? 

a And it is further obſervable, how de- 
1, MW firous men are that their Names ſhould be 
O WF had in remembrance when they are dead, 
/. WM which is but the degeneracy of that nobler 
.. MW Inclination which the Soul has to Immor- 
r, MW ality it ſelf. Thus Epiturus appointed in 
d WI his Laft Will, chat his Birth-day ſhould be 
© Wl celebrated every: Year, |( Laert. pag. 271.) 
> Plcafing himielbowich a vain. ſhadow © 
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 - Now I ask, If the Soul be nothing but * 
ſome of the more ſpirituous parts of the ' 
Blood, and muſt die, periſh, or fall with : 
the Body ; how comes it to paſs that it ' 
hath ſuch forcible Apprehenſions, ſuch an | 
indelible Conſciouſneſs of its own Immor- 
tality 2 How comes this Notion to be ſo 
general, as you have heard; if it proceed 
not from the common Diaate of Reaſon, 
ating alike in all Mankind, though they 
know not one another's minds? and if 
it be from Nature , how can it be vain 
or falſe ? | 
_ How come theſe lictle Particles in the | 
Brain to dance themſelves into a Notion 
fo foreign to their Nature ? yea, or fo ' 
much as to ſtart a Queſtion about it? } 
How comes that, which according to our 
Author's Notion (pag. 10.) was no better 
than Wheat-meal, or Malt the other day, 
to phanly it ſelf immortal to day ? ſurely 
41t 15 well improved in a very little time. 
Sz in nobis nihil eſſet niſi carporeum, &* cadu- | 
cum , unde orta eſjet nobis ea dubitatio , aut ' 
ommino cogitatio de aternss & incorporess, \ma- 
gs quam belluis? Omnis enim cogitatio (N:B.) 
aut ab objefis ori eft , aut interixs ex-nobis 
5pſis ſuppullulat , Valleſius de-ſacri Philol. 
Pag- 74- But this bringg.me to the'>e- 
cond General As LEBEN "12 IE prot 4 
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CHAP. IV: 


Arguin. IH. Drawn from the many groſs Ab-. 
ſurdities which follow from the Opinion of 


the SouP's dying with the Body: 


Arg. 1I. THERE is ſuch a monſtrous 

Ss + Train of Abſurdities which 
follow our Author's Opinion, as renders 
it altogether incredible. If it were true; 
riothing but Truth could rationally be in« 
ferred” from it. Ex wero nil niſi wverum: 
There is a concatenation of Truths. They 
are linkt one to another, and ſo are their 
Contraries, But I come to Particulars: 


Firft, If 6ur Authors Hypotheſis be true, no 
irian is the ſame this year ( nit to ſay this 
Week) that he was the laſt. Individuatiof 3 
Per/onality, Rewards, Paniſhments, Rights 
and Properties, are ſtrangely overthrow: , 

The Matter of the Body is in a continicat 


flux, daily diflipated by inſenſible Tran 


tpiration, _&c: : ( of which ſee Dr: Glifon; © 
Charlton's OEctnomia ; and efpetially Sans 
Forii Medictn:. Static. ) and {till recraited 
by frefh ſi applics from the rnourthment we 
take-in': | Andithe like may be faid of t# 
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new Blood: So- that according to this 
Notion , our Author hath not the fame 
Soul this Week that he had the laſt, nor 
perhaps the leaſt particle of Matter about 


, tim the ſame that it was twenty years 


ago. If he ſay hewas born Heir to any * 
part of his Eſtate, I muſt cell him, he4s, 
not the ſame Perſon, either Soul, or. Bo- 
dy , that was born Seventy years ſince, 
therefore he may either relinquiſh his: 


Opinion, or his Right to his Eſtate, whe- 


ther he pleaſeth. Some more permanenc 
thing than Matter, and Motion, muſt be 
fixed 'on, to make the Man the fame.] If 
you ſay, That ſome of the more fold 
parts of the Body, as Foes, Cartjlages, &C. 
may have remained all the while, and fo 
fix the Principle of Individuation thefe. 
I anſwer, Ir's pity the World. was not ac- 
gr—_ with ſo improving- a Notion. 

ner, for we have not yet learned to 
call the Bones the Man. - 

How much better were it to fay with 


| the Platoniſts, Anima: cujuſque eff quiſque,” 


as Marſilius Ficinus argues in his Comment 
upon Plato's Conuivium. Quis uſque adeo: 
demens erit, ut hominis appellationem in nobis 


firmiſſimam corpori fluenti ſemper, '&* andique 
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purpoſe ſpeaks s*:Cicero, Tuſe. Qu. lib. * 
«Cur -igitur , ſee te', dicit', bye diir, noſes 
animuns tun, nam corpus quidern qhob Oi | 
ef, aut aliqued animi receptanthans:; Ab ant- © 
mo tuo quicquid agittr, id agitur 4 te, page 
340. Ando this Deſrartes agrees, Meditat. 
Quart. de prims = ſophia, - Natwra co _—_ 

_ que in me eff, wel potius,” que ipſe ſum, 
wn 22. $0 the Scriprers ſpeaks of che” 
Soul as the Man, and of the Body as'its 
Cloathing, 2' Cor. 5. 4. It was a notable 
Speech of  Heraclitus, is } aunv milaudy ofs, 
&c. . © A man-cannot enter ewice. into 
< the ſame River,- exprefiing thereby the 
© conſtant flux of Matter. The Applica- 
tion"is eaſy. - Bat I proceed. * 


* 


My 


Oaly one thing-more I would add un- 7 
der ' this Head ;: If the Soul be-only the -: 
material Spirits ſeparated from the Blood, : 
and refined in the Brain, and theſe Spi- 
rits be daily evaporating, and new ons... 
coming in their room ; how comes 5b | 
paſs that our Memories are not quite de- 
ftroyed and confounded by thoſe new Spi- 
rits which come in -to fill-up that vacuity 7 
which was made by the departure of the ' 
old-? Can the new Spirits know what the 
old were, or did, which went before them? 
why do'you nor anſwer Plorinus, who tells 
you, Kino elm; ee. This new Smronger 

te Sd Spills be ipno-v of what th 
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other before, it knew. And eſpecially tell © 
. me. whence it is that Old men, after ſo 
' many changes, of their material Spirits, 
- .and lo vaſt a gumber of Idea's which have 
en imprinted upon. their Imaginations, 
will yet better remember ſome /Jirtle Aci- 
ons of their Childhood, than many later 
| Paſſages of their more manly years, which 
are, better worth remembring_? piokay | 
To this purpoſe argues Dr. More. © The 
* laſt Faculty, ( ſays he) that I will -con- - 
 * ſider, is Memory, which is alſo neceſſa- 
. © ily joined with the reſt in the com- 
* mon Percipient ; of which not only the 
< fluidity of parts, but alſo their diſlipa- 
- © bility, makes the Animal Spirits utter- 
& ly uncapable. . For certainly, the Spi- 
>" © Tits, by reaſon of their Subtiley,: and 
© Adivity, are very diflipable, and in all 
| - © likelihood remain not the fame for the 
.  * ſpace of a Week together ; and yer 
* -*Sthings, that one has not thought of for 
- © many years, will come as freſhly into 
 <.a man's mind, as if they were tranſ- 
« .aced'but yeſterday. See his Immortality 


of the Soul, pag- 87. 


| 2dly, If our Aathor*s Opinion be true, there 
» can be ne. ſuch thing as, Moral Good or Tow 
among men: For the natural liberty of the 
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 Priniciple in'Man to. corre the Irregula- : 
Mics Of che Material Spirits, and their : 
motions, 'Man is not a capable Subje& of -. ' 
being governed by Laws ina moral way ; 
and here there s no law,there i no tranſpreſ- 
fon. The freedom of the Will can never be 
reconciled: 70, or explicated by, the rigid 
Laws of Matter and Motion ; but all our 
Afions mult either ariſe from the fortui- 
' tous dances and friskings of Atoms u 
- and down the Brain and Nerves, or e 
be neceflitated by the irreſiſtifle impulſe 
of ſome Superior Cauſe, and fo there is a 
fatal determination which ſits upon the 
Wheels of theſe-Corporeal Motions. And 
thus Mr. Hobs will have it, © That our ' 
* Volitions are neceffitated by Superior or 

& Natural Cauſes, as much as any mo- 

* tion in a Clock or Watch; and that it 

© 15 unconceivable that any Act, or mode | 
* of Act, can be without a neceflitating 
« Efficient Cauſe. Thus he alfo afficns - * 
<.a certain connexion betwixt .all our- ? 
* Thoughts, and a neceſſary Fate in all* ; 
<* things. If this be crue ;-we muſt no 7 
More ſay, that the Will cannot be compelled, - x: 
Hut: rather, chat it is always ſo; and by 
conſequence, the man that kills another is 
' no more blame-worthy, than the Sword 


4 ® o 4 ud 5 
wherewith-he kills him, both their Mo- : 
. , CY N vg 
tots - DEIRP-ante: necct ted ; and the” 2 
DIP | Ds ge 29% Wy £ a 


< * x " 
L . $5 RET 4 3:5 - Ons, FOO IE 093 
5 +5. Ss. & < d 35+ a _ 5 2 0 
1 5 7 


'  Dbg ads philoſophically when he bites 
the Stone , but y.rwr ro. not the Han 
that threw it. Neither is it ro any more 
purpoſe to perſuade men to Virtue, than 
it would, be.:to make a Learned Diſcourſe 
ef Harmony to a Lute, inſtead of putting 
it in Tune. As you like theſe: Conſe- 
quences, you ſhall have more of them at 

another opportunity. If you ſay your Opi» 

+ nion is nat fo groſs as that of Mr. Hobs's; 
TE anſwer, it had ill hap to be fo like ir:: 

 * Youf worgs are, (pag. 2.) © We fee ina 
© Mufical Organ every Pipe-has its pro- 

+ © per found, and function, and the ſame 

+ F Rreath.adts them all, and therein ap- 
5 pears a' great effect and*power of Mat- 
ter and Motion rightly: fabricated and 
© acted by the hand of Artifts; and what 

' © then may not God do with them, and. - 

 * by them, when he pleaſeth?- So that if 
our Material Spirits be inordinate'in their - 
motions, you are in a ready way to make 
God the Author of fin, by your Philo- 


=, IG We | 

<tr were:much better to ſay with' Ciero | 

| { Sentit animus ſe moveri ; . quod cum ſertify” ' | 
hud una ſentit, ſe wi ſua, non alien, moveri; 

Pe areidere poſſe ut ipſe unquam' 4 ſe deſera-. 

k thr; Ex quo effcitur aternitas, &c: Tuſc: 
Qu. hb. 1. 3 2] fo be:it, we overlook: 
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' a Future State:of Retribution..Xou have hea 


* Why ſhould char Soul, which, according | 
little Wheat-flower, Male, or, it may be, 
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2dly, If the Hypotheſis which I. am writing | 


againſt, be true, -n0 man can rationally belie 


already how Individuation and Pexfo 43 


licy are overthrown by it; and by conſe- 


quence there'can be no juft room for Re- 
-wards and Puniſhments hereafter, becauſe . 
the Perſon when he died had nor the 
fame Soul that he had a month before. - 
and , why ſhould one Soul be pun;ſhed for 
another's Crimes, and that other po free? 

Our- Author indeed owns the Articles | -! 
of the ReſurreRion , and Future Judg- -.} 
ment (*tis likely to ſerve a turn); but'what * 
he builds up with one hand , he pulls 
down with the other. He ſays, That Soul 
t:nd Body, as they fall together , ſo ſhall riſe 
again together. IWhereupon Tudgment, Re» .; 
wards and Puniſhments ſhall enſue, according © 
as men have behaved themſelves in this preſent 
world, pag. 6. | | 

But the difficulty returns upon him _ ; 


to his Hypotheſis, was no better than a; 


ſome Cordial”Julap or other, a few days 
before the man- died, be-judged and pu- * 
ni{hed for ; lkebe Faults which were com- + | 
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- mitted long ſince ?- Will you ſay that all Wc 
the reſt are paſt by? and that he is only Bw 
' accountable for the Sns of the laſt Week, 
- or ten Days of his Life ? This would be. 
to turn the Solemnity of the Reſurrection 
Fog Final Judgment into a meer piece of - 
GR 
Moreover, the Dodrine of the Reſur- 
 rection cannot be known but by Super- 
. natural Revelatjon, and therefore 'tis an 


|- Article of mer Belief. There is much in 


it above the reach of Natural Reaſon, and * 
therefore I ask;, What muſt the poor Hea- 
| thens do, who know not that God has 
_ revealed any ſuch thing 2 Are they obli- 
ged to believe, and prepare for a Futurg 

| State, or no? If you bs they are not, the 
themſelves will contradi& you ; and fo 
will the Scripture too, which makes then 
. Inexcufable for their neglects, Rom. 1.20. 
and that they could not be,. if there lay 
not upon. them an obligation to the con» 

Cr LING: 7 hf; 
 *- If you ay they are ſo obliged, you will 
\ Þe ill fer ro prove it — ro your 
-. Hypotheſis. -For if the Soul die with the 
dy; and the Reſurrection cannot be 


| proved by Natural Reaſon, how ſhall they 

Live without Obje&tive Evidence ? "I's 
true, they commonly aſfert a Future State 
or Retribution, and ground their lg 
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Mof ic upon the Immortality, of the. Soul, © * 
which, if your Opinion. be admitted, is 


c, Man unfoun Foundation. hence it ap- 
& WI pears, that Natural Light tayght them ber- 
n ter chings, than you have learnt from S#- 
f I pernatural and i: together. Andwhatever , 


uncertain hints may be found in any of 
their Wricings, as to the Reſurrejon (de- 
rived perhaps by Tradition from-the Fews, 
gr inſerted afterwards by the pious Frauds 
(as they call them ) of ſome well-mean- 
ing Chriſtians) we are ſure they ſpeak ſo- 
lidly, and diſtintly concerning the Soul's 
Immortality. * en SIP | 


4thly, Our Author's Hypotheſis makes ſuch 
a ſudden deſcent from the Angehical Spirits, to 
meer matter and motion, ( denying all the aFwye 
Natures that are between) as # abſurd, and 
not to be endured : Such Jumps 25 thele are 
not uſual in Nature, which is wont to a&t 
by due and orderly Gradations , and not 
to take precipitpus leaps from one extream. 
to ariother. He would+-not be thought to 
deny that there are Ihnmaterzal, Intelligent, 
Angelical Spirits, pag.. 6, 15. And how un- 
0, a. Is It tO \ 4 that there are 
no other Spirits, or active Natures, infe- 
rior to the Angels, ang differing in their 
ſeveral kinds and degrees of Perfe#ion and 
Virtue $rom-eactuother, 'anſwerable to the 
<0 x% OY OE EGO LN 
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ſeveral Operations whereunto they 2-4 
deſigned by the Author of Nature ? 'But , 
that all the great and wonderful Pham 


mena., Which we daily behold , muſt be 
reduced to, and ſolved by the ſuppoſed 
* power of Matter and Motion. | 

How much doth the Wiſdom of God 


ſhine forth in that' admirable variety 
which is obſervable in the wi/eble Corporeal 


World? And. are not ftiritual or attive' 


Natures as noble as Bodies? Why then 
ſhould there.not be a proportionable va- 
riety in the Spiritual , Inviſible World ? 
Eſpecially when we obſerve ſuch Ve igia 
or Images of the higher Natures, in thoſe 
that are lower. Thus there is ſomething 
in Plants he Senſe, and in Bruits /ike 
Reaſon, and in Men there is ſomewhat 
which reſembles the Deity. Muſt we 
therefore ſay, that God and the Creature 
are atl one? ' Or muſt we confound. the 
inferior Orders. of Creatures with thoſe 
that are Superior, and deny thoſe active 


Natures which animate the viſible World, 
and diſtinguiſh one Species of Creatures 

| from another? While we cry up the meer 
Jound of Matter and Motion. ' Dubium 
quidem nullum ef immaterialgy Mundum 
effentiarum Tarietate intelligibilium , . £que 
admirabilemw & auguſtum. eſſe,  atque mun- 
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re Bar Diverſitas nohu indicio 'certo non per- + © 
It. .eothg fays' a Modern Metaphyſician. 
Ri5tſchel _— pag. mibi 43. See alſo 
Mr. ' Glanzill's Sadduciſmus Trinmphatus , 
pape'78. Our Author: has told you what 
Dr. More and Mr. Baxter have ſaid in this 
d Ematter , but for' reaſons beſt known to, 
y Ehimſelf, ſays not a word*to anſwer theip*® 
: Arguments. ' And it is no contemprible 
2 Obſervation of the Plarorifts, which a lare 
Author takes notice of, wiz. © 'They ob. 
« ſerve, That the Unity of the World is 


QF 


(] 


? W<* fo cloſely. combined in all its parts, that 
5 < between the'Swzperior and Inferior Species 
= © there are middle Natures wherein the 

3 © meet, that no Vacuum might Intarpabe 
e © in« the Series of things. And to Man 
t © they give the name of Horizon, as uni- 
© cing the Superior and Inferior Natures 


%P 


© together in ſorne reſpects nearly allied 
© to the Bruits,” in others to the Angels. 
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 'F 5Fthly, If owr Author's Opmion be true, the 
> MW beft- Mes are mofF wretchedly deceived and 
; Mb:froled: The wiſer and holier any Man 
" Wis, the: more firmly he believes and re- 
| BE joyceth in the conſideration of the Soul's 
| [| Immortality. Such-will not .be perſwa- 
' B ded; that they ſhall ever be deſerted of 
* | that Free, Divine Goodneſs and Grace , 
" E which hath foaſken embraced them, but * 


« 
'""" 3 
if 
% 


we 2+ £x37F; 


firmly believe that Almighty Love where 
by x bu live, to be Rn than Death 
and more . powerful than the ' Grave; 
They cannot imagine that their - Sonls 
which have been ſo often bleſt with the 
Irradiations of Divine Light, and the 
Warmth and Vigour of Divine Love, ſhall 
ever fall down-into a dead unaftive State, 
Hence many of them. have died trium- 
phantly, with raiſed expeRations of ens 
tring immediately into a glorious ' and ſi 
bleſſed State. How chearfully Socrates; 
that Philo/opbical Proto-Martyr , received 
' the Summons of Death, you ſhall hear 
by and. by: © Seneca tells Lucilius with 
* what pleaſure he thought on. a future | 
* State; and that when the Soul takes a 
« view of the Amplitude and Glory of 
<* the heavenly Regions; contemnit priprut 
* dormiczli: Anguſtias : It contemms the- ſtrait- 
i neſs of its former Habitation. \ And Cicero 
brings in Cate crying out, © O preclarum 
E diem, &c- O excellent, happy day! When 
© T ſhall go to that Aﬀemby of Divine 
* Souls, and depart from this Rout 'and 
** Confuſion here below. Plotinus talks Sera-| 
phically upon this Subjet, Ennead. 4. kb.7: 
ch. 10. where he tells us, © That purified 
i vertuous Souls differ but little fram An- 
* gelical Eſſences, and. that little is"their 
* preſent Inhabication ig, the Body j 2nd. 
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if Men were of this divine and raifed 
M- Temper, «they would not. in any fore. 
ve disbelieve the Souls Immortality. .More 
of this kind you may find in' P/ato, Hie- 
orles,  Epiftetus,  Antoninus ; not to menti- 
on the Raptures of many dying Chrifti- 
ans, Martyrs, and others, leſt ic ſhould 
be called Canting, actording to-the Dia- 
ke& of this prophane Generation. And 
now, what think you ? Is it rational to- 
imagine that Men of the moſt ugſpotted: 
53 MIntegrity , Wiſdom, and Vertue, 'in all 
dMAges, have ſo wretchedly. been de- 
ar ceived in a matter which ſp nearly con- 
th Ecern'd them , while a few dreammy , ſer- 
re ual Epicureans' have been in the: right ? 
a Credat Fudeus Apella, If you. think that 
of E Goodneſs and Purity riaturally lead Mer 
« to ſuch ſelf-deceiving hopes of {mmorta- * 
= Mlicy , which Death will. quickly [defeat ; 
0 you confound the Natures of Govd 'an& 
Evil, and contradict your felf in the'ſame 
breath. Nt ita fe: haberet ut animi immor- 
tales efſemt , baud oftimi cujuſque animus 
ad immortalem Gloriam niteretaur , Cic. de 
ſened. pag.' 202. Equidem efferor ſtudio 
patres weſtros quos colui, & delexi, widendi. 
Ex vita ift4 diſcedo, tanquam ex hoſpitio, non 
= Yfanquam ex dome, commorands enim Natu- 
£72 Deverſoriym nobs , non hbabitandi, dedit; 
WY Ivid 1 
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Palidiers: ſunt Dioinorum virorum raſa; 
gia quam aliorum, Plato, Ep.-2...., : } 


_ 6thly, If ths Hypotheſis be true, Nature 
hath dealt worſe w#h Mankind, than with, 
the Beaſts themſelves, by leading them into 
ſuch miſtakes us the inferior Creatures are mat 
 0bnoxiows to. I have ſhewed you before; | 
how natural it is to.'the Soul of Man to 
apprehend it ſelf to be Immortal; and if 
this be a miſtake, it is fo far better with 
.the Bruits , which are not miſled by any | 
ſach fallacious Inſtin&. - They are alive 
to. the prefent , but dead to the future. 

They may play and ſport themſelves, and 
enjoy the; Objects that..are grateful to.| 
their Senfes:; without being abuſed with 
the hopes, or.difturbed with the dread of. 

' what may befal them in a future State: 

While r Mankind are givided- be- 
eween fruitleſs. deſires, and. groundleſs 
fears of what can never happen to them; 
if the Soul periſh with the Body. The 

Swan may die ſinging, while the penfive 

Emperor cries out, Animula vagula blan- 
dula que nunc abibx in loca !. Poor. wan, 
dring Soul , ' whither art. thou now -going? 
Unhappy Reaſon !' which deals fo ill with 
thoſe. that . poſſeſs and .admire it., and 

_ warlkt with thoſe who take moſt pains to 

| Improve it. Thus you:maſt agree with 


WW.» 


Inion in his own 


Cotta, That God did Man a miſthief by 
making him Rational, Cic. de Nat. Deor. 
lib.” 3: ft If, 


-nthly, This Hyporbeſis cannot ſtand, but 
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J pon the ſuppoſition of a continued courſe of 


Miracles to make it good , which ws wery 
abſurd and unphiloſgghical, Take his Opi- 


Ords, page 10. © Eve» 
«© ry days experience ſhews ,\ That Corn 
« ground and made .into Bread, is one: 
* of the ſtrongeſt ſupports of Life, both: 
© for Man and Beaſt; har concocted'in 
© the Stomach ;- is converted into Bload' 
« in the Liver, purified in the Heart, ſent: 
© thence by the Arteries irito the Head 
«* and Brain, -where becoming a Spirit, 
« inflamed and. lucid, it a&s in all the 
© Organs the powers: of Life, Motion , 
© Senſes, and Underſtanding. And this 
is his material Soul. In like manner, 
page 12. © It ſeems one may venture 'to- 
* conclude, that Corn may be converted 
*1nto a living. and rational Adtivity, as 
* being a, proper nouriſhment for Man: 
*and Beaſt, and for their ies and 
* Souls, one-as well as the other; as be- 
ing ſo for the Man who is a Contexture 


cc 
cc both. To this I anſwer L) | 
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| .:. Tit, *Ti obſervable; that bis Anatomy and 
' Philoſophy are allof a piece : Inthat he afligns 
[the Office of Sanguification to the Liver | 
from which : Modern Anatomiſts have 
upon very good grounds difcharged' it. © ' | 
 2dly, If ths Opinion bold good; the Grafs 
m the Fields ; and theggery DuFt ant Mire' 
#n the- Streets which we tread wpon ; may af= 
ter ſeveral refinings become a Rational ' Soul, 
and prove at Wiſe as our Philoſopher himſelf ; 
and diſcourſe as ſubtily of what -it onte was, 
when it lay trodden under foot in the Streets. 
. That which the other day was no better 
than Wheat-flower or Meal; may now 


be making Syllogiſms, refle&ing upon its | 
own Ads, A che higheſt Þ 


Majeſty, aſpiring after a- glorious Im- 
morality. . Theſe things I maſt confeſs 
found a little aukwardly, but he has 4 
ready way to folve all, page 18. With 
God all things are poſſible ;- and: it ſteins he 
who made Matter out of nothing ; can make ' 
any thing out of Matter: And to the-fame 
purpoſe ,+ 9X4 he eriamerates ſeveral 
Mrracles FF; Aaron's bloſſoming Rod 
zhe ſtaying of the Waters of Jordan, the mul. 
tiplication- f Loaves and Fiſhes, &. "Thus 
you ſee hc is fo conſcious of the weak- 
neſs of his own Hypothefis, that he is I 
| forced to fly to & mixagilous Power'to, 


- — 


A DHycO 
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uphold it. - This is a ready way-of em» © 
plaining the'Phuenomens of Narure. But 
I reply, AC 


- 1ſt, 15 not the ſame Almighty Power able 
to upbold the Soul in a State of Subſiftence Je+ 


MO, %.. 4 


parate from the Body ? 7 
2dly, Are. the ordinary works of God in 
| Nature, ang. bis extraordinary miraculoms 


Warks. to be pahea " ? f + 
 2dly, Is it a walid way of arguing from 
Rhee of God, to bi Es - Il 
;. MW grant, That he-can do all things-whic 
WW are Works of Power.: He can do all things ® 

which his infinite Wiſdom ſees fit to do ; 
he can do all things that he will do. But 
doth it therefore follow that he will do all 
things that he can do? Is it not horrid 
prophaneneſs to proſtitute the Dodrine 
of the Divine Power, to ſerve the ends 
of every trifling Hypotheſis, falſly called 
Philgſophy.2 Do we not know, that ordi- 
nanly God works «por , and by his Crea- 
tures, in a way agreeable to the Natures 
which he has given- them? + And what 
is there in, a little Wheat-meal ſuitable to 


w 
- 


: 8 the-produRion of Senfe, or Reaſon, ors 
£ © Religion # Ic. is the part of a Philoſoptier- 
w Can, Hl | 
42 humbly to conctemplace what God: hath, 
- is | done, and to admirethis; Perfections ſhi- 
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down Hypotheſes contrary eo 
mon Senſe and Reafon of Mankind, and 
then to tell us that God can, if he pleaſe, 
make theſe Suppoſitions good. Thus you 
- fee, that onr Author's Philoſophy, -Ana- 
tomy, and Theology , "are all alike ab- 
{urd; and that he hath made Miracles fo 
common, as will render them in a great 
meaſure ufelefs for thoſe extraordinary 
rpoſes whereunto they have | moſtly 
been defigned ; - and that he 'owns'his 
Philoſophy to be weak and impertinent, 
+ When he 1s forced to have recourſe to a 
ſupernatural miraculous 'Power to ſup- 
port it. 


CHAP. V. I 
Some ſubſervient Conſiderations for the further | 
| eftabliſhment of the Dof#rine of the Soul's |! 
o Immortality. | * OE 


at - . "ooh: 
ry Eſides the forementioned Argumerits, 
ly 2) there are feveral other Particulars 


1s which may juſtly render” the Opinion' 
t, M the Soul's dying with the Body odious' to 
42M all Men, who have cither the due uſe of 
p- Reaſor, or any ſenfe of Rehgiom. 


iſt, 7his Opinim is highly injurione to Hu- 

man Nature, carrying in it a vile Depreſſion 

of that whole Species, or rank of Beings to © 

which we belong. What an unnatural © © 

thing is it for a Man to abuſe his Reaſon, *: 

in vilifying and degrading the reafonable 

— & Nature it ſelf; as if he repented that 
= God had made him a Man, and was am- 
i bitious to herd himſelf among the tore 
 ignobls Animals? Preclarum auter 'meſcio 
: quid adepti ſunt, qui-diditerunt ſe, cum tem- 
| pms 'mortis' Wenifſet , totos efſe peritos , "Cie. 3 
Tuſc. lib.-x. 335. This is to bid defiance. © 
to the Common Intereft-of Humanity; # 
and ſach a Pexfon thould-be looked up- 
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| and Dignity of all Mankind: And Gwhich 
' . 5more) it is contrary to that Obligation 
and Duty which we owe:toxhe Common 
| Parent and Author of our Beings; an 
ungrateful contempt of that Power, Wif- 
dorm, and Goodneſs, which hath given 
us ſo excellent a Nature; a caſting Dirt 
upon the Moaſfter-piece of the viſible 
Creation, and fo a robbing God of that 
Honour which belongs to him upon the 
account of fo noble a Production. Let 
us therefore be more juſt -to our ſelves, 
more thankful to our Great - Creator ; 
than ſo bruitiſhly to abandon our hopes 
of Immortality , and baſely deſert the 
Common. Intereſt and Honour of Hu- . 
mane Race. | 


2dly, The whole frame of this unmanly 
' Philoſophy is: built. upon the mofF precarious, 
unſatisfying Principles imaginable. They beg 
the Queſtion all along, and then pre- 
tend they have ſolved the Phenomena of 
» ature. Cicero told their - Predeceſſors 
Ong ago, That they a Provinces to 
pd aro _- Mg . Gaſſendus is 
fain to confels that Objeftion to be true. 
And Dr. #4 himſelf (in whoſe Autho- 
rity -our Philoſopher ſeems fo . much to 
| _ acquieſce) rejects the Aromical Hypatheſis, 

| FT becable it luppolethiangCipic: with- 
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& lution: of Natural Appearances: Set bat |! 
Book, de Fermentatione.: But becauſe theſe 
are but General Charges; we will deſcend 
to. Particulars , and Tho wbcketly' what a 
knack they have at Philoſophizing: upon 
difficult Points.  RIE 

If you ask- them -how'the Soul comes 
to be ſo quick 'and aive'in its. Qperati« 
ons. and to-turn it ſelfwith ſach won? 
derful -vivacity. and: readineſs from one 
Obje& to another : Democtitns., Epicurns ; 
and- after them, Lucretizs will tell you, 
That the Atoms. prepared for. this  purpole ave: 
of a ſmooth Spherical Figure ,. (See + Diog? 
| Laert. in Democ. © Epicur. & Lucret. lib... 
de Natura rerum ) and ſo {you know'y 
they muſt needs be very fit for quick mo- 
tion. If you defire an account of Senfſa- 
tion according to their Hypothelis, they 
will tell you of a vs Mobilz, \Morus ſerifi- 
feri, and ſomething elſe (which they-con- 
feſs they. know not what to-call ). from 
whence it proceeds. | 

It you: would have the: Liberty of 'the' 
Wil explained, they tell you ,' It ars/> 
e&th from a Motion of Declination ,- whereby 
the Atoms always moving downwards. by. 
their own weight towards the - Center .of the: 
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* muſt know is 264 Clapton » Ther; 
as Lucretizs calls it. Ac *#05 ideo  conars 
furwus declinationem motuun afſerere Atomis, 
af ' deduceremus , qui poſſet fortuna humanis 
rebax. intervenite.,” ac illud quod in nobis 
eh; ſrue Eiberavs arbitrium , minime Þe- 
rivet: 

In a word, if.-you ask what the Soul 
is; they can cell you, © It is Efforeſcemtia 
* Materiz, and compare it. tothe Spirit of 
& favees Oyniment, or that it is mdua mis 

© #201., ſome fort of Spirit, they know 
E © mor what, N3bil enim eff apud ipſos quod: 
, * non Atomorum turba confens , Cic. T 
Quaſt. lib. 1. 

Such nonſenſical Gibberiſh as this , 
they call Philoſophy, and pretend to ex-: - 
plicate the great Works of Nature by it,,: 
ant:would- needs (forfooth) be account- 
ed Wits. ihto: the bargain', when they 
have amuſed their inconſfderate Admirers, 
by Juch an: empry ſound of unintelligible 


. 


But can any Sober , Impartial Enquirer 
- bedatisfied with fuch Anſwers as theſe ? 
And muſt we let go the Denies 6 the 
Soul's :Immortality,, that we _ ; 
dawn and worſhip dar beep of th lo 
phy. which theſe Men have: "erupt No, WW 
indy we gughe rex a0 bad. 
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and with juſt: 
34dly , Such abſurd Notions as theſe ,- ex- 
poſe Philoſophy it ſelf to the ſcornful Reproaches 
of every capriciow Enthuſiaft. You take 
the way to render it contemprtible , atid 
to open..the Mouth of ſelf-conceited Ig- 
norance againſt a Humane Literature in 
General , becauſe you make fo bad an 
uſe of a_wery /mall Part of it. There is 
nothing more common than for confident 
Ignorance to get into the Chair, and to 
paſs Sentence without hearing what may 
be ſaid on the other ſide, and ſo Learr= 
ing ſhall be condemned as an airy Phan- 
ſy, and thaſs- that want it will be ready 
to run it down, leſt they ſhould: be run 
down themſelves for want of it. I know- 
the, beſt things are liable to the. greateſt 
abuſes ; but ſome canet, ſome will not 
diſtinguiſh between the uſe, and the abuſe 
of chem. You ſhall meet with ſome that 
will tell you, That not only yours, bur a 
ober Philoſophy is vain; and if an imparts 
tial Stander-by ask.them how prove 
it, They will alledge the vahiry of yours, 
and infer an. Univerſal Concluſion from 
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' that we have every Week'a -new- Soul, 
and that art length Soul and Bodydye ro 
gether. Bur if theſe Reflections fall into; 
the hands of any ſuch Perſons, I muſt: 
rake' the _— co tell' them, That: they: 
| do not argue wy in the Caſe; neither 

muſt they ſuppoſe that all Philofophers 
are Vertiginous, becauſe (perhaps) in ſome 
the Material Spirits in the Brain have a 
Circular Motion. Neither is Philoſophy 
to be worſe thought of, for the '*phan- 
raſtick Dreſſes which theſe Men put up- 


on It. | 


- gthly, This impious Hypotheſis opens a 


Door to Atheiſm , Infidelity, and all manner 
of Licentiouſneſs. Our knowledge of the 
Spirits above us, muſt ariſe from: the 
knowledge of our own Souls. Hence the 
firft part of Wiſdom is truly to know our 
ſelves, - that ſo we may underſtand: our 
Duty, Intereſt, and End. And it is in out 
own' Souls, as in a Glaſs , that we muſt 
behold the Image of God, which ſhould 
lead us to its great Original; and the rea- 
ſon why we know- God no' better, i, be- | 
cauſe we are ſo ignorant of- our ſelves: | 
Hence the Doctrine of the Soul is the moſt 
oſeful part of Natural Philoſophy, -and i6 | 
nearly connected wich Divinity , that is | 
may juſtly be reckonadtapanpiof ic allo. :. 
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il, # Therefore they-wha can oncte-pgſuade 
© | chemſelves, that-all thoſe noble-Operations 
to: of che Soul (whereof we have been ſpeak- 
iſt: U ing) proceed: fram no higher ja-Principle 
&y: i than matter and motion, are i:a ready way 
er | to deny the Deity; or howeyex, to enter- 
rs il tain: very groſs and unwatrantable Con- 
ie il ceptions of it, as the. Epicyreays did ; and. 
a il to conclude with them ,. that the World 
y Wl was made by a fortuitows concourſe of Atoms, 
1- Wl and-that God regards' not the Actions and 
p- Wl Afﬀairs of Mankind, nor is either pleafed: 
©» W with Virtue, or diſpleaſed at its contrary, 
as Lucretius, &C. | 


Omnis enim per ſe Diviem. Natura neceſſe eſt, 
Immortali evo ſumma cum pace fruatur, 
Semota a noftris rebus, ſejuntaque longe, 


Nec bene promeritis capitur, nec rangitur ird._ 


W 


. And ſo faid his Maſter Epicuras, a? we- 
x6.cuov x) egbegler, Kc. The Bleſſed and Im- 
mortal Being bath neither any buſineſs of hs 
 0n, nor creates any to others ; and. w neither 
angry nor pleaſed with avy man, Laert. in 
WM Epicur. 4 Notion more befiting Sardana- 
/ WW palus han 4 Deity, as Max. Tyr. obſerves. 
No wonder that Ill men are fond of fuch 
Opinions as. theſe ,. which. ſo much be- 
friend-:their WickedneGs. 
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- And as" ;"fhe- Deane pnkry fay mY is my 
thirig to us; becauſe: all: Qood-and .Evit i; 
hes irr Senſe, "0f which-Deatly js' the priva-. 
tion: And fuch Apprehenſions as theſe 
muſt make-our Lives-pleafant to: us, :and. 
rake away the defire of Immortality, Zaer: i, 
ibid. ' And farther, They-woutd perſuade 
vs, that theFears of: Puniſhment after | 
Death ariſe: ouly from _ Wioes Fables, | 
Bid. | 
Moreover: the Immortality of the Soul + 
is fo-clearly held forth-in the:Goſpel, :that | 
to. deny the oe, is- implicitly to deny. the 
other. And he who pretends to-evade. 
the Evidence produced out of the New Mr 
Teftameut (beſides the O14.) for the proof. 
of this Truth, is in a proximate diſpoſition iM- 
ro diſfown- all the great Fundamentals. 
of Chriſtianity, which are eftabliſh'd up- 
on the fame Authority. And verily it-is: 
4 groſs. reproach to our "Holy: Religion, 
when Perfons, that profeſs ic, maintain 
ſach bruitiſh Principles as Socrates, Plato, 
Senzca, and abundance moxe of the Hea-. 
thens would have been aſhamed of. Which: 
makes a- great Divine fu Pe That. in, 
rha Ape it i one of the Devil's chief D | 
ro” #3 Chriſtianity by falſe Philoſo opby:* you 

And pray conſider:,- What- can: 
Opinions, or any hag herdet upon: = Ta 
Fagk men to, but D ad Debau-, Wc: 
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ion not foe: Are'any men more like 
o live as Brates;*than fuck -who- thin 


Whey ſhall die alike? You may tell them + 


ff a RefurreQion;/ and Future Judgment 
2s long as you will, -*tis-tent t6-one but 


D#Dhey eply, as: the 'tvee falk; ſoit lies5 and 
| f ont they can do far ſtifle Reaſon , As 
®o disbelieve the Dodrine-of the SouPs 
Wmmortality, after ſo much Natural, and 


Supernatural Evidence" for it; 1-do'not 
ce why they may not, far-more plauſi- 
oly, deny the Article of the Refurrecioh, 
and then they will let looſe the-Reins-to 
Louft,and Appetite, and become the; Plagues 
df Humane Society. - And indeed *ris ob- 
efvable, that-many of thoſe who .main- 
ain- theſe beaſtly Opinions, 'commonly 
ive -up to them,- and are not of. the 
Repuration in point of their Morals. And: 
tis no thanks to their corrupt-Principles, 
if they be not all alike ſcandalonfly wicione, 
x Cor. 15. 22. Let as eat and drink, for to 
mowrov we die, F{ Proverb familiar among 
the Epicureans, or a refletion upon them 
their- own -Fanguage , as Grotizs , and 


\MWothers obſerve. And therefore I muſt ſay, = ; 


hat thoſe Perſons who propagate ſuch 
onceits, do diſcourage Virtue, bur incou- 


1Mrage Vice and Wickednefs, which is con- 
__ 0 hePecacc, Tranquility, 
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And as" for « Death rey fay ry is Wy 
hes in Senfe,* 'of which Deathly j is' the priva--4 
tion: And fuch Apprehenſions as: theſe: 
muft indke -our Lives-pleafant to: us, ;and; 
cake away the deſire of Immortality, . Laer; 
ibit. ' And farther, They:would perfuade 
vs, that the" Fears of Puniſhment aker/| 
Death ariſe: only from Od Wives Fables, | 
Bid. ] 
Moreover, the Immoetatiey of che Soul. | 
is fo- clearly held forth-in the: Goſpel, that / 
to. deny the exe, is implicitly to deny. the 
other. And he who pretends to evade. 
the Evidence produced out of the New 
Teftamevt (beſides the Old.) for the proof 
of this Truth, is in” a proximate diſpoſition. 
ro difown- all the great Fundamentals 
of Chriſtianity,” which are eſtabliſh'd up- Wi: 
on the fame Authority. And verily ic-is MR. 
4 groſs > a oach to our 'Holy Religion, Merz 
when Perfons, that profeſs. ic, maintain WF 
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ſach bruitiſh: Principles as Secrates, Plato, 

Seneca, and abundance more of the Hea-. 

thens would have been aſhamed of. Which: 

makes a- great Divine inppole, That. in; 

the Age #t is one of the Devil's chief Deſigns 

ro afſanlt Chriſt tanity by falſe Philoſophy: © (+4 
And pray conſider: What can«duch' Mc; 

Opinions, or any hag hobeer _ ng ra; 


oak men to, bury w- ebau-;Mcra 
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hery,; though ((Þverily believe) you de- 

Jen nor 50 Arc/any mem ors W I 
"Mo tive as Brures;'rhan fuch-who- think 
3 Whey hall die alike? You'may tell them 


+. # Reſurre&ion;/ and Futare Judgment 


+ ſs long a5 you will, -'tis tent t6-one bur 


S Whey reply, as the'rree falk;/ fo it lies; and 
O/\ f ons they can do far ſtifle Reaſon , as 


© disbelieve the Doctrine of 'the* SouP's 
Wmmortality, after ſo much Natural, and 
Supernatural Evidence" for it; I do'not 
Wee why they may not, fari'more plauſi- 

ly, deny the Aracle of the Reſurrection, 
and then they will let looſe the Reins-to 
-#f,and Apperite, and become the; Plagues 
"Df Humane Society. And indeed *ris ob- 
etvable, that. many of thoſe who-main- 
ain theſe beaſtly Opinions, 'commonly 
ive-up to them, and are not of. the beſt 
Reputation in point of their Morals. And; 
tis no thanks to their corrupt-Principles, 
if they be not all alike ſcandaloafly vicionr, 
x Cor. 15. 32: Let as eat and drink, for to 
W-rorrory we die. A Proverb familiar among 
the Epicureans, or a reflection upon them 
in"their own-Fanguage, as Grotizs, and 
others obſerve. And therefore I-muſt ſay; 


hat thoſe Perſons who propagate ſuch z 


\WConceits, do diſcourage. Virtue, but incou- 
» Wrage Vice and Wickednefs, which is con- | 
"ry to cheppPeace, Tranquility, 
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and Felicity of Mankind”: ;And let them 

tell us, if they cau.,. what good -purpoſy 
can be. pretended for the eſtabliſhment offf@&-, 
ſuch an,. Hypotheſis ;; which can. in- thafihf 
leaſt. compenſate: for-. thoſe. - Miſchievousþe 

Ette&s and Influences upon-the Lives of 

men , which, it. has, a-manifeſt- cendency 6. 
to produce; Let the matter be well weigh- [ps 
ed.on both {ides.., ! -- '»/b» wp 
Iz CS THIBWL OL | ""IF% | | 
_Indeef *tis not tobe wondred at,:-that 
24icked men ſhould put the: Evil day as farſhn 
from them-.as they can ;-even as the De-ſfe 
yils would .not be' tormented before the ſÞþ- 
time. But that any good. man (except un- We 

der the pawer. of Melancholy, or Temp- 
tation ) ſhould be fond of ſuch Opinions Wr 
as theſe, , is hardly to be ſuppoſed. What? We 
| Shall we fear:cobe made happy too ſoon ?: Wc 

Shall a dead unadtivity be preferr'd be- 
fore Communion with God in a ſtate of Wn: 

ſialeſs Perfetion ? But thoſe” that are after 
the Fleſb [avour not the things of the ſpirit, WA 

Rom. 8. 5. A Turkiſh Pargdiſe ſeems more 
ſaicable to the humour of ſuch Perſons; Wi 
than the heavenly Feruſalem.. And their Was 
pleading againſt a more ſpeedy admiſlion/WB 
thither , argues their unficneſs to be ad-'| 
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ole  5thly, Our 4uthor's Hypotheſis in dire#1 
 offEor:trary to the avowed Dottrineiof rhe Chur 
hel England. Which I the rather mention; 
usSÞecauſe he profeſſeth himſelf to be:'a 
of Member of that Church, and looks upon: 
Cy boſe that diſſent from: it as miſtaken perſons, 
h- pag. 17. | Need .I prove that the. Church 
C England aſſerts the Dodrine of the 
Soul's Immortality 2 See the Order for 
She Burial of the Dead, where, among 
arWnany other Expreflions to the ſame ef- 
{W=&, you find theſe words. ' Almighty God, 
ith whom do live the Spirits of them that 
depart hence in the Lord, and with whom the 
ouls of the Faithful, after they are delivered 
rom the burthen of the Fleſh, are in joy and 
elicity, &c. Nothing can be more expreſs 
or the Immortality of the Soul, and its 
eparate ſubſiſtence. Now, Ifay, no ho- 
elt man, who believes that the Soul dies 
ith the Body, can declare his unfeigned 
Aſlent and Conſent:to, or heartily join 
ith that Church in this part of the Bu- 
sMrial Office which I have mentioned. And 
ir 5 for thoſe whom he calls Diſſenting 
n/ Brethren, if our Author's Opinion be: 
Ftrue, they ought to diſſent from that 
hurch more than they do. * 
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ho ond; 'he will find it hard co'f nery 
tion any point of difference berween /obe 
Dillenters, and the Churech-of Englend, it 
important as that whetein he himſelf dif: 


- fers from them; or which tends ſo much 


induce or encourage 10 an ill Prattice, or Courſ 
of Life; See more of this in-the Book of! 
Homzlies , Sermon the 9th, again the fea, 
f Death: | 


0 ©: An AP: vi 
eh th The Teſtimony "of the: Anion. Blikoopliry: 
owrſe wa} he, 4 further Wai e* ve 
fel. BE: Truth. 
ear: 
1 Hough the Perſons, with kom F 
| have now to do, are commonly fs | 
full of themſelves, and overfond of their 
own Conceptions, that the Sentiments or 
Authorities of others. are not much! re- 
arded by them; yet fince or Author hab 
t meet to. mention the names of 
Ariſtotle, Diczarchus, and Pliny, as fuppo+- 
ſing them to be of his Opiſtion, I. mult 
ſay ſomething to confront what is alledg- - 
ed from them , that his Reader may noc 
be amuſed with a meer foew. of Anti- 
ui 
- This Point was often weighed in the 
- pl Schools of the Philoſophers, the Ac: 
Peripatum , Staa, '8C. They thought It 
worth their moſt ſerious enquiry, | 
the:common Intereſt of Mankind was fo 
nearly concerned in it. 

Pherecydes is mentioned NY Cicero ( Tuſc. 
Quaſt...lib. x.) as'one of the firſt of the 
eng. lolop _ Ee Som who de- 
| the-Dadioin: pe cou's Immor- 
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were. of the zinion. before him. ): 
And Pythagora# was FA 

ed Philoſopher, who was before ari .Ath- 
keta, 'as St. Auguſtin obſerves, Epiſt. 3.. ad 
Pollfianum. ut now ( lays he) we all 
ſee Aſhrium Amomum wud naſcitur, refer- 


"Ting thoſe words of Virgil to the Dorine 
, 'of- the Soul's Immort yy ,. brought from 


Syria, or Aſſyria into Greece by Pherecydes, 
_ Vid. Menag. Not. in Diog: Laert. pag. 41- 
Pythagoras was of the ſame mind with 
his Maſtet ; *and the name. of the Pyrba- 
goreans Was fo famous for.many Apes at 
al that. none mg mana but 
, 45. C:cero obſerves, ubi. (aprac: 
Theſe Philoſophers were: wont to. call 
-the higherRegion. of the Soul 73 Soy, and 
the lower 7 Seu3Svs, The one the Divine, 
the other the beaftly part. . "Tis reported 
of Plato, that: he travelled into Bah to 
converſe with them; and how,well he and 
they agreed in this. Point, you ſhall ſee 
more by and. by. "JPz 
* Thales was of the ſame mind; as:may 
be ſeen i IN Laert ing. 'Ovdiy Hon +; Siratſer 
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taken with his Dil-3 
courſes about it, that thereupon he turn-' 


nos A% & toc. and. tad a. 
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3. noe yer what is wont bo be ak - 
w__ from Hermes Triſmggif ws , becaule - | 
thele Fragments of Antiquity are by ſomggy - 
reckaned ſuppyſititions, by.others, at leaft,% 
dubiows. But give me leave. however $a: + 
= what a great Philoſopher of our own / 

tays, 


So if whats conſonant to Plato's School, 
(Which well agrees with Learned. Pythagore, 
Agyptian Triſmegiſt, and th' Antique Roll _ 
Of Chaldee Wi[dom, all which time' bas tore 
But Plato, and: deep Plotin do reſtore) 


0 


Which a my ſcope; T ſing out luſtily, 


If any twitten me for ſuch ſfrange lore. 

And me all blameleſs brand with mfamy. 

God purge that.man from fault of foul malignity. 
| Dr. More's Plychozoia,' pag. 2. 


_ Tertullian atfo,.in his Book. de Anima; 
fuppoſeth that Plaro derived his Sentiment 
from the Writings of Tri/megift iti. Egypr- : 
Come we:therefore to that Dipine Phi- 
boſopher, arid his Maſter Socrates, -Cancert- 
ing whom we have more certain know 
edge.; and in compariſon of them, and 
their” Followers, Cicero, looks' upon | all 
dcher Phildphers as Pleberan ( Tulc, Quat, 
lib, , 342; ). Atid-brings /in, his; greateſt 
Eotomiums of 4riſtak;. with 4 (Plarayom 
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ho ares] Or bam 4 in BY A ame Pla 
| | news caters Philgſopbes Gontlirfing] lareque \ 
| Wrefert, fays Lipftus Manudulh. ad Sica g 
#Philoſoph. pag. 19. Bur we will firſt begin 
Ce mere Socrates. q 
*. What: this Great Man thought, may be' 

- learned from his Admirer, and Diſciple, 
«Plato, who in his Phedo, and elſewhere, | 
ae him in ftrongly diſputing for, and 
ſſerting the Soul's Immortality. Where - 

ews, That as Death xx the ſeparation of. | 
be - _ and Body ; ſo the Soul can ſubſtſt of it i 
” - ſelf, when ſo ſeparate, pag. mihi 84. . - And 
hat the readieſt way to attain to knowledge, 

in this life, x to ab/fra#t our minds as BM” 
as poſſibly we can from commerce. with rhy 
Body, tl God ſet us free from ; and thew 
ave. ſha!.have a. more pure and ſincere under- 
Sanding of the Truth, dxav\efloglo +. 7% ou-. 
fd] O-- aperourns, 4 Corporss « . inſipient a liberats, 
as Ficimes renders it, pag, 85, He derfded 
-the Childiſh fears ef thoſe who think rh 
Soul is diflipared when the Body dies,” as 
_ Mt they apprehended it-ſhould be. blown! 
away, elpecially if they dye when 3 
Wind is high,” pag. 110, *Tisiihpoſſble, Gig 
he, thaf'the Soul fhould' perifi by Death; "ea. 
cepr:chis tar-die which s f,!. Cres 
- And finites ac his Friend! Crity foriar 
| _ kim how he would 6 buged:.. 10 c6 carhocy. 
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- aty hich he ſhall ſee By and 'by; #7: 
Butt I vell you, I ſhall go to'a bleſſed State af 
Wl ter I have drunk this poiſon, and thi Tf 
\W to conifort both you, ng why ſelf "D 
 & /ay, when jou fee my Body laid out, birt, 
3 B or buried, that it x Socrates.” Thus tint b 
> & Venerable Old man coriq vered the Fedrs =* 
1 F of Death by the hopes of 5 xz Bleſſed Im-- 
- | morraliry ;-'and drank rhe fatal 
f. I. without, any obſervable” difturbance * 
F. Mind," or. thange of Countenance, priy-. 
4 | ing for an' happy paſſage our-of this Life. 
re 
h 
L 
” 
- 


into 4 bett&r; - Bur pl muſt rot trinflats. 
the while Dialogue. 
Plato ſpeaks often bf the Sticniſſeiicis of, 
Wicked men after Death! :and'tells us'int * 
his Timezs, That the Soul of* a good. ith 
ſhall be kindly vetervied by his Cyeatof, bit the 
Soul of a wicked may ſhall be taſt Jats' Hlellt * : 
_ > The rack &, the Plariniſfs Have impt* - 
ved the D6drine of the Svut's Tmmor 
\ tity betfer:than many of 'vur'own' Writs 
£ notwithſtanding  cheir' greater helpsF- 
tave'done ;\rHough foretimes they {p pe 
roo high, '#s'if they would even d 
Soul, as do ſome of the Stoicks. 
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« icy. "las 2 man vin * conteing. 

® 6c 5 himſelf in hb his ow (ys np truly. : 

relleual Nature , dive it of all | 

t is alien toit, and he wal certaivly, . 

- "foes that it is immortal. He will 
6 * then obferve, that his Underſtanding 

"+ 15;n0x properly. dire&ed to things|/en/eble, © 

* and wertel, but by an «ternal Virt#, doth 

7 cantem emplate Eternal, and Intelligible Ob-, 

© qetts,, 2d becomes, as.it were, an Intel- 


« Le ihie lucid Warld to it ſelf. 

- And again he tells us, © That by how 
* mach the Soul is more abſtracted frony 
* the. Senfes,. by fo wuch, it reaſons bet- 


6+ ter ; ſo that when it ſhall be; wholly 
S ſeparate from the Body, it will know! 
> * puuitively , without elaboraze; Ratioci- 
* Nations : Thar now 1t deliberates. when” 
* ir doubts ,. i doubts when 'tis. hindred' 
f © by the Body ,. but will, neither. doubt 
* nor deliberate when free from the Bo- 
& dy., but wilt comprehend: the yas 
4 wichour apy hefration, *p8.- hik-;Be- iP 
weads, ang\elf where. y ; 
| Maximss Tyrins, Diſareg: 4; 1 handle hn 
chat. acftign, wiz, © W het: whe. Pu 
& caſts of the. ST or Ho oe 
:8ri6vous 7-and tells us, 'Ehat egenerate 
I 08 <Opried. n AG 44 Nel 
64's (of 
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"page 498; © 
It were eafy to mention more of ds -  _ 
Platonifts , who all, tro a man, mai) 
the Immortality of the Soul. But T pro- 
 .} ceed. 
The Stoicks lay, Fhat the Souls of Good 
men ſeparated from their Bodies are He- 
S r7oes, as Laertius informs us in Zenon." 
Plutarch ſays, That they call all ſeparate 
Souls Heroes promiſcuoufly , and: ſo diftin 
iſh Heroes into god and-bad. De plack YA 
tis Philoſophoruin, lib. x. cap. 8: | ; 
Epidtetus calls the Soul of 'man arivis 
©w, near t-kif to God. | 
Antoninis ſtyles the Soul; *O Aaipwy; 3 
Gey5umy , Y Opaubre » 5 Zds Tous —, "Arti= 
9040 He $aH78 * ad os bv 6 ines visy 3h x69/@&; 
And in his 9th Book, Se. 39; —= Wilt 
thou ſay to thy mind; rhou art dead, or betorme - 
like a Beaſt ? | 
Seneca ſpeaks too high. Quid ale AY 
cas, Ofc. What will you call the Soul: bitt 
Deity dwelling in an Hunjane Body? And 
pop ſuch boldneſs was one Original of. 
then Idolatry. And elſewhere == Ani- 
mus fi propriam ejus Originem aſpexeris, Sec. 
The Soul , if you confider its true 
deſcends fog that " nk Spirit. Surfim 
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2 _ ward,” there Eternal Reſt remams for "8s 7 
" . Andecomforting Martis concerning het * 
- dead Son, Ipſe quidem eternu, be w Eter- 
pal, and in a better State now, than be was © 
pre, The Body u the Priſon of the. Soul, 
Soul it ſelf w ſacred, and eternal. Happy 
. # thy Son, O Martia, who being dead, knows 
ſuch things as theſe. — Nec eſt Ratio aliud 
 guam in corpus pars Djvini Spirits merſa, 
FE: Liem. | EL 
'. - .:Plutarch ſavs, That the Providence of 
God, and the Immortality of the Soul, 
_ areſoconneted, that the one neceſſarily 
follows the other ; de [era Numinis windit 3. 
And therefore-, by the way , Epicurus 
-made thorough-work in denying both. 
: Come- we' now. to Cicero, a moderate, 
middle-way Philoſopher: He diſputes at large 
for the Immortality of the Soul, in the 
Firſt Book of his T#{c. Queſt. de contemmen- 
«4 Morte, as alſo in his Dialogue de Sene- 
&ute, &c. I will cite ſome Paſſages our 
of him; to the ſhame of- thoſe Chriſtians 
who'ſtand in need of ſuch Inftrucions 
_ from ah Heathen; ES 5 nt 
':\Tw cum *ibi, frue Deus, &c. Wilt thow 
(when:God, or Nature hath given thee @ Soul; 
than which notbing is: more excellent and Di- 
wine) ſo debaſe thy ſelf as to ſuppoſe that there 
E. & 9 difference between thee and-4 Beaſt 2 
Cis, Paradox. pag.217, .* FH 
: > ny Sa 25:5 
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are eſcaped from the Priſon of the Body , 
that which you call Life xs Dea 
Scip. 233»  Haec: Caleftia ; ſemper fpeftato,. 
illa, Humana contemnito, Ibid, - Reckon wit! 


| thy ſelf that thou art nat Mortal, but 7 thy 


Body; the- Mind x the Man, and not that. 
Bodily Figure which y9u can point at with 
your Finger, Ibid. 


And to the ſame purpoſe he brings. in y 


that of Cyrus, mention'd by Xenopbon : 
I could never perſwade my ſelf that our 


{ Souls lire i» the Body, and dye when . .. 
| of it. Nec wero tum animuns. | 
onfpients copay ny, 1 


they go out 
eſſe inſipientem cum. ex 
fiſſet , [ed 'cum ommi admiſtione corporis libe- 
rata, purns O-integer efſe capiſſet , tum eſe. 
Sapientem. | This js purely Plarpnick., De 
Senect. 21T. | 
Except God delizzer you from this Priſon 
of the Body, you can never come 10 Heawey,. 
Idem. 2s Sl 
-And- elſewhere he argues, from the 
Worſhip which. was paid to their depa 
Heroes , That the Souls of all- Men are 


Ima-.” 
de Legib. 
tium Dii, qui babentur , hinc a nobis perfeb 
is Celum reperientur, pag. 329- 
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mortal, but the Souls of geod Men Divine, 1 
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Alſo Tyſc: lib. x. pf ib Majorum Gene, 4 
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”* And £ infinitely fond is he of this® 
. -. Opinion, that he thus concludes, de Sexe; 
pope 214. Qugd fi in boc erro, &c. If in this 

miſtaken, that'I believe the Souls of - 


Men immortal, T-am willingly miſtaken: 


Nor will I ſuffer this\Error, in which I. 
am delighted, to be extorted from me as . 


long as'I live. | But if after Death I ſhall 
have no Senſe, as ſome diminutive Phi- 
loſopt 
dead Philoſophers ſhould deride my Ef- 
hs: ol gd ET LOTS \ 
'* Fn a word, both Cicero, Sexeca, and ſe- 
 veral of the Platonifts and Stoicks, ſpeak 
of the Soul,” as if it were an Incarnate Deity. 
That #* has many bright: Reſemblances of 
God ftampt - upon it. - Deum te ſcito efſe, 
Somn. Scip: Becauſe as the Great God 


rules the World, fo thy Soul - rules and. 
governs thy Body, as aft inferior kind of | 


Deity. | + 

 » Tt muſt indeed be acknowledged, - that 
Ariftotte ſpeaks ſometimes dubiouſly,” and 
is-not conſiſtent with himſelf in this mat- 
ter.” *But his greateſt Admirers have ge- 
nerally believ'd it. And ſome of them 
take ir ill that any ſhould queſtion, whe- 
ther their Maſter was ' of the fame 


MA 1 


i However the Authority of. that Philo- 
{opher needs not much to.move us, fince ., 
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he is alſo inconſiſttnt with himſelf '@n. © 
cerning the Deity ,' as La&#ant. obſerves.” 
And again, Arifoteles Dewm nec coluit, "nes © 
curavit. See more to the ſame. purpol 
in Lipſ. Manudutt. ad Stoic. Philoſ. lib, 36 
-. I} pap- 18. 
E Nevertheleſs there are not wanting 
| |} even in him, ſome fair acknowledgment 
of this great Truth in his lucid Intervals. 
He confeſſeth the Soul 'is ſomethiffp. di- 
ſtin& from the. Elements, and makes it 
to be quintam quandam Naturam. And 
| the like they ſpeak concerning the matter 
$ of che Heavens, which yet the Peripate- 
zicks look not upon as corruptible. ' - - 
In his Book, de Generatione Animal. lib. 
2. cap. 3. Aim? 5 # viv povor, &c. It re» 
mains, that'the Rational or Intelleual 
Soul” only enter from without, as being; 
only of a nature purely Divine; ; with: 
whole Actions, the Actions of this groſs 
Body have no Communication. Here he 
ſpeaks like'.an Orthodax Scholar of*his. 
excellent Maſter Plato, to-whoſe footſteps 
the cloſer he keeps, the leſs he ever wan- 
ders from the Truth. D#. More Immort. 
Soul, page 115. J''1 - Sox 
Elſewhere he fays, That the mind is -- 
. Ti dx, an impatitble thing. | 
' Xemocrates 15 fully of the - ol mind, 
That all Souls are Immortal, and that: we . 
TS if Pn Py” "POT qt. -$' £ ; who 
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he was capable of in this Priſon of the! ; 
Body. SET, 
 » Antifthenes, from whom were derived 
both the Cynicks "and Stoicks, tells the A- 
rhenians, glorying, That they ſprung from | 


_ than Snfils and Locuſts. - He exhorts to 
Piety and Juſtice, as the way to Immor- 
talicy. Ejuſmod; ſibi wiaticum Ow 
comparare oportere , . quod Naufragium . faci-. 
e721 emal booed poſſe. And among Mma- 
ny other things, he wrote at. Fo ds: 
concerning the Inviſible State, Laert. 'in | 
Antiſt. Ds OR 1 

I mention not the Gymnoſophifts, Brach- 
2ans, Druids, &c. What the Poets, both 
Greek and Late, held in this matter, is 
obvious eyen to School-Boys. The Zh-: 
fan Fields, the Infernal Fudges, the Torments 

EF of Hell, whereof they ſpeak, are ſo ma- 

 - ny Actteftations to this great Truth. . . 

- - Thus you ſee how generally the belief 

of the Immortality of the Soul obtaind. 

| _ among the Ancient Erhnicks; and ſhall 
ay one who profeſſeth to believe the Go- 

: (fſpel, deny it? Who would not ſay, 'Si 

| anima mea cum Philoſophis: I mean, rather | 

E than with ſuch Chrittians as theſe. I 
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ſhall cercainly be bleſſed in a future Smate,, 
and ſhall enjoy more pure pleaſures, chan i 


the Egith; that they were no more noble, - || - 
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| derided. by Cicero bimſclf, 
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y tion, a5: Cicero, Seneca, and ever 
Socrates 'hinſelf,. ſpeak: ſometimes doubt- 


"fully concerning the Immortality of the © 


Soul. - : 


Anſw. So.-much the more reaſon have 
'we to be thankful for that clearer light , 


by which Life and Immortality are fo plain- 


I ly ſet before: us. But yet: you muſt: re+- 
member, it waz only a- certainty which - 


theſe Philoſophers profeſſed to want, and 
not a. probability , or Opinion that it was 
true. As for Cicero, he ſays he dares ſwear 
the Soul is Divine, Tuſc. lib. x. 343.-- S& 
neca Often aſſerts irs Immortality. . And fo 


did Socrates, when he had tg, do with. 


fuch as were capable of reteiving.and-un- 
derſtanding that Dodtine ,- as :has been 
already- proved. And beſides, ſuch was 


the modeſty of that Philoſopher, that-he 


was-nat wont to be poſitive in his Afſer« 
tions, but ſtill, upon all occaſions, to ac- 
knowledge his Ignorance. <4) 


As for the Epicureans , Cicero tells us, - 


That all Learned Men contemned ther 


And 2uftine fays, Quod 19þ Philoſepbs Epicas\ — 


rum Porcum nomt runt. ; 


' Enſebins declares, That Lacretizs wrate- . 


his Poems in the Ipterpals of Madneſs. 
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br” 04 x might eat Jnentitia nary; _— i 
3 the Sayings of Ancient Philoſophers, ! 
. which further hold forth their belief f of 4 

the Soul's. Immortality. + 4 

Anaxagoras was 0 intent upon his Phi: 
loſo ophical Contemplations ,. that he re- 
garded not the Aifairs of the Publick ; | 
and when one asked him. ——'Qu&r oy 
wing + areid &-3 Have you 10 care of your | 
Countrys Yes, (laid he) the greateft care of | 
all, Jeita + 5ggydy —; Pointing towards 
Heaven , Laert, pag. 34- 

Thraſeas ſaid, Nero might kill him, but 
could not deſtroy him. And the like faid 
Socrares long before, concerning his Ac- 
cuſers. 
- Anaxarchus wld the Tyrant, "You may i 
break in pieces the Priſon -of Anaxarchus , 
himſelf you carer burr, Laert. 252. 
 Epicarmws, as Cited by Clemens Alexan- 
drinus, ſays, If thou be @ good Man, Death | 
cannot hurt thee, Thy Sperit will live bappi- 
7 mn Hegven. | | 
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"CHAP.-VL \ 
Our Augbot's ObjeStions confidered and an-. 


Ne wered. 


HAT our Philofoph&, may not 

think himſelf lighted, I am obli-. 
ged , in civility, to take ſome notice of 
his Objeions, (fuch as they are) tho 
fufficiently anfwered 1 in wbat hath 
already. ſaid. 


_ Obje&R. 1. , The Brat att ſenſibly and 
knowingly by a Material Spirits ergo,. Me 
ay poform all his Natural Fuokbimny by the 
means of 's like Spirit, Page 2, 
Anſw. 1, As for the Nature of Matter, 


I ſhall ſhew. you yk and by, how liccle-ie; 
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is underſtood - by the: wiſeſt of. ptr, als 
and thay: while you are talking ; 
dently concerning, it, you. do: but Wren. | 
gle in' the. dark adour you: know not | 
what. | % 
2. I cannot obſerve, how: poorly. 
you. ſhift, off thT moſt..difficule pact of 
your Work. In the firſt Page we are:ens. - 
countered Fig a' daring Aſſertion, Bits. 
That. #6 Sel geil With, noe: Body: .- 
ny RR 
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fo much as a'ſhadow of it. —— Parturiiet ; 
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in the world we ſtivuld ) there 


Montes. Not one of the Arguments 7 
which have been. uſed both by Ancient ' 
and Modern Philoſophers, and Divines;'. 
is anſwered. Perhaps | they were not 


worth taking notice of by ſo tranſcendent. | 


# Genius. Did you expe that your bare | 


" Word muſt paſs for an An/wer? 'or that 


any Man of Brains would be atirafed with 
ewo' or three obſcure Quotations out of 
Ariſtotle and- Pliny ? You were tivt born. 
ſoon enough, thus to impoſe upon Man-- | 
kind. Tpſe dixit is quite out. of doors. 


. +-3« As for the Souls of Brutes, you ſay,. 


they are Material, and take it: for grant- 
ed that they are Mortal; from whence 
you would infer that the Soul'of Mar is. 
fo:to0. * But'have you well conſidered 
the-Anſwers' which have 'beeir given to. 
this: Objedtion' by ' many great Philoſo- 
phers? - if ot ,, you ate not 'fit/ to: writs 
If. you have 
you ought to give fome ſacisfactory Reply, 
and not ta = it off by ſaying, Dr. 
thinks cthac Iuch Argueyg, deferve not an 
Anſwer, This is but a Min way of Phi- 


# 


> «Some of. ' the *Platonifs 'aflign- 15 the?/ 
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| hve Subfeniial 1 Sep - difting from Mats "Y 
ter. - And Porphyry is peremptory for-theie 
Immortaliry. Beſides what is fad of: Y 
Anima mundi. 
s - But however theſe Controverſies beides 
t | termined, I think *tis eafy to dernonſtrate; * 
t. & char the Souls of Brutes are much more 
5. | noble than the Material Spirits of their 
t | Blood. © But:the Immortalicy of our own 
h: & Souls depends not upon ſuch: Speculations' 
F I as theſe. | We need: nor run to the Brutes 
n_ | for Arguments. Let them:do fo, whoſe 
\-, MW Principles require it. 

If-you think: you can fairly anſwer the 

Reafons which I have given from Scri 
- MW and Natural Lighy'in :this Point ; nd 
« MI when you- have fo done, undertake 'to 
5 MW prove, (I do not ſay .meerly to affere) 
q BY That the Souls of Brutes are Material and 
o | Moria), and: by. conſequence - that "tho 
\: I Souls of Men areyſo: too; phntacc 
& | you pleaſe, I hope I ſhall not 
T5 vided for:you. . Bur till. :chen , 5 a. 
- I obliged co: incumberimy Defence of 'the 
7 Wy Soul's B's with by ends Contro- 
n yer: 
i- That 

? the Souls kite Macecial and 
Mortal, oy: are ill ſure that the: pens | 
Soul i is 'nawch os pane 
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- think it is il} dane of thoſe Philoſoph 


" who deboſe or. doy the. Senſitive. Baculties © 
- of Beaſts, and make them weer Machines; | 


and I'deny not, that there is ſomething in 
them which looks like Reaſon. ' Bur, what 


then? Theſe higher Operations of the Souls | 
ef Mn, which have a more immediate and || 
_ dare teferenice to Immortality, are ſuch | 
as we ſee no appearance of 'in the Infe- | 


rior Creatures, ' They know not God, they 


fave 'hiz_ not; they have no: appreben/iom | 
of a Future State, no ſenſe of Moral Good | 
pc Evil, as Man hath; and thisis enough | 


to:diltinguiſh ar from thew, . and to ſhew, 
that our Natures : arg. made for: higher 
Ends: than. cheirs;_ as the Poet,»fpeaking 
Fl | i4 
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Y will necds hold the” Conchyan,; and fo. * 
Y abuſe your-Reaſon , and loſe the Truth 
| and. your Labour both together. "This . 
method may indeed ſerve che ends of 
perverſe Wranglers, but is not the way to 
make any man wiſer. TI 

There is a great deal obſervable both 
in the Souls of Men and Brutes, which. 
the beſt Philoſophers do not comprehend. 
Muſt we therefore deny. what's plain, be- 
6auſe we. are. not agreed about more 7e- 
»ote Difficulties 2 This, is the way to ins 
troduce-Sceptici/m , and nnthanktfully to 
rejet what God, barh made known to us, _ 7 
— he hatch nor laid open all the . . +» 
reſt. C41» A 
\.. The words of Tertullizn, in his Trea- 
tiſe de Anima, are very remarkable in ths 
preſent Caſe. . Quis enim revelabit quod 
Deus texit ? unde ſoſcitandum eft ? — pres 
ftat per Deum neſtire ; quia non tevelaverit, 
quam per hominem ſcire, quia ipſe preſumpſes 
rit, pag. mihi. 342. i 
', Your Maſters have *ftot yer ſatisfied 
the Learned World, in any Account they 
have given of Senſitive perception and Ap- 

cing 
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perite ,- by: xeduGing them to the Laws of 
Matter and” Motion. You muſt lay your 
Foundation better © before you build ſo - 
-mbich upan' it- [But Cicero ; and Laertins - _ | 
tell us z/*Ehat- the -Epicureans: abandoned 
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Logick, and fo do their Aberrors. IF ſup- 

poſing would ſerve inſtead of prowing, there 
would be no great difference between an 
Tdeor,, and a Philoſopher. * 0 


Obj. 2. But Thinking Arguing , &C:. 
which you aſcribe to the Soul, belong to the 
hole Compoſitum , or eontexture of Sol 
and Body, which ts the efficient proper cauſe | 
of them, pag. 2, 4. 

' Anſw. According to your ewn Hypo- i 
theſis, each part of the Compoſitum is not | 
alike concerned in thefe Acts, but (efpe- | 
cially) the Animal Spirits, and the. Brain, 
which you ſuppoſe to be a materia cogita- 
tiva ; but theſe are not the whole Compoſe 
zum; fo that you mult firſt reconcile your 
Philoſophy to ir ſelf, and then anſwer 
what I have ſaid, againſt the Capacity of 
theſe Material ,  Corruptible Spirits , for 
the production of ſuch Ads, before this 
ObjeRion be at all valuable. 
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The very uſe which 'the Soul now F: 
makes of Corporeal Organs and Inſtruments, il j; 
plainly evinces, That ig, doth exert fome Þ: 
Aion wherein they affift it not ;\ for it 
fuppoſfeth an operation wpon them ante» iſ 
cedent to- any operation by them = i} $+ 
When therefore the Soul makes uſe'of a;W in, 
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needs, at laſt, be without the expnp'<, Han 
any Organ, unleſs you multiply to it Bo: 
dy upon Body in infinitum, as a Reverend 

Author obſerves, Bleſſednefs of rhe Rightes | 
a MEAS. 15-245 bn 7 
Nullam vim, virtutem, aitt aptitudinem ad 


ipſum inteligendi aut volendi atfum, purum; 
ormalem in fe, 2 fpiritibus aut & op ani 


mus recipit. Quonodo enim inferitis,& vilius Of 
paſſroum, wvirtutem attivam nobilem Natnret 
- | /uperiori; preftantiori, & attive communi- 
© ' care poteft, Method. Theol. part. 1. x62. 


£ Obj. 3. Matter and Motion may do much; 
- i & appears by a Muſical Organ in the hand of 
- a good Artiſt, page 2. Of Tos: _ 
IC Anſw. The Inſtrument is not conſcious 
T 8 of the Harmony produced by. it, as the 
of © Soul is of its. own As; and therefore 
or | your Similitude is far from running upogt 


11s Wl all four; 


Oby. 4. Matter has a ſelf-moving Power. 
W YN for, if it be reduced to agpne Powder, part of 
ts, Wl #t will riſe up into the Air like a thin Cloud, 
me Wl pap. 7. 13. 


rtf ſw; The Air & & fluid body, in 
10o- 


which thoſ little. Particles are moved, as 
Sticks or Straws are in the Water, accord- 


ing to its.moti d not þ {elE . 
Wins to #5,motion, and not by a ſelf-mo- 
ui Ying Power of their cur. ;& 
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A Diſcourſe concerning ©  -* 

our Author (not obferving how he almoſt . 

- confates himſelf) tells you in the very next | 
words, 'that they are apt to be moved with 
every little breath. I believe indeed they 
are very ſuſceptible of imprefſions from 
without , but have no ſelf-moving power 

- within them. If the Duſt in the Streets fly - 
tnto you Eyes, will you therefore fay it 
has a ſelf-moving power? ſtopit but cloſe 

up in a Bottle where Wind and Arr can- | 

not diſturb ic, and I will be bound for | 

its good behaviour. | 


- As for the nature of Fire , you have | 
light and heat, as well as motron, to give att 
account of, which I fancy will pur you 
hard to it. ' : 
Neither know you whence the Wind | 

comes, nor whither it goes, nor what 
Fr 1s that puts it in motion; and ſo we 

| are not at all edified by your Ailertion 
CONCErning it. g 


Obj. 5. The Spinit of the Egyptian, whom 
David found ar Ziklag in the field famifhed, 
came to him again after they had groen him 

« Fruit and Water, pag. 1k © 
- Anſw. No wonder: that his- Materal, 
Animal Spirits were refreſh'd - by:ſuitabk 
-Nouriſhment j but that proves:not that he 
*Hhad no nobkr Principle ini bin 3- Neither 0 
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. T-deny that. 
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D - bets Seal 3 re... 
at theſe Spirits are. the immediate 3 
Inftrumes:ts of the Soul's Qperations in, its 
fate of union with the Body : But this is 
only ad modum, not ad formam aus; and 
therefore to ſay the Soul cannot,/u2/# nor 
a& in a ſtate of Separation from them, is 
an Argument 2 Bac::lo ad Angulum : And 
yet it is no wonder, if it leave the 
Body, when theſe Spirits are no longer 
fit to be a pinculum of wital union be- . 
tween them. | 4 


Obj. 6. It cannot be conceived how the ſe- 
parate Soul ſhould think without the Brain, ſee 
without an Eye, GC. 

. Anſw.. The. Jlnfant in the Womb hath 


no _—_— of theſe Actions which it 


ſhall perform when it is come into the * 


World, and grown up to maturity. 'The 
Caſes are much alike. 


To conclude, Except we better under- 
ſtood what the Soul z, and how it a&s 
while united to the Body , *tis meer frq- 
wardneſs to deny its. Capacity of a ſepa- 
rate Subſiſtence, becauſe we underſtand 


not what will be the -20de of its Opera- -1 


tion*in that State. But ſome men; love 
to argue ab ignoto ad ignotinc. 
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Rr ualis anims in corpore fit, tanquam 
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Of Mattriality, or Immateraality, as they are 
aſcribed to the Suul. | 


V 


HAT which our Author ' ſeems 

moſt to truſt to, in the preſent 
Controverly , is the ſuppoſed Materiality ' 
of the Soul ;/ and this it is which he. 
thinks . gives him: fo great an advantage 
againſt his Adverſary, that (as the man- 
ner of Tlome is) he triumphs before the Vi- 
Fory z and yet all this Duſt which he raif- 
eth about Matter, is as eaſily diſflipated, as 
the Apoſtle ſhook off the Viper from bus band; 
which will appear by the following Par- 
ticulars. | | 


1. Many great Philoſophers and Di- 
vines have earneſtly contended, that the 
Soul is immaterial , and have laid great 
ftreſs upon this for the proof of its 17m 
tality, The Reaſons which - they - offer 
thould have been well weighed; and an- 
ſwered by our Author, before he had ſet 
up for a new Diſcoverer. *Tis an end- 
les piece of work to write againſt thoſe 
perſons who will take no notice of what. ' 
has been ſaid before. | 
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How little alliance is th&e between a 


Thought, and any bodily thing ? The more 


ſtrictly you conſider this, the more rea- 


fon you will ſee to conceive of the. Soul 
us a ſubſtance diftin& from, and far mots. 
noble than Matter. * x6 

The Notions which we haveof a And, 
;. e. ſomething within us that thinks, ap- 
prebends,” reaſons, diſcourſes , wills, nills, af- 
firms, denies, doubts, &c. are mightily dif- 
ferent from any Notions which we can 
faſten upon a Body. And yet our Authop 
thinks that Corn may be converted into 


a rational activity, pag.12. But to that I 


have faid enough already. 


 2dly, Others ſay, that the Soul w material, 

and' yet are as great Aſſerters of its Immortas 
lity as the former. Many, of the Ancient 
Fathers of the Church were of-this .Opi- 


nion. Tertulhar, 'in his Treatiſe de Anima, 


diſputes hotly for it. ' Auguftine lays, that 
the Soul, if compared to God, is corpo- 
real; and ſo doth Damaſcene.” See many 
thore in'the Appendix tothe Reaſons of the 
Ebriſtian Religion, where you will find that - 
they took the Angels themſelves for more: 
ſublime purer Bodies. And. the Learned 


- Zanchy agrees with them .in his Treatile - 
d& drgels, chap. 3. 0 © ef en, 
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Neither will. it follow that the Soul is 
tel, if it ſhould be acknowledged me- 
reel. - Ariſtotle himſelf ſuppoſes it .to be 
a certain Quintefſence diſtin& from the 
four: Elements, analogous to the matter 
of the Heavens, which yet the Peripatericks 
ſuppoſe incorryptible. - And it can never 
be proved that fo ſimple and pure a Sub- 
ſtance as the Soul is, bath-any natural 
- © tendency to diſſolution, or ſeparation of 
| Bf parts, but on the other hand the nobleſt 
- WU Natures: incline moſt go union ; neither 
is it to be feared leſt God ſhould annihi- 

late or deltroy it , ſince he has given it a 
Nature fitted tor Immortality, which ſhews - 

that he has defign'd ir thereto. je | 

= Quid mula? Sic mibi perſuaſs, fic ſentio. 
- i Curr ſimplex anim: Natura fit , neque babeat 
: i #n fe quicquam admiſtum, diſpar ſui, & dij- 
- Wl /arile, non foſſe eum dividi ; quod - fi non 
, 2g , non poſſe mnterire , Cic. de Sene. 


Pag:; 210, 


z3diy, The Nature of Matter is nat ſo well 
underſtood , as that the determination of the . 
preſent Controverſy ſhou'd be ſuppoſed to de- 
end upon it. The Accidents and Modes of 
Matter are obvious to our Senfes, but 
how, lute know we of its intimate Ej- 
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; Sef; » infra Nature opera ſubſif unt-: Mi | 
que intima illim penetrant , ſed in el 
fone facie werſantyg , ' Lud. Viv. de VER 
Fid. 151. _ CO 
" Rerum onnium vere germaneque Eſſoitia 
pe per ſe non cognoſeuntur. A nobis abdite 
a 


latent. In penitiſſms cujuſque ret, | wi Mens 
noftra, in hujrs corporis mote & tenebris ite, W/ 
#0n penetrat. Tdemy. | 

'- And to the ſame purpoſe Dr. More, | 
Anrtid. againſt Atheiſm, pag. 15. As for the: 
wery Effence, or bare Subſtance of any thing: 
whatſoever, he is a wery Novice in Specula- 
rion that does not acknowledge that utterly un-| 
known. But for the Eſſential, and inſepara- i 
ble Properties, they are as intelligible and ex« 
Plicable in a Spirit , as in any dther Subjef# 
Whatſoever. © Fo | 


And ſhall we in the midſt of all this 
darkneſs talk confidently about materia- 
lity, and immateriality , and diſpute our; 
Jelves into Atheiſm or Sadduciſm , by 
wrangling about we know not what ? 
Can you tell whether Matter be diviſible 
#: infinitum, or no? Take which ſide of 
the Queſtion you pleaſe, (and the diſtin- 
ion of mentally or really diviſible into 
the bargain ) and make. your beſt 'of it. 
If it be not infinitely diviſible, then eve-. 
fy part of Matter is not Matter, ws not 
in | «read having 
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having extetifion, or crinal'dimenſion, If 
li®e, then a Grain of Muſtard-ſeed may 


Fl be divided ihto as many parts as a Moun» 


tain. And ſhatl the Immortality of the + 
Soul be ſuppoſed to ſtand upon fo lubri- 
cous a Foundation as this is 2 No ſuch 
matter. Anſwer hoyefthy and. fairly the © 
Arguments which I have-produced from 
W Scripture and Reaſon, or elſe tell us plainly 
Mwhich of :he/e :290 you renounce, but do 
- Wnot think to ſhift it off by quibbling up- 
- Won the word immaterial, unleſs yoy bet- 
Fer underſtood what Matter is. Ebr this 

- Fwould be to run into the dark, that you 
might not be ſeen to bluſh, while you 
{Walk againſt Light it felf. © 2 ©» 
' The formal Vertues of Spirits are bet- 
er known to us by their Acts, than their 


Subſtances, yea and better, perhaps, than 


he naked Efſence of Matter it ſelf is. 
Some great Philoſophers - have affirmed 
What the Soul is more knowable than the 
/ {Wody. See Deſcart. princ. Phileſ. pag. 3. 
and his Meditat. de prima Philoſ. pag. 4. 


To conclude, The ſubſtance of our 
douls differs fo much from any corporeal 
hing that we are acquainted with , thac 
t may well enough be called immaterial ; 


e- Whough we know not wherein the diffe- 


ence of Spirits from the fineſt Matter 
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| —_ = examine "—- Tormal Fain 
" and wnſbeakable Purity. 
' Miki quidem ſufficit , dum aliorum aaſ 
bus nihil oppono , nec contradicy , ex wirtute 
formal; in [ubſtantii puriſſimi fundati ( fone 
compoſirione ) Spiritum 4 materia paſſiua di- 
inguere : LE Y aps preftare poteſt praſte, 
Method. ol> par. 1. 142, 


Direfions to ſuch as ate in [1 uſpenſe as to the 
Immortality of the Seul, ſhewing bow they 


may arrive at a certainty in that matter. 


T*Honvgh I have already ſaid ſo much 
£L as I think may ſuffice to ſatisfy fuch 
Perſons as are willing to do- their own 
Souls right, yet all are not alike diſpoſed 
for thereception of plain Evidence when ſet 
before them. - Recipitur ad modum recipien- - 
ris; and therefore it will not be alien'to - 
the Deſign which I have in hand, to lay 
down ſome Dire&ions which will tend to 
make all that hath been already ſpoken, 
_ effetual. And they are ſuch as 
thele. 


Direct. 1.' Be impartial in your Enquiries 
about this matter, and take ſpecial care that 
your Underſtandings be not byaſſed by the- bn, 
tereſt of your Luſfts , which will diſpoſe yk 
10 hate even Reaſon it ſz}; and to fhust your 
eyes againſt the Light. - ff . 

Socrates, diſcourſing concerning the Imb . * 
mortality of the Soul, warns his Hearers to 


take care that they be not \wnnizr;* haters * 
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of Reaſon, than which a greater miſchi 
could not befall them, Phedo, pag. 133 
Atheiſtical Inclinations in mens Hill 
and Afetions do commionly ſet their Us 
derſtandings on work to frame Principle 
{aited thereco, and ta defend and mam: 
tain thoſe Principles ; and a Mind thus | 
depraved, is like a Corrupt Judge, who 7 
will hear nothing againſt the Party that | 
bribed him: When the Soul has fd | 
degraded it ſelf, as to become a Slave | 
to the Senſual Appetite, che conſciouſneſs | 
of ics own guilt makes it willing to ſup- | 
paſs it ſelf no nobler a Subſtance than | 
thoſe Material Spirits which have Jed it 
taptive all the while, that ſo 'ir may die 
with the Body, and not. be called to an 
acgount for its unnatural felf-abafement; 
Abs deliciis ininmerſi ac woluptatibvus oninia cu- 
ferent tum illis pariter corcidere, hoc eft, cum 
corpore, nee eſſe ullam Fudicem qui vite bujut 
rationem & nobis repoſceret, Ld. Viv. de Ver. 
Fid. lib, 1. x45. 
... Ie is worth your while to examine, 
Whether ſomething of this nature be not 
the Spritig and Fountain of theſe bruciſh 
Privoipls 5 and if fo,:you have reafon td 
uſpect them, as proceeding from fo wil 


.: Ir is alſo poſſible, that ſome thinking 
 Parlons of a tober converſation ,. may 
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hive an byeniam Hereticom , and aff = 
ſingularity in Opinions to make them, 
ſelves more taken notice of, and-admired 
by ſuch who have not Wit enough tg 
dete& their Sophiſtry. But ordmarily *tis 
Mens love to their Lufts and ſenſual Pleas 
fures, their negle& of God and Religion, 
their wilful deſpiſing the Concerns. and 
Intereſts of a future State, which diſpo- 
ſeth them to' wiſh their Souls were More 
cal, for fear of what may come after, 
and then to believe (though not without 
a great deal of wavering and pwr 
that they are ſo. '0v £539) 5 xixds dod- 
yam 41) Þ_ 4avts yur, faith Hierocles, A- 
wicked Man would not have his Soul 
to be Immortal , leſt he ſhould be pus 
niſh'd for his wickedneſs, yet he antici- 
paces the Sentence of his Judg ,, condem-' 
ning it to Death before-hand. AzJunt 
extingui quam ad ſupplicia reparari ; Minut-” 


Felix. 


Direct, 2. Be not overfond of your preſent” 
Conceits. Tt becomes you to ſuppoſe that 
you may be miſtaken, becaufe many (as" 
wiſe Men ) have been fo before. you. 
He knows. little of the weakneſs of Hu- 
mane Underftandings,nor of the unſearch- 
able depths of the Works of God, who” 
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Modefty, and a pr icuds to ſuſpe&t his 

own Judement., muſt needs be in a Phi- : 
Isfopher. And thotgh this muſt not be 
fo far ſtrained as t6 make us turn Scefe 
ticks, yet it' ought to. reſtrain 'ns from an 
over-forwardneſs to vent wncouth Opini- 
ons, and from -paſfing an haſty judgment | 
ofi things, before we have well weighed {| 
what may be ſaid on both ſides. Theſe | 
things which appear difficult to you, may |} 
perhaps be eaſy to another; and hold 
things which you. look upon. as Demon | 
Prations, to a more diſcerning Perſon | 
will, it may be, appear no berrer thay þ 
Dreams; and Self-conceit wilt make you 
' flight the weightieſt Reaſons which are 
brought to awake and undeceive you; 
Scme of you value your ſelves upon the 
- -account of a natural quicknefs of Wit, 
with ſome acquired Scraps of Philoſophy; 
bat take care that this do not make you 
ſer too high an eſteem upon your /izth 
crude Notions, which a ſmall time may 
'Giſcover to-be meer trifles, and Death will 
'rertibly confute for ever. 


- DireR. 3. Let-your Diligence and Serioth 
 -weſs in theſe Studies: be: anſwerable' to thu 

-wveipht and conſequence of thoſe Truths yau en 
'guire after. *Fis a matter that nearly con 
. Sens you,” wo know .wimther thaboul be 
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rio. If after all- the pains 3 


Tinmortal or no. I Ns 
you have taken to make your ſelf believe, 
that the Soul dieth with the Body, you 
ſhould at laſt find your felf miftaken'; 
where are yot then? What will you do. 
when Death hath drawn aſide this Vail of 
Ignorance, and placed = in the Socie 
of wretched: Spirits , forſaken of God , 
and paſt all _ of recovery ? Will not 
this be a dreadfal difappointment ? If F 0 : 
ſaw a Man cat ate too deep when he -. ; 
was pairing his Nails, gore T mighe + 
laugh ac him for his raſhnefs ; . bur it F 
i fee him attetnpting to Stab himfelf, that's. 
u WF no laughing matter, and I am guilty of 
'e WH Murcher, it I do not endeavour to pre- 
u: WW vent. it; and therefore I fay again , be [e- 
0 i #105; Let me tell you from a Perſon of'as - 
t, Wl comprehenſive 4 Genizs, and as higha Station 
'; Wl 45 the beſt and greateſt of you all, (the 
ou Wl great Cardinal Richliew) © Thar the Sout 
tle WW © is a ſerious Thing, and muſt be ei- 
ay il © ther fad here for a moment, or ſad'for 
lf ever. / ZI 
"Tis ati ealy matter to ger ſome crude; 

| undigeſted Notions, and Terms. of Art to 
El phy withal ; bur. folid and farisfitory 
1 Knowledge muſt be che fraic of Induſtry, 

»F and hard infpartial Study : And you have 
feaſon ehough © queſtion all chofe Opi- 
be tions which" are the Off fpcing* of 'u1i- 
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7 7  NENTTY PPE FEY 
thinking floathfulneſs, though none are : 
uſually more confident than fuck Triflers, - 
who like drunken Perſons boaſt of their 
Wir to the increaſe of their ſhame. The 
beſt way to know that the Soul is Im- 
' mortal, is to keep its nobleſt Faculties in 
due Exerciſe, and then they will ſpeak 

for themſelves. x F. 


Direct. 4. See that your Ends be right is il 
theſe Studres, i. e. ſuitable to the tendency of * 
thoſe Truths you ſearch into. Study the Dig- 
nity of Humane Nature, that you may | 
walk as becomes Men, worthy the Facul- | 
ties of that Rational Immortal Spiricr 
which God hath given you. Right ends 
will help you in the uſe of means; but 
if you ſtudy theſe things meerly to pleaſe 
= Phanſy, this -is but a more refined 
ort of Senſuality, and then *tis no- won- 
der if you miſs of the Truth, nor indeed 
any great matter whether you find- it or 
no, for any great good it's likg to do 
you. \ 
An honeft manly Deſign in thefe Stu- 
_ dies, will prepare you for the entertain- 

ment of the Truth. Indeed *tis a noble 
Employment to enquire into the Works 
of God, and efpecially into, our own 
Souls, - that we may know: him," and love 
him better , and diſcharge; Qur-Dury to- 
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wards him more faithfully; and in fo 
doing, we may humbly expe&t ſome ſuck 

* Afftatum divini Numins 5 (as our Author 
ſpeaks, page 1) which may enlighten 

our Underſtandings, and lead us into 

- thoſe Truths which we ſeek after. Other- 
wiſe 'tis to ſmall purpoſe to talk of the 

' Immortality of the Soul to ſuch Perſons, 
who are reſolved to gratify their Luſts 
though they loſe their Reputations and 

"- Souls too in the Adventure. ' Thus 
Bias the Philoſopher , being asked by 

7 fome wain Fellows, What that Piety he 
- talked o meant? Anſwered, wo was 6 
c 720 oe to fheak to a Maw of thofe things 
Ss fly he fs intended to B+? yo 
t Laerfi 22. 
e 
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Dite&. 5: Proteed orderly 'in your Studies; 

1- WW and do not begin at the wrong end. Lay 
d BE down the moſt plain and certain Truths ' 

xr WW firſt, and fo and gradually to, thoſe 

'o i that are gnore difficult. Try thoſe things 
that are uncertain, by ( and do not plea ; 

u- WM them gainff) thoſe that are clear and: cer- 
n- I c4iz, unleſs you have a mind to bewilder 
&*& BW Jour ſelves, and to know nothing, becauſe 
ks WM you cannot know all. There are many 
Queſtions concerning the Origine of the 


Soul, "t8s Union with the Body, its mo 
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regt Mode of Operation when it {hall be ſe- 
parate from the Body , its Reunion with 
the Body at the Reſurrection, &c. which + 
will puzzle you when yotfhave done your - 
beſt; and peradventure yea, peraduenture 
m0, is very often the wiſeſt Anſwer you 
can give to them : To fuch matters the 
ſayings of Xenopbon in Yarro, is pertinent; 
Homins eſt hae opinari; Dei ſcire. God only. 
knows them , and we conjefture. But m 
we therefore renounce or undervalue | 
that Knowledge which is attainable ? 
Whar if I know not how the Child is 
formed in the. Womb, ( after all that 
Dr. Needbam hath ſaid, de formato Fetu) 
muſt I therefore deny that the Child is 
formed there ar all? This were ridictlous, 
You may eaſily apply it. Remember that 
which 1s greater, cannot be comprehend- 
ed by that which is leſs. The Soul -fer- 
rer'd in the Body, % in ſome refpe&t leſs and 
weaker than it ſelf ; as Dupleſſis oblerves. 
Shall we quarrel with the Almighty, be- 
cauſe he hath hidden ſome of the Secrets 
of his Workmanſhip frem us? Or (like 
froward Children) caft away what is gi- 
' ven us, becauſe we may not have all we 
would defire, though never fo unfit for 
ts. Plurimorum enim infelicium ingeniorun 
inde orta eſt ruina,: quod dum nota'& neceſ- 
. faria plane negligunt, ant ſen[ualirate & witis 
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ans mole obruunt, & abſcondits 


enixe ſtadent, idque ingenio ſuperbiente, cakes 
gines ſue non [atis conſcio, quando fruſftrit 
fe non patefatta queſiviſſe comperiunt , fati- 
gati & deſperantes, de certs etiam, & ne- 
ceſſariis dubitant , &* ip[am animorum im- 
mortalitatem negant. In tanta ſcilicet mals 
fultos , perverſus ſtudiorum ordo pracipitat, 
Method. Theol. Part 1. pag. 155 

In order therefore to your ſatisfaction 
JW in this Point, give me leave to recom 
| mend to you the following Method. 
; 


: iſt, Digef# well thoſe Arguments which 
) demmſtrate the Being and Perfeftions of the 
S W Deity, That there is a God, and that 
MH the Souls of Men are Immortal , are 
© © Truths fo nearly link'd together, that he. 
- BU who denies: the one, may juſtly be ſuf- 
- i pected of a Difþoſition to deny the other: 
d i Atheiſm and Sadduciſm ſpring from the 
s. | fame Root, and muſt bath be attacqued 
> 8 together. . 

ts. ll. The inviſible Things of God are clearly ſeen 
& i by the things that are made, even bi Etere 
1- WH al Power and Godhead. What think vou? 


v6 I Can there be an Efe# without a Cauſe? 
or © Could this glorious Fabrick of Heaven 
= Wl and Earth bereard by Chance? Could the 


Sun, Moon, and*Stars, have any Light, - 
but om the Father of Lights? Could the © 
bs. \ | ps ENS $3 DEF” - Rr nr ig. 2 F? |<. 8 < 
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Earth be buig. upon nothing , but by him 


who upboldeth all things by the Word of bu + 


| Power? Is it not demonſtrable that ſome- 
thing muſt needs have been Eternal? If 


you ſhould ſuppoſe a time or ſpace (call _ 


«K What you will) in which there was 
nothing , will it not neceſfarily follow 
that there never could have: been any 
ng , becauſe nothing could have pro- 
duc'd nothing? 

-. Moreover, there can be no excellency 
in the. Efe&, which is not ſome way or 
other in the Cauſe; and thEefore, ſince 
fo much Power , Wiſdom , and Goodneſs , 
ſhines forth in the Greatneſs, Order, and 
" Uſefulneſs of the ſeveral Parts of the Crea- 
tion, and their Aptitude and Tendency 
to the Beauty, and PerfeQion: of the 
Whole; and fo much that is unſearch- 
able in the meaneſt Creature ; and ſince 
in the Enumeration of Cauſes, *tis abſurd 
to run» bfnitum, you muſt needs come 
op to a firif Cauſe, Eternal, and. of I- 
comprehenſible Perfe&ion , who has mor! 
_ Excellency than all /ubordinate Cauſes ol 
together; for they have none but what 


he gave them, and it is not poflible any 


I Creature ſhould be ſo perfect as he that 
EP. RR  . 
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Providence, and confider what full and car 


” 'That God was the Creator of the World. 
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2dly, Study wel the Dofrine of Divine - 


Evidence we have, that the World « order- 
ed and governd by it. Epicurms denied , 


Eximendum imprimu et a ſollicitudine, ac 
labore Mundi extruend; Divinum Numen , 

Gaſſend. Syntag. Philof. Epicur. 72. And 

upon the ſame account he denied Provi- 
dence. Non enim cum felicitate congruunt 

negotia, ſollicitudines, ire, gratia', &c. 78. 

The like you have in Laert. pag. 285. In 

Epicur. & pag. 300. And. Lucretine treads 

in the ſame Steps. Now, this is, in ef- 
feh, to deny the Being and PerfeQtions - 
of the Deity, or to meaſure his Perfe&ti- 2} 
on by our Imperfe&tion, and to leave both ©: 
the Creation and Government - of the 
World to blind Efnce, or to that empry 
Nothing , which they call Nature. And 
yet they ſpeak contemptibly of Fortune © 
too, though they ſay the- World was 
made by Chance, Gaſſend. Syntag. 49, go. 
So ill do the Principles of this Philoſophy 
hang together. How much better is ir 
to ſay with Cicero, Deo nil preftantius, ab 
eo igitur neceſſe eff mundum regi. De Natur. } 
Deor. And again, Whoever doubts of: Pro- 
wvidence, may as well doubt, whether the Sun 
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of Infinite Perfection, to regard the Mo: : 
tions and Actions of eyery Creature, as 
if he had but one to mind. God has. 


not made'a World greater than himſelf, 
and it is diſhononrable to him to. ſup- | 
poſe , that he is only an ynconcerned 
Speaator of the Aﬀaijrs and Tranſactions - 
of his Creatures. Beſides, *tis Nonſenſe 
ro- think that the Creatures can either 
Subfit or AF without him. His Name is 
I AM, and all created Beings compared - 

: with him, are but Non-Entities, as Plato 

| obſerves, 14 ſolum eſſe quod eft etermum, & 
" Smmutabile, catera potins non eſſe, quam efſe. 

In Timzo. SED | | 
* And *tis obſervable how Nature ic ſelf 
prompts us to look unto him for relief and 
help in Exigences, and to lift up Hands. 
and Eyes to Heaven when we know wot 
what to do. Thus it 'baitrs witneſs to the 
Divine Providence. * 

þ And the Checks of Conſcience for ſe- 

+ * cret Sins, in like manner evince; That 

- there is an All-ſeeing Eye upon us. And 
ſo Natural Light prepares for Superna- 
eural. 6s * ot hk 32,9 q - , F 
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3dly, See that your Souls be poſſeft with 
awful Apprehenſions of ſo great a Majeſty. 

| This or nothing will make you ſerious, 
| andv*refirain your Thoughts. from thoſe 
Leo 7,5. gnaltedels. 
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maſterleſs: Vagaries, in which rags ms 
Philoſophers are wont to indulge them- 
ſelves to their own Deſtruction. Dare 
you take his Name in vain? Or vilify his 
Works to his diſhonour ? Doth not bze 
Excellency make you afraid , and his dread 
fall upon you? Look up to the Heavens 
which are higher than you. The Sun in 
its Meridian brightneſs, is but a ſhadow 
of him who is LIGHT, and in whom 
there is no Darkneſs at all. Millions of 
\Angels continually adore him : The 
whole Hoſt of Heaven is at his beck ; 
ſhould he give Commiſſion but to one of 
his Angels to deſtroy ten thouſand ſuch 
as you, how quickly would it be done ? 
His Power is Omnipotent: His Wiſdem 
Infinite. ho would ſet Thorns and Briars 
in array apainſ} him? He would paſs through 
WW :/c-m, and conſume them. How much better 
3s it to lay hold of bus Strength, that you may 
be at peace with him? Be net deceived, 
God i not mocked. You may flatter and 
befool your ſelves for a while, but what 
will you do in the end. thereof? When 
your mournful Friends ſtand about you , 
and your Phyſicians give you up, as paſt 
hope of recovery ? How diſmal will the 
thoughts of Eternity then be? . How ſe- 
verely will Conſcience pay you home for ' #7 
all the Tricks and Abujes you have put. #Þ 
rs AS '--* a. 
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. upon it? And whitcher, will you fly 6} 
avoid it? Do you think your > ha ing 
Ph;loſophy will then ſtand you in ſtead? 
Will it ſecure you from the amazing Ap-' 
prehenfions of what is like to come af. 
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. ter? Or will you yot rather curſe the 


Day that ever you became acquainted 


with theſe brutiſh Principles ? Well, if. 


none of theſe things move you, The Lord 
bave mercy on -you, for all good Men are 


. deeply affe&ted with them. However re- 


member you were fairly warned of your 


- danger. 


4thly, Abftra# your Minds as much as 


Poſſibly you can« from things Corporeal , that 


* you may converſe more intimately with your 


own Souls. Diveſt your Spirits of all that's 
foreign to them, that you may better be- 
hold their aked Beauty and Perfection. , 
Let ſenfible Objeas: keep their diſtance, 
and ſuffer not any tumultuous Paffions to 


| Ingerrupt your more calm,retired thoughts, 


or to. raiſe Miſts before you. And 
then you will q_ find, that the mare 
deeply you contemplate the nobleſt Ad 


of your own Souls, the 'greater evidence 
. will appear. of their Spiritual, Immoreal 


Nature. * All thoſe Diſcourſes , which 


-* have been written of the Soul's Heral- 
dry, will not blazonit ſo well as it ſelf 
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* will do, & a Learned Man obſerves. . 


* When'we turn our Eye in upon it, 
&« *rwill ſoon tell us its Royal Pedigree and - 
PII © Noble Extra#ion , by thoſe Sacred Hie- - 
E i < coplyphicks which it bears upon it elf. 
10 i Smith's Diſcourſes, page 66. "oo © 
dB - Many Philoſophers have fpoken well 
if Wl of this Abſtraction of our Minds, and re. 
'd MF ciring into 6ur felves; but none more di- 
Ce Wl vinely than the Platoniffs, and Plating in 
& 8 parcicutar. Ce 
r This made them ſav, Thar Philoſophy 
is Mort Meditatioz becauſe that as in Na- 
tural Death the Soul is actually ſeparated 
% 8 from the Body; ſo in theſe Philoſophical 
*  Contemplations we muſt abſtract it from 
\ coporeal Commerce as much as we can. 


* 8 And though this ſaying is commonly (and 
* | particularly'by Plurarch) aſcribed to Plato, 
i yet St. Ferom tells us Pythagoras was the 
firſt Man who faid » Philoſopbiam eſſe. mes. 
ditationem Mortis quotidie de carcere corporis 
nitentem educere Anime libertatem. See Lyp- + 
fii Manuduc.' ad Stoic. Philoſ, And this 
( fays: Clemens Alexandrinus) Pythagoras 
meant by rhe five years filence which he 
enjoyned his Diſciples. Ut ſcilicet 4 rebus 
ſenfilibas averſi nudi mente, &c. However 
Plato diſcourſeth-excellently abour ir: - Sen 
his Phede,, where he hrings- in Socrares 
relling his Friends, "© That of all-Men 


> Te 095 ? « 
$ G | PEST Lu; : Wea Foo L <> "4 X - > WS” 
Ki — E: - Es 2 EE a. C3 TEE; 


wm 0.0 ds 4 ww 


* Philoſophers ſhould not be unwilling 
* to dye, who have been endeavouring 
E all their lives long to abſtract themſelves 
© from their Bodies as much as they can. 
* Tlegs 3 may Nur Tifdpder, atque ad ant 
« mam ſe convertere. And ſhould they 
© therefore be unwilling to be ſet free 
* from thoſe Bodies which have been 
© ſuch an hinderance to them in their 
© ſearches after Truth ? And thus he ſums 
up the matter, page $9. & 33 wj, &c 
* If while we are in the Body, we can 
* difcern nothing purely, it muſt either 
© follow that we ſhall never attain to 
«© knowledge, or that we ſhall do it afcer 
© Death; for ther, and net before, .the Soul 
* will ſubſiſt without the Body, and while 
© we live here;the leſs commerce we have 
* with zt, the nearer approaches we make 
* to knowledee. | 
Antiſthenes being asked what good he 
had got by Philoſophy ? 'Anſwer'd, T3 
Sra% tevry 5weir, He learnt by it to 
converſe with himſelf, Laerr. | 
 » Ariſtotle himſelf owns the: neceflity of 
this Abſtration, and makes it the pecu- 
lar Priviledge of ſome Men, more ab- 
ſtrated than others ' from Corporeal, 
Commerce, to improve their Under-" 
| ſtandings in the ffeddy Contemplation of 
NT Fi RANG: 
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Words, Magni eft ingenii revotare mentens 
2 ſenſibus , & cogitationem 4 conſuetudine ab= 


| * CO. | A 
ey ad to the fame purpoſe ſpeaks Yan 
ee il Helmont , page 342. hough in a DialeR 
en Wl almoſt peculiar to himſelf. | 

ir Ml And fo Deſcatres ( how ingeniouſly ſo- 
ns Mever he talks elſewhere of Matter and 
cc. MW Motion) when he comes to conſider his 
an MF own Soul, thus he begins, (See Megitar. 
er I 3. de prim: Philoſ:) Claudam nunc oculos, au- 
to Ml res obturabo , avocabo omnes ſenſus, meque 
er Ml /olum alloquendo, &c. 

ul Wonder not that I inſfift fo largely up- 


le WW on this, for the Life of Philoſophy (I had 


ve Il almoſt ſaid of Religion too) conlifts-in ir. 
ke But when all is done, thoſe Perſons 
. © who have long ſuffered their Minds to be 
1 if immerſt in things Corporeal, muſt take a 
[3 Wl great deal of pains before they can ex- 
0 Ml cricate them from thoſe unhappy Complica= 

WW cos, which have betrayed them to fo 
of Wl many miſtakes, and kept them ſo igno- 
1- Wranc of their more noble Faculties and 
> WPowers: | 


5thly, So live, that you may nit be afraid 
of the DoFrine. of the Soul's Immortality. 'E 
have ſhewed you-already, that the ln 
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And fo doth Cicero in thoſe excellent © 


ducere, Tuſe. Queſt. lib; 1. 333. and again 


os 
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eſt of men's Luſts will ſtrangely biaſs 
their Judgments, and therefore keep the 
Senſitrue Appetite at an under : Yield 
not to its ex/ravagent demands. Accu 
ſtom it to be frequently controlled , and 
let it feel that you have ſomething no- 
bler than Material Spirits within you. 
The Soul never more forgets its own 
Dignity, than when it ſuffers: Senſe and 
Appetite to turg Di&ators, and carry all 
before them. This diſpoſeth it to terrene 
and ſordid Conceptions concerning it 
felf. Vicious Þclinations are the Root df 
corrupt Principles : Men will hardly love 
thoſe Dodrines which Propheſy no good com 
cerning them, but evil, 
On the other hand, If you ſo live that 
- your Conſciences cannot upbraid you 
with an Atheiſtical Contempt or Forget- 
fulneſs of him that made you: If you 
contemplate his Excellencies, and delight 
in him as the chiefeſt Good, and pay that 
. Homage which is due to him in your 
| Religious Worſhip and Attendances upon 
him,ſuch Exerciſes as theſe will ſoon cot 
. vince you, that your Souls are no ſuch 
Earthly Material Things,as you are read 
to imagine. The thoughts of a glorious 
Immortality will be refreſhing to you 
and you will have fome Anticipations & 
ir in the ſerenity of a vertuous Mind; 
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and the teſtimony of a good Conſcience, 
You will quickly fee that Vice and Wick- © 
edneſs debaſe the Soul, and that Goodneſs 
cu- WH and Piety are things too noble to be ſub-. 
nd jected fo meanly as in a few corruptible, 
10- Mperiſhing, material Spirits. If your Souls 
ou. Wl have once the Image of the Divine Holi- 
vn ne imprinted upon them, it will diſpoſe 
nd you to diſcern and acknowledg that Naiu- 

al 7-/ Image of the Spiritual, Immortal Deity, 
ne which is antecedent to the other, becauſe 

it there muſt be an -agreeableneſs betweerr 

of Ml the Faculty and the Obje&, and ſuch Di- 
veſſWQ vine Qualities muſt be ſeated in a Subje&: 
1» Ml ſuitable to them. | - , 


at 6thly, Take notice of that certain and full * 
ou Ml evidence, which we have of a world of Spirits, = 
t-W How near many of them are to us, and 
ou Wl how oft concerning -themſelyes about us. 
ht MY The Books which have been written abour” 
Witchcrafts, Poſſeſhns, Apparitions, 8c.- dg all 
prove, That there are multitudes of Ma- 
lignant Spirits, which ſeek the Ruin and 
Deſtruction of Mankind, and carry on # 
Warfare againſt the Intereſt of God and 
Religion in the World, They know well 
enough that. the Souls of Men are Im- 
morral, elfe they would not take ſo much* - © 
pains to deſtroy . I need not name 
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Fernelims, Wierms , Glawoill, More; Baxte| 
and many more. Ee 5.35 12. NY 
And on the other hand, Ambroſe, Law- 
rence, Zanchy, &c. will ſhew you, Thar 
there are benign Spirits, which guard and 
watch over good Men, and Miniſter for 
them. If you disbelieve all che Teſtimq- 
nies which thefe Learned Perſons have 
given in the Cafe, you forfeit your own 
Credit, and cannot reaſonably expect that 
any Man ſhonld believe you. 

As to the Matcer of Apparitions, even 
about Monuments and Sepulchres, Socra- 
es makes mention of theth: Phedo 117; 
* and ſuppoſeth them to: be the Souls of 
* bad Men in a Stqrte of puniſhment for 

- ®the wickedneſs of their Lives, 118. and 
| oy in his T#. Oieft. takes notice of 
tuch Apparations, Vi/is quibuſdam ſpe mo 
webanticr; hiſque maxime nofturnis, it vides 
rentur, 11 qui vita exceſſerant, vivere. 
St. Auſtine makes mention of one Gen- 
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- WH Batonins's Annals,ad Amurt 4.12. where he' = 
- WH alſo relates the Story of Michael Mercatas - *; 
rl and Marſihus' Ficimns, intimate Friends, 
d WW and-both addicted to the Platevick Philo- 
r Wl ſophy.' Who after mihy Debates abour' :: 
» MW the Immortality of the'Sonl ; and. a Pus: 
EW ture State, mutually agreed, 'That whe- -.:2 


P - = PR 


n Ml cher ſoeyer of them died- firſt , Thotild,” i 
un Wl the Laws of 'the Inviſible World would = 
admit of it, appear to the Survivor, and -: 
n WW give him an account | of. theſe-. things; =; 
-- Wl Thus, ſays Baronims, they fipore to one ano © 
7: ther. Not long after Marſilins dies-4 and 
of Wl appear; to bis Friend, and tells him ,' thoſe 
or i things were true, which the Chriſtian Faubh 
it i taught concernine the Immortality of the Souk. . 
of Wl This Baronizs ſays he had from the Grahds, .. 3 
0- l fon of the fore-mentiond Mercatus. And 
le- the ſame is reported by many other Wri- 
rers. | pf $556k 
»- WM A like account you have of the Appa- 
a- Wl ricion of Major George Sydenham to Capt. 
ri- i liam Dyke, (who had made, fych an 7 
bt Wl agreement as: the former ) telling him 5 --. 
That there was a God,\ and a very juſt and + 
zertible one, and that (if he did not furn 
ovet'a new Leaf) be will find it, ſo. , See 
Glanoilf'S Sadduc. Triumph. 408, But thoſls 
that regard oY Sacred Records, will, } 
notBe convine'd, rho one come to them fin | 
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nl FAY + O- ee bar: 
believe wiſe en. ? es, 
and by Perkins as Ca Ry iſcerning | 
wb, and- diſtinguiſhing: it from -Iripe«. 
foares, :25 any. of the Pretenders of this pre- 
fent Generation , -who care.not For — fl 
ing any. news Srom the Inwiible Wor 


.: 2thly, If your Getios incline you to. 
hy,.you 'may eaſily find nobler 
| s-than Matter and Motion to enter- 
- tain your ſelves with, if you will but con- 
fult.che Writings of Plato, Plotinus, Epitte- 
Was Cicero, Sentca, Antonine, CC. 
Bu above all, if you believe that God 
the Afﬀairs. and Adtions of Man- 


kind , then look unto him-:for Dire&ion 

Lipht in this matter, and he that fo 

= * the Truth will hatdly miſs of 

Banc its more weighty and hat Ine. 
ances: 
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DireFions to ſuch. as believe. the Immortality. 7 

© of the Soil, ſhewing bow they ought. to ms. | 
” prove ſo important @ Dottrine. <2..." 


1H US far I haye provedthat the Soul = 
; is Immortal, and laid down'fors © 
Directions for. thoſe that heſitate in *the 73 
Matter, in order to their better _ 4 
of the progf that has been given. But 
ſince there' are many who profeſs to be-, : 
a lieve this great Truth , and. yet live as if 2 
| they beliey'd it not, and. ſo encourags . # 
thoſe of the contrary Opinion, and hard-, 
wll £2 them in-cheir Impiety ; I muſt not _ | 
of | let go this point, till T have drawn "2 
os more practical Inferences from it , which. 5 
" if. thoſe.that believe. ic would live up to, 7 
*rwould conduce more. effeually to the : 
Conviction of the Irreligious fort of Phi: 2 
loſophers, than/the moſt accurate Reaſon=. -; 

ings are like to do: . There is ſomewhat 2} 

in an holy Life which commands Awe 3 

— MW and Reverencc from the worſt of Men; - 


8. 3 Logos ® 
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Thus Herod feared Fob» the Baptiſt, knows; 
ing that he was a juſt Man and an.holf; 3 
. Mark 6.20. Good Examples many times - ©: 
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# What will ic avail any Man to believe * 
” Well, and.to Jive ill ; to be Orthodox ini ill + 
z his judgment , and Scendaloas in his pra- 
;. tice; tro own the Dignity of Humane 
Nature, ahd yer live as if Man was only 
\- amore {ubtil kind of a Beaſt to rule the 
E: reſt?” © | Nec 
- To this purpoſe you have a very 
obſervable paſfage in the - Preface to 
Mr. Baxter's Reaſons, ". i aA BT 7 
. . *F oft think what one told me, That an | 
* Infidel anſwer'd him,when heasked him, 
* How he could quiet his Confcience in 
ſuch a deſperate State ? ſaith he, I rather 
- © wonder how you can quietyour Conſci- 
*ence infuch a-common careleſs courſe of 
life ; believing as you -do ? IE I bes 
b.  *liev'd fuch :rhings as you do, I ſhould 
:**think no care, and diligence, and holi- 
E © neſs could be enough. " 0. 
'And the late E. « Rechefter told an in- 
timate Acquaintance of his, © There was 
* nothing that gave him,and many others, 
*a:more fecret encouragement in thetr ill 
**aways, than that thoſe-who pretended to 
 :Sb&lieve, lived ſo that they could not be 
.**choughr to be in earneſtwhen they ſaid I . 
-<4r. {Sec his T:ife by Dr. Burnet pag 120). . 
For  he'was fure Religion was either a 
meer Contrivance, . or the moft:impertant / 
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| liens te RF fie Hina; in oy b- 
earn to live ſyicably to it. | Ibid... #7. '® 
_. Therefore that you may -not. deſtroy" 
your ow Souls, and. contribute ſo much; 
to the. ruin of others, even while you" ptos 
fzs to believe the Immortality of he 
Soul ; take theſe following DireRions ; Eq 
*Dire&. 7. If you believe that the Sou 
is Immurtal, let it be your great care to ſeckre 
your. Ecerns] Intereſt. If there was -no 
more. than a bare probability that the * 
Souls -of Men muft be for ever either 
happy or miſerable, it would yet be 
a point of the higheſt Wiſdom to take 
the /afeſt ſide, and to prepare for Eterni- , 
ty, as, much as poſlible. But when there © 
is ſo full evidence, - bath Natural and Su- 
pernatural, as puts the caſe beyond pro-' 
bability, and makes it certain , it muſt, 
needs be the moſt ſtupendious folly.ico. 
neglect. the Intereſt of our Souls , which: 
are daily haſting to their Eternal Stare.;” 4 
© [f the %oul be Immortal ( ſays Socrates) ' 3 
'* we had need to take care of it, and the: 3 
& danger is dreadful if we neglet it, -# 
® Phedo, 167, 3 
And hete let-me ask you, Do you not _ 
know. Fo the ne of Mane . vis þ 
unceiple t the 6s. 5 
A $ We: Il oor be ar an end 56 
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* that the more delightful your accomme- » 
& gations are here below, the more -unwil- 

" Hog ('tis likely) you will be''to leayg 
thera 2 — Hec ſunt que faciunt invitos mori. 
And can you chufe but fear what will 
follow after Death 2 Do you not know 
that the time of this preſent Life is given 
us to prepare for another 2 And what agg 
you in purſuit of, that. can-juftify ſo ſtu- 

id a neglect of your greateſt concerns,or 
that will make amends for the lofs of 
So Immortal Souls ? Have you nor 
ſometimes thoughts of Tepenting hereaf- 
ter ? Why, in ſo thinking you implicitly 
own the Necefliry of Repentance'; and 
js it not the height of madneſs to: delav 
the doing of 'that whiclr mulſt-be deze, or 
you ar&undone and loſt for ever ? 

" In a word: Are youenot doing violence 
to your: own Confcices all this'whitle, 
and putting away far from you that' which 
moſt nearly concerns you ? Be perſuaded 
therefore'ar length with a manly Refolu- 
tion 70 ly afide every weight, and the Sing 
that do jo eafily beſet you, and run with Pati- 
ence the Rave that is jet before you. And'if 
you be fo reſolved , you may proceed a 
follows's off 07 NE patgd Letter, et 


xt; Labour” to underſtand what iis, that 
muſt make your Souls happy, if er they 
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your noni ch ED Ws, = ble a telbes ; 
deſcribed, prong Perfection tan - 
wp are - capacitated {4 

: Nothing but the Higheſt Truth, ' ah =: 
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. the chicfeſt Good can farisfy then, * You 4 
L may divert them for 4whils\ith variety © 
i of lower Objeas; bur hey quickly grew 3} 
! i weary,andrun from onethingto another} * | 
F Which may ſhew you that they are_not - - 
- I yet got to theit Centre: You inay charii 

rl them with the Delights of Senſe and 4p; 

f perite ; and ſome more reftwid Specyldtions 

© i too; atid yer you do bur-'degrade them 

- all the whi e, and fo they wilttell you, if 

Y © you take them apart, ani ficely converſe 

: with chem. Suffer then to'a&t oor | 
'- WU to their nobler- Tendencies, and you 4 
TE foonfin&themconvei cling with the World 


of Spirits , to which they are fo neatly » 
© allyedy and reaching forth cowards Ia ©} 
2 mortality as a th ſuitable to their Nez F 
f ture, ata. ark or' them by its 
TY They will be"looking'to heir great Ori 
WW zthal, and he will nicet\ chem wich 'the 
3 I” Influences of his Grace. : This is" | 


: the way to-ennoble thein' indeed :' Thisis © 
"WM ſomething worthy the Natute of a Man; - 
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hath ſomething in it.not only manly, an{t 


k  Fatoral,. but alſo Divine; wiz. To exerciſe: 


# -your ſelves! in contemplating | and - admi- | 
* Fing the Perfectionsof the Deity, ill cor- 


reſpondent .imprefiions: be wrought upon 
your own: Spirits. ,.:transforming them mto 


the {awe image from gjory to glory, 2 Cor. 3. 


x8. .. And When once you have learnt t 

reliſh theſe /prritual.,, intelleFual Pleaſures, 
you will look down with a generous dil- 
dain+-upon <thoſe Husks which: you were 
once fond. of... You will , ſcorn. thoſe 
empty. Notions} which before you wete in 
love with,” -andihave a clear teſtimony of 
yapr Immortality within your ſelves. You 


will deteſt -being ſo:prophane as. to ſell - 


Your:Birth-righe.for a morſel of unſatisfy- 
1ng,- tranſitory Pleaſures... You will then 
be :fully -convinced-'that true Holineſs 
C which conſiſts in" ſeparating. our: ſelves 


from that. which is:common, and unclean, 


that; we may-be,devoted to the Love and 
Sexvice.of Gad,)- is perfetive of Humane 


| Nature, and efexially. neceflary to its 
- _ *Happineſs.; and, that it is a perie. con-'/ 
| rradiction for an w#boly. Soul to be-truly. : 
- blefſed ,, becanſe. nothing but. knowing; + 
* and delighting in God, can make us ſo, 
| and in theſe conſiſts our Holineſs, , 1... 
ES: 3 6 irs Sabo A bo a Bn W - is 
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And what is there that can jultly: of. .. 
fend-you in ſuch a Life as this? Can yout © # 
be better, or more honotirably employs *# 
ed2 Do not even the worſt. of men, ' :* 
- | when they come to die , wiſh they had-+ -: 
| thus lived 2 and the beſt bewail thar they 
\ have fallen ſo much ſhort ? © Lord, pardan - 
| mine Omniſſions ( ſaid Biſhop Uſber,!)” . Can 
| you be too diligent and ſerious in the 
, I Service of him who hath done all the 
00d that ever 22 done for you? and 
muſt do all that ever ſhall be done to make 
you happy ? He needs not jou back 


| © loſs is your own, if you turn your backs 
" © upon him. Conſider how muck patience 
I he hath already exerciſed towards you. © 
| . I do not ſlight the offers of his Mercy and*+ _ © 
Grace, and then think to complain .of, - 3 
him - as unmerciful in” deſtroying- you. 3 
; Thus did that wicked and* flotbful ſervant, 3 
; © Matth. 25. 24. CO rg HE 
. I know indeed rhat the carnal mind is 
| © epmity again God, and prejudiced againft 
> | theſe things which lead towards him ; 
; © but I know alſo that this is the di/caſe of 
Corrupt Nature, which, where-ever it is; 
muſt be cur'd, *or the Party is ruin'd for 


eVeEr. * x + ; = wt 
, Neirher 1s-it ſitting ſtill, and complain-:- 


"Wing, thar will cups it, much leſs pleadivg; 


ir as an.cxcule againit our Duty. Avi > 
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© "Lngneſs to be healed, is in this Cafe a 
&  - great ſtep towards' it. ' But I proceed. * 
.., 2dly, Humble. your ſelves for the groſs m-. 
| | cho 0u have hitherto been guilty of, What 
ve you done ſince you came into the 
World that's worthy the. Nature and Ca- 
pacities of a man? Have. you not been 
making proviſion for the fleſh. co fulfil the 
Lufts thereof , while the Immortal Spirit 
Has been almoſt. ſtarved for wane of its 
v5 r Food, viz, Knowledge and Vertue, 
| +68 enim ex prudentia ſapere, ex terpe- 
rantia ſobrium eſſe, & pietate. Deurn colere, 
He ſunt cibi anime proprie, que idined eff ad 
ſugendum, &c. Philo Judzus. 127, 

Is it a light matter that you have de: 
baſed ſo noble. a Nature all chis while, 
and -at once ſacrilegiouſly robbed God of 
that Honour which was due to him fraty 
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the No Ay of the Soul, the aeizly 
of Divine Wrath, and the evil of Sin, afs 
better known ? Are you not al ie 'ts 
' I live as if you, were meer Impertinenices in 
w! the Creatian ?' while the Inferior Crea- + 
? Þ cures round abour you -arifiver the Ehds © 
7- Nl of their: reſpetive Beitips. Can you 
"* | ſuppoſe that you were born for no higher 
purpoſes , than to at, —_ ſleep, "(pa 
talk, and make an a pe or a while. up 

YN on the Stage of the World, and then go wh - 
with im 1 org as if you had very well 
perform'd your 

If you. would be aſhamed to own fuch 
monſtrous Conceits: as theſe, live not as 
if you did own thern. 


2 Conſider ſeriouſly for y you can think 
and think again about macters that” 
» concern Jou) how wretchedly yort haye 
| been befool'd, and led Captive all this - 
. while by the great Deceiver , who has ' 
: carried -on his deſign againft you aps J 
x | Þoard (though you obſerv'd him. not 5.) 2 
and when you are paſt hope, w vw 2 
l« you know, . that you have Lf, an 
has For the game. Let me conclude this 
Head with the words of 2 moſt BE 
ent Poet, - : 
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| In cooler thoughts conſiler what Jou'we done > | 
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And think that each of you hat 
' Stabbing with murd'rous bands 
That noble Reaſon by which Mortals are 
""Mieſt like their Maker, and do bear 
Their great Creator's Superſcription. 


kilfd a man, 


oqQ Gig 


Think Iaftly on the World's great Doom, 
When guilty Souls muſ# to an Audit come ; 
A far more heavy veckoning than &re 

' You met with here, 

Move true by far, and yet far more ſevere. 
Think on all this, and think on't ſoberly, . © 
And then perhaps you'll ſay, as well as 1, 
Your mirth is madneſs, Wine a poiſon fell, F 
Your Paradiſe is Bedlam, if not Hell. -" 


Wa = Pow Drago yo v6 = 


.. 3dly, Trifle no longer , left death overtake = 
you wiprepered for it. Now is the accepted F 
time. Now is the day of ſalvation. Seek the 
Lord 2while he may be found, Call upon him 
while he is near. Which words; though 
encoutaging to true,Penitents, yet carry . 
in them at awful intimation of the ne-' 
ceflity 'of being ſpeedy in. our Repen-.. 
rance, and that becauſe the time is com: 
ing when God will not be found, when - 
they ſhall call, and he will not anſwer, Prov. # 
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'Y © The longer you delay , the more'will 
+ your Guilt be increaſed, the habircs of 
\- | Sin ſtrengthened , . the' Spirit of God 
| griev'd; beſide the hazard you run of pe- 

+ riſhing i the. mean time before you are 
aware. And if hereafter you ſhould\be 
awaken'd to think of repenting, and pre- 
paring for another World, *tis ten to onez 
but he who hath abus'd you ſo long, will | - 

then tempt you to believe it'is tap late. 
Methinks the Confideration- of - Ecernal 

Mifery ſhould even overwhelm you, and 

make you tremble at that Juftice whicti 

you can neicher reſi nor eſcape. 

Bear with this plainneſs. . Your Caſe 
makes tt neceſſary. . If Complements and 
ſmqoth words would ſerve the turn, yort 
ſhould have them. But alas ! while I ant 
writing, and you reading, Time is run- ©; 


3 ing on, and Eternity is almoſt upon us; 

. chough we too little conſider it. | 

2 How-little a part of 'Time can you call 
a own? The time pf is no long} 


yours. Of the time to: come 'you are uts ** 
erly uncertain, And as for the preſent 
-MWeime, the 2. »vy, *tis gone while you are 
FMnaming'it, and Philoſophers are not_Wp.. 


5 greed to call it a part of time, becauſe WE. 3 


Fs indivifibiliey. What ſhall I ay? © 
*Wthar I knew but how. to perfuade you's -_ 2} 
Yſtow joyfully would Ido it, though lo +. 
” RY Moy Fete Eftarey | 


ee Hd 
7 - 


S LAL 4 
7% 


a 5 a 
wh 4'6 a”; EOF 5 
MN ie CE et ens 


INLY 


IF #; + 5b 2d VA 
£4 s 


' Eſtate, Liberty, yea, or. Life it (elf in tl 
Action. - But 'tis. fad- to: think: that 1; 


thould leave you under greater guilt than 
I found you. - The Lord pity you, and 
_ reach you to pity your ſelves. 


- And-here 1 will take liberty to tyan- 


ſcribe the words of a Reverend Perſon, 
fo well ſuited to'the preſent Qccaſien. :.. 
© The State of the Caſe ſpeaks it ſelf, 
* that there is no ſitting ſtill here. This 
* 5s no Condition, Soul, 'to be refted in, 
* unleſs thou be provided to. encounter 
 the-Terrors of Eternal Darkneſs, and 
© endure the Tortures of Evetlaſting 
- © Burnings. And yet am T not unap- 
_ ©-prehenfive how great a difficulty 2 cars 
'* nal Heart will. make of ic co. beſtir it 
* ſelf in order to any redreſs: of ſo deplo: 
. *f-rable'a Cafe. — They eſteem: our 
&* ſtrongeſt Reafonings ( as: Leviathay 
* does Iron and Braſs) but as Straw, and 
* rotten Wood, and laugh at Divine Threat- 
© nings as he doth at the ſhaking of the 
5 Spear. Yea, and when we. have con- 
*« vinc'd: them , yet we . have done. no 
< thing ; though we have got.their Fudp 
i ments and Con/ciences.on our life, and 
< their own, theiv Lafts only reluftate an 
& carry all. - Mr. How's : Bleſſadveſs of th 
_ Righteom, pag; 344 8c 1 nh > F. 
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 a4thly, Underſtand  aright wherein the 
Life and Power of Religion doth, confift. 
1 Cor. 4- 20." The Kingdom of God s not in 
word, but in power. . We: read of Perſons 
that hawe @ name to live, and yet are dead 
Rev. 3.1. And, among the Monſters of 
the laſt Times, ſome are mention'd that 
have 4 form of godlineſs, but deny the power 
thereof, 2 Titn. 3. 5. And now let us en- 
quire feriouſly what this power of Godli- 
nels is. - TW As 
-It cannot.be ſuppoſed to conſiſt mere- 
ly in an adherence to this or that Party... 
Nay, it is ſo far from canſiſting in this, that 
*tis ſcarce conſiſtent wi a dividing, cen- 
forious, uncharitable Frame and Diſpoſt- 
tion. . Siding into Parties, judging and 
deſpiling one. another, .and' crying-out, 
— Who « on my ſide, 9bo? ;hath long been 
the ſhame of Chriſtiags, and one of the 
greateſt Obſtructions to. the Intereſt of 
our common-Lord. This Temper began 4 
early to: ſhew it. elf, even among the . 7 
Diſciples . themſelves , - Mark 9. 38, 39- 
= — Maſter, ws [aw one caſtipg out. devils in 
thy name; and he followed not ws; and-we 
forþad bim,. $c. - From alike Diſpolition 
yqp find wer.'34- they had. been diſpugng— 
among themſelves who ſbauld bs rhe greacef 5; 
and | when our. Lord queſtiond _ . 
Laban Sts ; X JUS. ED 
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bout it, wer. 33. they were afraid'to tall * 
what they had been talking of. - + © -;} 


” How quickly ſhall we all be aſham'd 6 
our childiſh Wranglings ? Is this ro become 
as little Children ih a Scripture ſenſe-? Is 
this to demonſtrate that we are his Difci- 
ples, .by loving one another ? Or is ir: not 
rather to proclaim to the World, that 
wwe kr not what manner of Spirit we 
are of 2 hd. 9 
” Tertullian in his Apology, cap. 39. pag. 47: 
glories in that Love and Unity which was 
among thoſe Primitive Chriftians , and 
Which the Heathens obſerv'd, crying out 
with Aſtoniſhment. — Vide wut invictm [e 
diligant , & pro alteritro mori ſunt parati. 
See how they lvue one another, and are ready 
' #0 dye one for another. Hence. he takes oc 
 Caſion ſharply Cas his manner is) to up* 
braid the Heathens, that they hated on 
 enother , and were more reatly to deftroy ont 
another. 18.6: | ks 9766 ON 
The Learned Grotius meritioning this 
pallage of Terrtulian, makes the following 


efletion upon it. — $-Quid-nunc ill; dice 
«ent , Oc. What would thofe Chriſtians 
© now ſay, if they/faw our-rimes ?'If | 


*rhey ſaw not merely ſharp Contentions, but 
* even cruel Wars amotigft Chriſtians * & 
* quas ob reculas ? for -what- trifles ?' 
< they heard all other marks-vf the Chird 
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 *hronght iniwith a great deal of clamgur, 
© rather than that ( viz. Loving oneano, 
*rher.). which was aflign'd:by ics Ma- 
© ſter.. hs #7513 SHEETS be 13 
; Neither can the power of Godlineſs be = 
ſuppoſed.to. conſiſt in a cuſtomary Atten= 
dance upon the publick Worſhip of God. 
Herod heard fobn gladly, and.,did , many 
things. The Phariſees made long Prayers, and: 
Faſted often. And the Prophet ſpeaks of 
ſowe ,. . Ezek.. 33.31, 32. who. came, and. 
ſat before him as God's people 5 yea, they would 
hear his words,. but not do them. , With 
their. Moutb, they have ſhew'd much low 


5%; 


' while their Heart run after their Coverouſ< 


meſs. t TRE UERE- $5 % as 4.6 4 pretÞ I 

- Moreover a Man may. be able to Dif. 

courſe .vety well: of Religion 3 may; be 
rery.juſt in his dealings; very charitable 
to the poor ; quiet and peaceable among; 
his Neighbours, free from groſs and fcar- 
dalous pollutions ; be no- Extortioner,. Adul- 
terer, unjuſt Perſon , Tuk. 18.11: and;yer' 
be a ſtranger to: the Life, and: Power .of 
Chriſtianity all the; while., L;know-this 
will. go ill down with :thoſe.who.haye, 
built their hopes *of- Salvation; upon no. 
better: grounds. than' theſe. F But -.. there 
xg belping them without "undeceiwing” 
inem, .' 4 AY” CRY 
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In a word — heſs & folowidg 


places of "Sci = ./ wake ( if you' be willing 
to learn ) will ſhew you wherein the pow- 
er of Religion confiſts. ; 


Luk. 13:.24- Sirius "to enver- iv ar: the 
ftrait gate : for many , 1 ſay unto you, will 
- ſeek to enter in, and ſball not be able. Matt. 
22. 37, 38. Thou ſhalt I&ve the Lord thy 
God with all thy heart, and with all thy foul, 
and with all thy wind. This a the firſt, and 
great commandment. Chap. 10. 37. He that 
loveth father or mother more than me ,. is not 
worthy of me : or , as Lake has it , cannet 
be my diſciple.” Rom. 8, 9. Now if any man 
have not the Spirit of Chriſt, he is none of 
$is. 2 Cor: 5-17: Therefore-if” any man be 
in Chriſt, the is a new creature. Eph. 2. 10s 
_"For we are his workmanſhip , created in Chriff 
'Feſus unto good works which God bas before 
ordained that we "ſhould alk in them. Tit. 
(2. 14: —Who gave himfelf" for wr _—_ be 
| "right redeem us from all iniquity, a 
3 toro himſelf a peculiar: people, wealous « ured par good 
works, Col. F: 2; "Giving thanks: unto the 
father which hath made us meet op be: parts- 
_ Af thi ibw#ance of thee: Jang: in Light. | 
ke "New .- that Sa abr ogy. 0 
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Think n not that 1 av kevy "alle toge- 
ther a few places of Scripture-meerly to. 
ferve a.turn ; I tell you the whole. Strait 
of the Goſpel runs this way ; and  # be 
hid, its hid to them that are loſt;  -. _ 
Now if this Goſpel. be true, certainly 
the Nature of Chriſtianity is little undey- _ 
food, or confidered, by multitudes chat yet. 
affet to be called Chgiſtians. |.*Tis. no 
ſuch eaſy matter to be Chriſtian indeed, 
as too many are.apt to imagine. ,. Running, 
Striving , Wreſtling , taking the Kingdom of 
Heaven by Violence, do all imply that we 
have many difficulties to conflict withal, 
and muſt either be in good Earn ox elſe 
toſe all our labour. .. . 
. *Tis further obſervable, that there muſt 
be a mighty. change wrought” upon us. by 
the Spirit of God , elſe Chriſt will'never 
own us as his Members. KH 

And *tis as dear, hat this great - cliange 
conſiſts-in turning our Hearts: from the -3 
love-of the Creature, to the Predominant lawe || 
of God, and Holineſs: This 15: the Lift; 
the Soul of the new Nature, which muſt 
animate all. our other. Graces', and... 
in us z continual ity a ag 
dience. - - 

- In 2 word ; 5 | Inithis conſis our fitneſs 
for Heaven, .and without ic Heavy 
163 by Heaven 20 & > Were i pail 
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conld- be admitted thicher, Theſe things 
are fo plain , that I need not further ens 
large upon them, unlefs it be to bring 
them nearer to your own caſe, and help 
you to try your ſelves by them. | 
Let us therefore ponder the matter a 
little. - Can that Man be ſaid to make 
Religion his buſineſs, who will not be 
perſuaded foberly to exerciſe his Reafon 
about it? Nor ſo much as to put the quelti- 
on to himſelf, - What was I Created and 
Redeemed for ? What ſhall T do to be ſaved? 
 Degenerate Souls ! To what end was your 
Reaſon given you ? Was it , think you, 
only to enable you the better to care, 
and p/od, and provide for the Fleſh ? Alas! 
that you ſhould know your ſelves no ber- 


Can that Man be ſuppoſed to love God 
with all his Heart and Soul, who cares not 
how" lictle he* 74:»ks upon him ? has no 
delight in his Service , but is glad when 

-*tis over 2 No Zeal for his Honour and 
Glory in the world ; no concern when: 
'his Name is blaſphem'd and -prophaned by 
the ungodly ? who allows himſelf in a 
courſe, of. wiltul: Rebellion againſt: him, 

ed-to renounce his: 
Worlhip of God: 
bw: plainly ſoever. 


and'will not be perſuad 
Enfſts, nor to'fer up:;th 
in his Family and Cloſer; 

the Scripture enjoins it.' Ina word; who 
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' f] coutd be willing enough 'to continue on 2} 
Fatth'for ever, might he bur £njoy Fleſhly +4 
> Wl profperity , fulneſs, and eaſe , though he 

? B ſhould never know more of God, 'nar 

\ W love him bettgr than now he doth, which 

. is next to none at all. | | 

= And what ſhall we fay of thoſe wha 

” | turn Religion inco matter of ridicule and 

7 contempt ? whoſe hearr riſeth againſt any. - 


” WW thing char's ſerious ? They ſet their Wits 


. at work to put 'Nick-names upon it, and 
" 8 yer the Wretches have the front to. uſurp 
"I the Chriſtian name. Prodigioms Infolence ! 
. Is that man regenerate, think you, who, 
3 


BW if you ask him what Regeneration means ? 
what it is to be a new Creature ? to be led 
by the'Spirit of God?cannotanſwer you three 
FE WE of ſenſe about it? nay; perhaps; 
knows not that there are any tuch EX 
preſſions in the Bible. | 
Or can it be imagin'd , that a Perſon 
whoſe heart is fer upon the world, and 
has nofreliſh, nor ſavour of better things, 
but is quice- our of -his Element when 
imploy'd in any thing that has a nearer 
Relation, and tendency towards Heaven ; 
can ſuch an one (Þ ſay) be imagin'd 2 
meet for that Inhyritance, .or to have any 
treaſure there, where his heart is wt?  _ © 
I could wiſh'to know what Notion ſuch -: 
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| How are the Saints and Angels employ'd 
' they not wrapt up in admiring his Excel» 
ltencies and Perfecions 2 and filled with 
continual. Emanations , and Influences of 
Light® and ' Love from 'him', and © even 
transformed: by that. -blefled - Intuition ? 
While che impure Spirits'bf. the wicked 
are doom'd to aiblacker'iRegion,,. and 
- plac'd in the” Society of the DeyiJs: that 
deceived them. And can'you'beteve: two 
States ſo-vaſtly different hereafter, and yet 
\ not confider that there-muſt be. ſome ſuit- 
able preparation while we are hee ? ſorne- 
thing in the very diſpotition of our minds 
which may point out to us whither we are: 
* ? And ſince your Eternal Happineſs 


hes upon it, is it not worth: your while'to 
1quire,whether your Spirits are formed to 
any ſuch temper, as'comports.with the de- 
fcription of Heaven which has been ct 
before you', and which you muſt be for: ' 
ced to-allow of, unleſs you will rehounce 
both Reaſon and Scripture ? OO © 
'" And yer I deny not but the beſt of 
Men tay have many Infirmities ; Wha can 
anderſband his errors ? If we ſay we bawe mo 
Sin, we deceive. our ſelves, But ſtill you 
muſt obſerve,the ſinful weakneſſes of good. 
Men -are matter of continual grief *to | 
: het : They watch and- pray. , and'ftrivg! 
yo ad ren ado ES again 
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But on the other hand, -wicked men 7 


love their Lufts ; plead for, them, endea- 


vour to extenuate them,. cannotendure;.to 


think of parting with them, 'would rather 


Auſtin 'confeileth of himſelf- before. his 
Converſion ) : fo that they ate under the 
power of Sm, and Strangers to that Life 
of Grace which would make them ſee and 
feel the-evil of ze. | 

However , this confideration ſhould 
make religious perſons the more circum- 
ſped , becauſe others are ſo apt to' rake 
encouragement from their failings. 


"Theſe are no Sipgularities of Opinion, 


nor Eanatick , Enthuſiaſtical Notions ,' but 


words of Truth and Soberneſs, in which all. : 


judicious good Chriſtians ( of what deno- 
mination ſoever ) are fully agreed. Would 
to God the ſerious conſideration of them, 


and a ſuitable «practice, did more' gene- - | 


rally obtain among us, and then we ſhould 
quickly ſee our little differences vaniſhing 


-as ſmoak., and the Churches. of God in . ; 


theſe Nations become 4. praiſe in the whole 


: earth. . = > 
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- | Fthly, Srady-carefully the Reaſons of the 

Chaillian Religion, .as they are excellently: 

- Ter forth in a Book which bears thac Title ; 
"where I dare be' confident ro affirm (ri: 
Pemtibus licet wiri celeberrimi adverſariis ) you 
will find ſuch- a complication of Learming, 
Perfhicuity,- and! Piety, as all the. Arbeifh 
Trfulels,” Sadducees ,” and Epicureans 'in the 
world; will never be:able to withſtand. 
-'*The liglit- of Reaſon indced , ' well em- 
ployed, may help you far in diſcovering. 
your Narure; Facidties,' Duty," Intereſt, an 
End. But when you have done your beſt; 
many things will'remain (appertaining to 
theſe already:mention'd ),as to which you 
Will ſtill-be in the: dark, without the affi- : 
ſtance. of /upernaturkl Revelation. -For in- 
ftatice,* How the nature of man came to 
be ſo univerſally: vitiated; and depraved; 
-as we ceftainly find it-is, and the Pagans 
themſelves have often acknowledged: How 
Divine Juſtice: may be-farisfied ,-and yet - 
offending Sinners pardon'd , arid receiv'd 

+ Into favour : How humane Nature: muſt 

" be-purifed, reſtor'd, and ficted again: for 
its proper w/e and erid. Que-quidem. Purga+ 
fio, { ſaith Porphyry ) onmi homini. adleo nece{= 
faria eſt; ut fieri non pcſſit ques Deus unvver/as 

bs ker aliquam purgandi humani generis rat ionevM 

| procurdrii. This indeedis high; but you muſt. ; 
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Temember he- was a Philoſopher, 2 4. :.: 


g $ 
8 
. 
? 
= 
1 
, 
5 
; 


_= wz | amet — PR—_YY 1; » o 
# 4. * 


heggs ores, of the Jacred Suceefion , out of * |» 
the School of Ammonixe at Alexandria. * 1 

But that of Plato is yet more wonderful, : 
Alcib. 2. Se. 11. where he brings in*S&- 
crates inſtructing Alcikiades ' concerning 
Prayer: And after he had-ſhew'd. how 
little we know what's fit for our ſelves, 
and how dangerous it 15 to pray for thin 
unſuitable for us , art laſt rells'/him, era#" 
2410” uy bar, KC 


| "Tis neceſlar y that you wait, call ON B+... 2 


come; who will teach you how to behavg 
yourſelf both towardsGod and man. When 
will . that be:ggſays Alcibiades ), and who ' 
jhall this Tear be ? For I would gladly 
know him whoever he is. "Ts he”, re- 
ply'd Sotrates, who careth for thee. But 
to me it ſeems that, as Homer tells us, 
Minerva took away the miſt from the eyes 
of Diomedes that he might diſcern. God 
from man-: So the darkneſs muſt be: ra- 
ken from thy mind. © Act that day, fays 
« Alcibiades, will I make Offerings, and it - 
«will come e're long ;-let him take off the 
©mift from mine” eyes, or ' what 'elſe: he. 
«pleaſes, for I am prepared to omit no- 
*thing which he ſhall command ( who- 
*ever he be) ſo that I may be made 
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- Phe pop” Heathen wars ſenſible: of 
the need of ſupernatural Revelation, whiich 


+ made'them'fo fond-of their Oracles.; and 


| -of-the Books of the Sybills, and the ſeveral 
ways of | Divination 'that > obtain'd among 
them : And thoſe of them who had great 
. affairs in hand ſtill pretended to take in 
the ſpecial help of ſome ſuppoſed Deity, or 
other. Thus Numa makes ſhew of  con- 
lring with the Nymph Epgeria ; Lycurgus, 
Minos ; Solon with fove : And. the: like'is 
'Feported of that great Man Scipio African: 
Caligulz with Caſtor and Pollux; and' aftet 


all, Mahomrer pretends to receive his Inftru. 


&ions from the Angel G; 


Look therefore into aff*the pretence 
that have been- made to ſupernatural Rs 
velation, and ſee if you can find any, 
-which may ſtand in the leaſt competition 
with thefe ſacred Records which we have 


in the holy Scriptures. 
; The Fragments of Zoroaſter, the Chaldzay 

'Oracles, the Bcoks of the Sybills,*the Alchoray 
"of Mabomet , will all appear wncertain , Or 
frivolous if compared with the Goſpel of 
Jeſus Chriſt. Never was any Do&rine fo 
firited to the raiſing of mens minds abore 
this Earth, and fitting them for Glory and 
Immortality, as the Chniſtian-Doctrine is 
| Our way and our end are here plainly fet 
I before us: And the very deſign and ten 
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Author. | - ES Gg 
' Ir could not be the Invention MF 
men, 'or- Devils, for it- every -whexeides ; 
daims againſt Sin, ye, even theſe inward  ** 
eat © Corruptions, which are not diſcernible.eu | 
in che eyes of men. 
,or 0 '+ Ft could not be a meer contrivance of 
on- | good men or Angels, for. they would 
p49, never have dared to arrogate to them 
e's if ſelves a Divine Authority, or to father 
91: Þf their Writings 'upon God ; and theres . *: 
re © fore it. muſt "needs be from him wha 
rt hath ewn'd it with Succeſs, confirm'd-is& - * 
' Y by Moracles, and preferv'd it +3n deſpite 
ce i} of the ſubtilty and maligniry'of its enes - 
© F mics to this day, and ſtil} makes. it - 
Wy, __ to the Salvation of SINQers. The 
tter any man 15, the nearer he comes 
ve up to the Rules of Chriſtianity ;- and 
'E had the Goſpel been a he, or device of 
an deceruers.,, the God of Truth would: ne- 
if ver have made it an Inſtrument of fo 
or much' good in the world, as he hath 
of youre. w 
ſo | 4: 
Di re. 2. If jou believe that the Soal 
is Immortal, be not over-fond of the Bos 
dj. Keep it under ; bring it into-; 
jection ; uſe it as a Servant. to "the 
4a chat both the one', and the ocdnh, 3 4y 
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may be fitter. for the Service of him 
that made them. Keep it not 'ſo bigh 
as to make it Maſtedes, nor fo lw-as 
eo unkit it for duty. A Servant when be 
7uletb is one of the things which the 
Earth cannot bear : The Body is a good 
. Servant, if well managed, but a bad Ma- 
ffer: Keep your Minds as much as you 
 cani above the power of Corporeal Impreſſi- 
ons : Let not the Objects of Sepſe and 
—_ prevatl too much upon you. 
bele two will quickly plead preſcription, 
and 'pur in for Sovereignty, if too much 
\ indulged : They have ever been diſpo- 
fed to rebel, ſince our Firlt Parents gave 
them thar faral advantage ; and the ſway 
\ they bear over their degenerate Pofterity 
carries in jc the 'ark, and brand of that 
ficit Apoſtacy. "Tis this which threatens 
our ruin a'- ſecond time : And ſhall we | 
{ſplit upon the ſame Rock again, after fo | 
dreadful a warning ? Suſpe& all thoſe 
pleaſures in which the Body is much con- 
cern'd*, left the Spirit be debaſed by 
them, and begin to put too high a va- 
lue upon them ,- and fo contract a rer- 
rene, ſen{ual diſpoſition , * and diſreliſh 
thoſe noble delights which are perfective 
- © of its' Nature. Make not your Priſon 
_ too ſtrong: Think how quickly this 
# Fleſh muſt 'be laid aſide - as wſtke/s and. 
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the Souls of the wicked hover | about 


eſe tempora! ing things, as fo» 
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Why- then will yon .cheriſh 7 
it, and\ make 'an Idol of it, as if you 
thought you muſt never leave ic ? Whay;-* 
relief will it be to your miſerable ' Souts © 2 
to..remember , that in this Life you:-rbed = 
your good things? Or. if it were Teafona+ 
ble to ſuppoſe, (as ſome have done.) that 


# 


the places of their Bodies Interment, 
what ſatisfaction would it be to ſuch a 
Soul to think, Here . lies Duſt , which 
whileI ſtudied co pamper,l forgot, and loft 
my ſelf? A cuttzzg Reflettion to a deſor 
late forlorn Spirit, ſtript of all thoſe.Va- 
nities which before inveigled* it, and-de- © - 
ſtitute of thoſe Virtuous Prigciples, which 
would have enabled it, to- mount aloft - 
into a purer Region. 


It is therefore a' great point of . Wiſ- 
dom to fit looſe to the accommodations 
bf chis preſent Life : And if ar: any 
time we find - our Minds diſpoſed- ( as 
they 'are too apt. to be) to an 'over- 
great pleaſure in pur worldly enjoyments, 
is fir that we” remember, thu « not our 
tome ; our higheſt Intereſts are abowe.z- '; 
and the Relation which we bear to the ' 7 
world of Spirits, whither we , are going, - 
ſhould Ah. us look more. ſbily —_ 


#eign, and extrinſitk to us, and no way 
ſuitable for the Immortal Spirit to reft 
in: And if che leaſt chought ſhonld in-./ 
finuate it felf;--That 'it- x good for us to 
be bere ; we ought to rejet' it with difſ- 
dain, and turn our Minds to nobler Oh- 
jeas, till the powerful ſenſe: of them - 
ath awak'd us out of our dream,. and: 
fſhew'd us the wanity and 'emiptineſs of 
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Are Friends and Relations - unkind , ſel 3 
fiſp , unfaithful , or otherwiſe. unſuitable ta "| 


# 


Jus * Who bad you over-value them, of. . EY 
promiſe your felves roo much aff | 


them , or repoſe_ too great ..confidence 
in them? you may thank your ſelves 
in this caſe (as in molt others 


if you be auſ/werd according to your. 2 


Idols. 5 TA | 
Is your Body afflicted with pain, ſickneſs, 
or languiſhing * you knew it was mortal. 
before, and to what purpoſe have you 
livd all this while, if not to frepare for 
ſuch @ time as this? . . 
Are you wilifyd and reproach d by men 
( as it oft falls out ) for keeping cloſe ro your 
Duty ? You ought no more to ſtop at 
it, than a man, in a race for his Life, 
ſhould be daunted at the braying of an 4s, 


= wm 


| -or the gapling<of Wild-geeſe. 


Our Iife -on- Earth is but a dream + _. \ 
It paſſeth away as .@ viſion of the. night : = 


Men are ſtartled at phay/ied dangers, but 


not duly apprehenſive:.of real ones. *Tis 
not amiſs ſomerimes to ſuppoſe ( as Mar- 
filius Ficinus diredts,) forſitan bac non vers © 
ſunt, forſitan in prelentia ſomniamus ; and® : 


* as. there is more of rrath in ſuch a ſup- 


poſition,” than moſt men conſider ; ſo it 


 -will prevent our being over-much. lifred 7 
of Ss ly i, | up. I 
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«p with proſperity , or dejefed with. ad; 
verſity, ſince they are both alike-parts of 
A dream, and the inviſible World of reals. 
ties isYo very near us, whither, when we 
are once arrived , we ſhall think as cap- 
tempribly of the far greateſt part of the 
Tranſactions of this world, as men are 
wont to do of their dreams , after they 
are well awake. | 
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| Cauſe to be ſtark naught, yec his manages 
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The Concrusron, 
H U S I have endeavoured to. prove, 
-& That the Soul is Immortal z and laid 
open! the Abſurd and Miſchievous Conſe- 
quences of the -oppoſite Hyporbefes , and 
withal I have ſhewed what improvement. 
ought to be made of ſo importanf a Doz 
&rine. A great deal more might have 
been ſaid on this occaſion, but what ſome 
will think too 4k ; others will"think' z0o 
much ; and therefore , to prevent miſuns+ 
derftandings on both hands, LIGA'« 
I thall only add Two or Three parti- 
culars more. - '-/-/ - T9 5 


xt. If any ſay, That I have undertaken 
needleſs piece of work , and that ſuch a Diſ- 


' courſe deſerved not to be anſwer d but with 


ſeori and contempt : T muſt tell them, That the 
degeneracy of this - Atheiftical Age, is a fad, 
but ſufficient Apology for what I have done. 
It can never be unſeaſonable. to put men 
in mind of a Future State, much leſs now: . 
And though I look upon our Author's 


by” 
5 i : 
E 7. 3 
29.8 -- 
TO - 
5 Oo 4 I 
"RA 63>, 6 LES oa EE 
bs vs FH ene ans 
F 


wt P as } $44 : 4 Bet 
4 : *” 3 p o s ; 5 RS > 
. - 9 [1 £ "0 K 


ment of it (perhaps )'is not ſo contemp- ! 
tible as ſome may think :. However, I am] 
ſure the efe#s of it upon others are not /0. 


2dly, . Others, it may be, will think-T hawe 
| Deen: too ſevere in the Remarks which I how 
made, conſidering the Quality of the perſon with 
whom 1 have to do : To,which I anfwer, 
I hope they will not accuſe me of any 
rude perſonal Refleftions 3 and as for his, 
Opinion, to an/wer it, is to expoſe it. He 
has publickly debaſed all Mankind , and 
himſelf among the reſt , and therefore 
ought not to think much at any rational 
endeavours toright both jw, and hem. ' 
And the figure he bears in the world 
- makes an anſwer fo- much the more ne- 
cesllary. When a petfon of conſiderable 
Note, -a-ſober Life, and one that has he 
reputation of a ftudious thinking man, 
ſhall vent ſach Opinions as theſe, the In- 
fetion is like to ſpread ſo much further, 
Nullis Aconita bibuntur Fiftilibus, 
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Orme animi vitium tanto conſpetius in ſe | 
Crimen babet, quants Major, qui peccat habetur, 


D_ 


3dly, Some perhaps will objef?, That 1 hawg 
pot laid ftreſs enough upon the Iramateriality 
of the Soul in the preſent Controverſy... 1 
would have ſuch to conſider, that: ever-d6 
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but to- open the Mouths "_ its Adverſa- - ** 


ries. If I have proved that the Soul is no 
fych per hg P corruptible Matter, as our 
Author ſuppoſeth , this is what I under- 
took ; and if the uſe of the word Mate- 
rial will pleaſe him , let him take it , for 
me , fo long as he draws no bruitiſh Con- 
cluſion from it: And as for thoſe that have 
more refined Notions of Immateria! Sub- 
ſtances, I envy. not their improvements z 
let them rejoice in their greater Light, 
provided they take not up with Arbitrary 
Conceits inſtead of ſolid Knowledge ; nor in- 
jure more plain, and certain Truths, by 
pretending to know theſe things , which, - 
to a Soul in Fleſh are hardly, if at al] jp- 3 
telligible, how true ſoever. 

It ſeems Clear to me, *that Gur Author 
hath over-ſhot himſelf, by pretendin 
prove the Soul Mortal, becauſe he Y- 
cied it was hard to prove it immaterial, _ 
this he thought gave him the advantage; 
but (to uſe. his own phraſe pag. 12, JI 
judge he hath taken a wrong Sow by the ear. 


And tho* I deſire not to contend with 5 


any man, yet if he himſelf, or any of thoſe _ 
, who have eſpouſed his Sentiments, ſhall *3 
think it convenient to Anſwer what T ©: 
th Wo written, ey may expe a Reply if 3 
'S 8 Wy 4 
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| they deſerve it. For, as on the one 
F- hand, I think not 'my ſelf obliged to fol. 
low any one, who impertinently rambles 
from the matter , and ſeeks ſorry lict! 
Shifts and Evaſions , to avoid the force of 
plain evidence : So on the other hand, 
-chink it worth my while , to allot a con- 
fiderable part of my remaining Life ( if 
;uſt occaſion be given me ) to the Defence 
of the Soul's Immortality , and the run: 
' ning down of theſe unmanly Notions, 
” = which ought to be exploded and: biſs'd out 
| . of the World by the meaneſt of Human 
oh. or. _y 
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